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[Session 1 August 21 2000] 

[Begin Tape 1 Side A] 

CASTANEDA This is Chris Castaneda interviewing Senator Gary K Hart 

August 21 2000 in Senator Hart s office at the Institute for 
Educational Reform on the campus of California State University 
Sacramento 

Senator Hart thank you for participating in the California 
State Government Oral History Program I appreciate it 
I d like to begin the interview by talking a little bit about your 
background so my first question will be What was it like 
growing up m San Diego? 

HART Well I don t remember much about growing up in San Diego I 

was bom there and spent the first three years of my life there but I 
don t really have many memories from that time 

My father was in the service and was overseas when I was 
bom and I didn t see him until 1946 when he came home from 


the war And then when the war was over our family moved to 
Santa Monica He was with General Telephone Company and 
their headquarters were in Santa Monica 
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So I basically grew up and my first memories really are of 
that time penod living first in Venice and then moving to Santa 
Monica where I attended the public schools through the ninth 
grade 

What did your father do in the service? 

He was with the Signal Corps His background was in electrical 
engineering and he had worked in the phone company so his 
responsibilities in the service were having to do with 
communications He was stationed m the South Pacific He didn t 
see any live combat action but was out there for a long penod of 
time 

And then when he returned he I guess left the service and went to 
work for which firm was it? 

General Telephone Company Actually he returned to work for 
them He had worked with them pnor to the war and then 
volunteered for the service and that s when I was bom And then 
he went overseas and we kind of reconnected or we connected 
not reconnected really for the first time in 1946 
Did you have any brothers or sisters? 

No I m an only child My mother was a homemaker and ended 
up doing some real estate work as I got older but we were a fairly 
typical post World War II family two parent family with the 
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mother staying at home and my father involved m work with the 
same company for I guess it was over 40 years close to 45 
years He was with General Telephone until he retired 

We had a lot of stability particularly m those early years and 
then we started moving around a little bit when I got to be m high 
school 

So you moved to Santa Monica went through elementary school 

and junior high school in Santa Monica 9 

Correct 

As we discussed considering your involvement m educational 
policy were there any influences on you even at that period of 
your schooling from teachers or the schools you went to in terms 
of you know thinking about education and educational policy 9 
You know from my elementary school years I don t think so I 
think when I got into high school there were some incidents and 
events that occurred that I think had some bearing on my own 
thoughts and I don t know if you want to pursue those now or wait 
until a little bit later 

But in the elementary school years I don t have a lot of strong 
impressions that influence my own thinking as it relates to 
education policy with one possible exception which occurred 
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throughout my school years but began in elementary school and 
that was the strong influence that athletics had 

I was always very involved in sports and one of the things 
even beginning in elementary school that I became aware of is that 
the school that I attended was almost entirely a white middle class 
school It s very hard to find entirely white schools today in 
California but in that time period there were many such schools 
And so it was a fairly racially isolated situation and athletics 
always seemed to break down those bamers and there was always 
an opportunity to play with and compete against kids from 
different ethnic and economic backgrounds 

That was a real revelation to me to see kids from very 
different family backgrounds and it s something that for a portion 
of my schooling that I was not exposed to Then when I attended 
larger schools m junior and senior high school the classes were 
largely self selected So all the white middle class kids tended to 
be in the higher academic courses and kids from poor education 
and family backgrounds tended to be m other classes and there 
wasn t much interaction But athletics really provided an 
opportunity for some of those bamers to be broken down 
I still recall the schools that I attended in Santa Monica 
There were like a dozen elementary schools and there were two of 
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the elementary schools that were m sort of the best neighborhoods 
which I attended which were all white and then as you moved 
south in Santa Monica there tended to be more color more 
diversity And there was one school in particular Garfield 
Elementary it was all black and we had a number of athletic 
competitions with that school and they always delighted m coming 
and beating us up pretty well on the field 

But it was a real eye opening experience for me to have that 
kind of exposure because where I grew up and where I went to 
school that didn t exist 

As I say when I got to junior and senior high school there 
was more diversity and I was able to really experience and have 
nch experiences with kids from different backgrounds through 
athletics Not so much through other aspects of school either 
through academics or social contacts but athletics really provided 
that And it s one of the things that I ve come to feel was one of 
the most important aspects of my education why I ve always been 
strongly committed to what we used to call integration but now we 
call diversity 

Did you see instances of well racism 7 Were there instances that 


made impressions on you being m an all white school and having 
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other schools that were schools with children of color 9 Were there 
tensions that you saw 9 

I certainly wasn t aware of a blatant racism What you did find 
and I sort of alluded to this is when you had athletic competitions 
oftentimes these kids were either more adept or they were more 
aggressive From my perspective in looking back on it if they 
were more aggressive I think this was a chance for them to excel 
It was a time to sort of pay back the rich lads what they perceived 
as rich kids and they tended sometimes to be pretty aggressive 

When I got to junior high school there was much more of a 
mix You know there was actually even a little bit of gang activity 
that occurred people with switchblade knives and stuff that was a 
little scary I learned early on to try to avoid some of those groups 
and some of those kids It was not exclusively a racial problem or 
issue but it seemed to be that the kids that were in the gangs the 
kids that I had to look out for tended to be Mexican tended to be 
what were then called Negroes and you sort of had to be on your 
lookout and on your guard 

But I think some of my friends maybe kind of never got over 
that fear and that easily turn to hostility For me it wasn t hostility 
it was just sort of being afraid But the athletic opportunities 
where you could kind of compete there were certain rules that had 
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to be followed and I did pretty well in that So I was able to kind 

of break through that and develop some friendships and 

opportunities to spend time with some kids from different 

backgrounds that I thought was great 

You were very involved with athletics How were you as a 

student 9 Did you enjoy the academic part of school through junior 

high 9 

I did although I wasn t a top student I would sort of view myself 
as a top athlete I always seemed to win elections to class office 
and so that was more my forte than academics I was a good 
student a strong student but I wasn t at the top of the class 
Did you win any class offices pnor to high school 9 Were you 
involved in student leadership in the high schools 9 
I was At junior high school I was student body president I 
remember I won the award as the Outstanding Student in the ninth 
grade and that was meant to be based on a variety of factors 
including academics and other things 

Certainly in sort of the culture of the school I was viewed by 
I think the school officials as one of the school leaders and one of 
those kids that had done well they were proud of what I had 
accomplished 



But academically? I was never considered a brain or 
someone who necessarily had an easy time m school As I moved 
on into high school I found myself as I think so many kids do who 
get caught up in athletics and caught up in sort of the Id say 
social scene That s a little bit of an overstatement but those 
things were so important to the peer culture and academics was 
almost frowned upon in some circles you almost had to sort of 
surreptitiously do your work It was not cool to be a serious 
student and because it wasn t cool and because I was influenced 
by that culture academics in a certain sense I think became less 
important to me and I didn t pay as much attention I did okay but 
I would always just try to do enough to get by Get by meaning 
a B grade and an A grade only on occasion 

But I still remember in high school and this is very different 
than today both because the competition is different and because I 
believe that in those days a B meant quite a bit different than a B 
does today So called grade inflation had not yet kicked in and so 
in those days when I was going through high school if you 
wanted to go to the Umversity of California which at that time 
was limited pretty much to UCLA and Berkeley you needed a 3 0 
grade point average You needed a B average And if you had 
that you were going to be accepted 
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And I sort of had that as a goal that it would be pleasing to 
my parents and to myself to be able to go to the University of 
California and so all I needed was a B average So I ended up 
graduating from high school with a B average or just a little bit 
more than a B average I figured out exactly what I had to do to 
meet what the goal was and I did 

That s a different attitude towards academic work than I like 
to instill in my students today but that was the way it was for me 
Well having a B average and being a top sports player is very 
good I think even today it certainly would be 
Well I found that so many of the other kids that were m sports 
were not interested in school and were not not only top students 
they were not even average So there was quite a bit of gap 
oftentimes between myself and a handful of my friends and some 
of the other kids that were involved in sports 
What sports did you play 9 

I played everything I just seemed to have a natural ability and 
affinity for mostly team sports 

As an only child one of the things that I started at age 7 was 
tennis because I could just bang the ball against the backboard by 
myself I didn t need a lot of other people brothers or sisters to 
play And growing up m Santa Monica Santa Monica m the 1950s 
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was a strong tennis town It was also a strong volleyball town 
And in that era hardly anyplace else was involved m either of 
those sports 

So there was sort of a special niche for tennis in the Santa 
Monica area and I ended up taking private lessons and really 
developing the basic strokes and having a pretty good tennis game 
There was a local tennis court just a block away at a local park 
and I would go over there and hang out and see if anybody would 
ever play with me And so I started playing in tournaments around 
Southern California and ended up being ranked in Southern 
California 

It was interesting but my interest in tennis waned for a couple 
of reasons One is that as I got older it did not have the prestige 
or the status that the other sports had In fact in some circles 
tennis was viewed as a sissy sport it was viewed as a rich person s 
sport and these were negatives I associated with it So I kind of 
walked away from tennis even though it was a sport that I excelled 
at 

Then I was also very involved initially with baseball and that 
was probably my strongest sport I played Little League baseball 
and there was a very strong program in Santa Monica incredibly 
well organized a beautiful field and wonderful uniforms and 
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great equipment It was really remarkable and very business like 
I mean they d have these drafts It s like the NFL where you go 
and try out and there would be bidding wars on certain players 
So I was veiy involved in that And that was not part of the 
school program but was a very important part of my life In the 
springtime and in the summertime I ended up playing on a lot of 
all star teams that went on and did reasonably well 

In elementary school I also played other sports but there was 
not too much in the way of organized activity for basketball and 
football just kind of pick up games after school 

One thing I did do though that s another memory of 
elementary school is that as soon as school was out I would run 
home and change my clothes and get into my sports clothes and 
then I would run back to school or actually get on my bike and go 
back and then I would spend the rest of the day at school 
participating m a variety of both organized and unorganized 
activities that the school had There was a supervised coach there 
During the summertime I would spend all my time on the 
playground So athletics was a big deal for me and took most of 
my free time 

And just as I m talking here that reminds me that one of the 
things that is quite different from schools today is that they had 



12 


strong after school programs and they had a coach at the 
elementary school level who was there to supervise activities and 
they had an equipment room where you could go and get stuff So 
you could do a lot of different athletic things We d have a lot of 
contests during the summertime between these different schools 
that I made reference to earlier so the sports thing was very 
important 

As I moved into junior high school and high school sports 
continued to be my first passion and love I continued particularly 
with baseball in junior high school and continued to do very well 
through what was called Pony League which is what comes after 
Little League And then when I got to high school then you really 
get into sort of the big time sports particularly football and 
basketball and I did those as well and was fortunate enough to 
play on the football team that ended up winning the equivalent of 
the Southern California State Football Championship and got a 
football scholarship to Stanford based on what I had done in high 
school 

You know one of the things that I still remember is I was 
recruited in football by a lot of major universities big football 
teams Notre Dame UCLA SC that have fallen recently on 
hard times but in those days they were really at the top of the list 
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along with Stanford and Cal But my father had gone to Stanford 
and somehow I just had it in my head that that s where I wanted to 
go I m sure he wanted me to as well but I thought it was my 
choice that I wanted to go to Stanford and so when Stanford came 
after me recruiting I was very interested And I still remember the 
coach coming to our house and then offering me a trip to Stanford 
to visit the campus and that occurred with these other schools as 
well I went to all of them so I got to meet the head coach of all of 
these colleges They were kind of like as they are today kind of 
celebrities So it was a pretty heady thing for a 17 year old to be 
given a free plane ticket and go and spend time with these folks 
But the point of this is that the Stanford coach told me In 
order to get into Stanford you need a B average and you need to 
score a thousand on the SAT If you do that you re in because we 
want you but you ve got to meet these academic standards 
Which was not true at UCLA or SC You didn t have to meet 
meamngful academic standards to go to those schools as an athlete 
So I took the SAT I got more than a thousand and the coach 
said You re in And this was m the fall of my senior year of 
high school And I still remember that and this may be a bit of a 
simplification but there were ten kids from our high school 
Santa Barbara High School that applied to Stanford Nine of them 
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were the top nine students in the school and I was way way far 
down and people would tease me a little bit Why are you 
applying to Stanford 9 And I had to keep my mouth shut The 
coach told me I couldn t say anything but I was in I was already 
m and they were taunting me that You are wasting your time 
applying for Stanford 

Actually four of the other students got into Stanford but I m 
sure that those five that didn t get in were shaking their heads at 
the time and probably pretty unhappy that they had worked so hard 
in school and had done so well academically and they d been 
turned down Someone who d really scraped by with a B average 
again I was not a bad student but I was a B student I wasn t an 
A student 

Did you think about this at the time 9 It s an interesting thing to 
reflect on but did you really ponder the issue of academic 
standards and getting m with the B average and 1 000 on the 
SAT 9 

Not a whole lot I mean to me it was a bit of a game and I was 
sort of gaming the system and I played the system reasonably 
well The chickens came home to roost though when I went to 


Stanford and I was concerned based on what I d seen at the high 
school both in terms of the aptitude of the students and how well 
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prepared they were who had applied to Stanford that I was 
getting into Stanford on false pretenses and that maybe I didn t 
belong there 

So I was very worried about how I was going to do 
academically and those worries were not imaginary I began 
classes there and particularly m my English class and my French 
class I really struggled I worried whether I was going to be able 
to make it and I had to work very very hard My freshman year 
there particularly the first quarter was quite difficult And then it 
got easier and by the time I was a junior or a senior I was doing 
quite well and was very comfortable there 

But I always felt that because I had not had as strong a high 
school education as I could have that it didn t serve me well And 
that s been something that I ve paid a lot of attention to in the 
Legislature 

In high school it was easy to get by Teachers were not very 
demanding I still remember doing a book report without having 
read the book When I went into teaching one of the things that I 
really wanted to try to do was not allow people who were capable 
of being able to slide and just get by 

I also had in high school a situation that I guess was the luck 
of the draw I had a series of high school English teachers that 
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were not particularly strong When you re in a high school 
situation you re going to have strong teachers and you re going to 
have mediocre teachers That s just the luck of the draw But to 
have a senes in one particular academic subject where the teaching 
wasn t very good really was unfortunate 

And one of the things I ve also come to believe is that writing 
is so cntical not only for future success in college but I think also 
in so many professional careers I ve placed a great deal of 
emphasis on wnting m terms of some of the work that I ve done in 
the legislative arena and that I ve done subsequently here m the 
Institute for Educational Reform 

You were not at Stanford on a scholarship Is that correct 9 
No I was I was on a football scholarship 

I d like to talk more about the Stanford experience maybe go back 
to high school and finish that 

You went to Whittier High School for one year 9 Is that 
correct 9 

I went through junior high school in Santa Monica so I was m 
elementary school for six years there and then three years we 
now have middle schools in most places but junior high school 
went through the mnth grade From Santa Monica I then went to 
Whittier but I didn t attend Whittier High School I attended a 
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place called California High School There are a number of high 
schools in Whittier and I attended there just for one year My 
father had been transferred to Whittier the phone company and 
then after just one year there he was transferred again to Santa 
Barbara So my three years of high school one was in Whittier 
and two were in Santa Barbara 

Briefly could you just describe Whittier and then maybe the move 
to Santa Barbara 1 ? You moved around a little bit so what was that 
like moving around and going through schools'? 

Well it was very hard for me because by the time I had left Santa 
Monica I was land of king of the hill and student body president 
and had a lot of friends and was very comfortable there So I was 
distressed when we moved to Whittier as a family I had somewhat 
of a difficult time kind of getting established there 

I was involved m sports which was a great way for me to get 
my foot m the door Again I excelled m sports I did very well 
there sports wise but for some reason it didn t quite click And 
part of it is that so many of the kids there they d gone through 
school together There was not the kind of transiency that we have 
today and so I was a little bit of the outsider and was not easily 
accepted And I was not the most outgoing person particularly I 


think to new situations 
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So I was somewhat isolated there This was a big high school 
It was a large California high school Just had a lot of students 
and it s easy to kind of get lost in the shuffle 

It was different when 1 moved to Santa Barbara even though 
sort of the same thing was repeating In fact I would say Santa 
Barbara maybe had more permanency and kind of traditions of 
people having gone through so much together whereas Whittier 
was more of a fast growing area But for some reason I got in with 
a group of friends and things moved very quickly and easily for me 
in terms of having a lot fi lends and feeling very comfortable 
Actually going to Santa Barbara I thought would be a 
problem because it had a reputation as being kind of a rich 
community and a horse community and this and that and I didn t 
think I would fit in very well But it was an easy fit It worked 
well for me 

So you started at Santa Barbara in that would be your sophomore 
or junior 

My jumor year When I was m the 11 th grade 

You know I ve never quite figured this out but I come m 
there in the 11th grade and within six months I m student body 
president for the next year The election is in the spring and I 
guess it was sort of the luck of the draw that nobody wanted to run 
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I was I guess always in a little bit in political heat and so I threw 
my hat into the ring and I won So within a very short period of 
time I was student body president of the school and part of the 
group that was the lead social group at school 
So you really at least in some circles must have fit in pretty well 
pretty quickly to have taken over a leadership role in school even 
though you were new it sounds like 
Yeah 

Were you interested in politics per se 9 What attracted you to the 
student body officer positions 9 

You know Chris I don t know what it was It just seems as I ve 
described it it was always sort of in my blood It just seemed like 
whenever there was a class office election whether it was m 
elementary school or m jumor/semor high school I was always 
running It s kind of a popularity contest more than anything else 
and I just seemed to be popular People seemed to be comfortable 
with who I was and I liked the attention I liked being thought of 
as a so called leader So I d do it and I would get elected 

What you did in these positions was kind of a joke There 
wasn t really much responsibility that was associated with a school 
office You d lead the flag salute and pose for the yearbook but it 


wasn t too much more than that It wasn t any heavy lifting 
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One thing I would say because I don t want to give a false 
impression which is that although I wasn t a strong student I did 
have pretty strong intellectual interests I think for someone who 
was just in high school 

I remember for example the year that I was in Whittier when 
I wasn t connecting as much to other kids and I was an only 
child I didn t have any biothers or sisters so it was somewhat of 
an isolated experience I read a lot I read a lot of novels I 
remember when I was m Whittier I read the Brothers Karamazov 
by Dostoevsky It s a tough book and not one that most high 
school students would pick up on their own 

Sol had some intellectual interests that were a little bit I 
think different than a lot of people particularly for a student who 
wasn t doing that well 

And I was always interested in current events I was always 
fascinated by politics and government I still remember in 
elementary school in Santa Monica that we had a big water tower 
that we could see all over town and it had on it Ike I still 
remember the buttons I Like Ike And Adlai Stevenson Even 
when I was that young I had some awareness and interest and 
found fascinating the political stage at the national level 
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And then for me a real impressionable moment was when 
John Kennedy was nominated for President at the Democratic 
National Convention in 1960 m Los Angeles and I still remember 
watching that when I was a high school student in Santa Barbara 
and being very interested in that and reading a couple of 
Kennedy s books He wrote a book it was really kind of a 
campaign book at that time it was called Strategy> of Peace which 
was an anthology of writings that he had done about his views on 
foreign policy Well here I was a high school student on my own 
reading John Kennedy s book 

Side A] 

1 Side B] 

And I also read Profiles of Courage which I found to be a 
fascinating book that Kennedy had written or I believe maybe 
Kennedy didn t write it Ted Sorenson had written it 

So m those high school years although this was pretty 
superficial I think in terms of political involvement I was 
running for office I had a more substantive involvement in terms 
of budding intellectual interests than m what s going on in politics 
and the real world 
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Did you happen to watch the debates between Kennedy and 
Nixon 9 I was noticing the textbooks about how their appearances 
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made a big impression So I m just curious I wasn t planning on 
asking you that 

You know I can t remember but another book that I read and 
of course it would have been a year or two later was Teddy 
White s book The Making of the President in 1960 and he I 
think more than anyone dramatized the five o clock shadow with 
Nixon and the physical contrast with Kennedy That book made a 
big impression on me 

Maybe later we can talk about that because I bumped into 
Teddy White when I was working with Eugene McCarthy in 1968 
so that was kind of interesting 

When you were in high school were there teachers or coaches who 
had a very positive influence on you 9 A role model or simply a 
positive influence 9 

I think there were I think my basketball coach was a good role 
model Gene Snyder was his name He went on to become the 
principal many years later He was a gentleman coach he was a 
thoughtful coach as opposed to some of the football coaches and 
others I think they had a very limited perspective on the world 
All they cared about was football and nothing more than that or 
whatever the sport was I thought that Snyder had a broader 
perspective it was probably as much his temperament as anything 



23 


else It just seemed to me he cared a lot about winning but he 
wasn t consumed by it 

I also had a history teacher in Santa Barbara who had an 
important impact on me I think When I got to Santa Barbara I 
signed up for Honors U S History which I don t quite know how 
that came about but I did and this was a very demanding class It 
was to me like kind of a college class and the teacher demanded 
a lot of his students m a class discussion I still remember him 
asking the question Why did the American Revolution occur 9 
Taxation without representation was our response 
He was contemptuous of that answer That was a cliche that 
was a slogan That s not good enough Explain what you mean 
and go into much greater detail 

And I d never had that before I d never had a teacher who 
sort of challenged me intellectually I always felt that if I just did 
the work everything would be fine So to have a serious 
intellectual exercise and challenge was new to me 

And we had that year m that class something that I can t 
believe we did but we did which was we had to write a term 
paper once a month So for that class I had to write eight tenn 
papers and I would have to go to the local library I d have to take 
a topic It would be the difference between Jefferson and 
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Hamilton between Federalists and Democrats or Republicans 
State a problem research it substantiate it I mean it was really 
college level work and I had to do this m high school and had to 
do it eight times and here for just one class It was pretty 
remarkable 

So that was a very demanding experience that I had It was at 
times painful but m the end I really appreciated it I learned a lot 
from it And I ended up going back to that same high school and 
teaching there So some of those positive experiences I had I tried 
to incorporate into my own teaching and I felt that higher 
academic standards were something that too often didn t apply 
And I felt that I didn t get as much out of school as I could have 
and that it was the school s fault as much as it was my own fault 
And you were also playing football in Santa Barbara 
Yeah And basketball and baseball In fact at one point m my 
senior year even though I wasn t playing competitive tennis I still 
was a good tennis player They actually recruited me to play on 
the tennis team for one match against our archrival So I ended up 
playing four different sports my senior year of high school 
What kind of influence were your parents during this time 9 You 
were very active and successful in sports a good student and also 
involved m student government Were they encouraging you to be 
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broad to focus in a particular area or was this just you basically 
making these decisions 9 

You know they were very supportive but they didn t have an 
agenda that I recall You know We want you to do this I did 
have the sense that if I got below a B average in school then there 
would be a price to pay at home 

My parents in particular my father I think really enjoyed the 
sports and that I was doing well particularly m baseball He was 
an officer m the Little League 

But I think deportment was important to them and good 
citizenship and the fact that I never got in trouble was good and 
maybe that s why I didn t get into trouble because I knew it was 
important to them 

My parents and this gets to be more of an issue and concern 
as I get older but my parents political views were well first 
of all they weren t engaged in politics at all It was not something 
I thought was of particular interest to them My father was very 
conservative He was a very conservative Republican And so as I 
got involved more actively in politics my political beliefs became 
somewhat of an issue because they were diametrically opposed to 
his My mother was more of I d say a Truman Democrat She 


was a long time Democrat but not particularly liberal or 
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ideologically connected It was just her family In fact her father 
had been a Democratic state legislator in Kansas and had been 
county sheriff and so she came from a family that had some 
political experiences and political involvements 

I also should say about my parents that I really felt that I was 
loved and that anything I really wanted I could probably have I 
wasn t asking for the moon I did tennis lessons I did clarinet 
lessons I did swimming lessons All of those things that helped 
me become a better person they were always made available to 
me I was always encouraged to do those things 

And it may have been at some personal sacrifice to my parents 
because we were not a well to do family We were rock ribbed 
middle class but my activities required some sacrifices on their 
part I mean they could have been going off to parties or going off 
to vacations They were always there for me always attended all 
the athletic events all the music contests all of those different 
things So I was very fortunate to have parents that were very 
supportive of the activities that I was involved in 
I heard you say music contests 9 Was this with the clarinet also 9 
Yeah It was an important part of my life for three or four years I 
took pnvate music lessons from someone who was in Lawrence 


HART 
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Welk s band Lawrence Welk I don t know if you re familiar 
with that 
Oh yes 

Lawrence Welk was located in Santa Monica A man named Ory 
Amadeo was the lead clarinetist and he came and gave me clannet 
lessons once a week for many years So I was not only doing 
sports but what some of my athletic friends might perceive as a of 
sissy activity of playing the clannet And I was pretty good at it 

When I got to junior high school I was in some all region 
symphony/orchestra kinds of things But there was one kind of 
defining moment there was a music competition I guess I had 
never done anything quite like this but we would put together a 
woodwind quartet And we were preparing for this competition 
And I was if not the best player in the group one of the best And 
so there was some work that was going on looking towards this 
contest 

Well at the same time as this music competition was taking 
place I was on what was called Biddy Basketball It was the 
equivalent of Little League but for basketball 
What was that called again 9 

Biddy Basketball The nm of the baskets was only eight feet high 


instead of ten feet And I was on an all star team and we were 
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starting to win this all star competition Well as we won and I 
was a key player on the basketball team as well we kept winning 
and it turned out that the regionals for the basketball tournament 
were on the same day as the the music competition I had to 
choose between the basketball and the clarinet and it was no 
contest I was going for the basketball And the music teacher 
was outraged and considered what I did irresponsible 

Two things came out of that One is realizing that you can 
only do so many things here and it s getting to be that traffic 
control is a problem so I started to do less m some of these other 
fields including music But the other thing that occurred was that 
the music teacher from the school even though I had worked very 
hard and was one of the most accomplished musicians in the 
school gave me a C for the course because I had let him down and 
let the other students down On a certain sense I can understand 
that But my mother was outraged and she went and challenged 
him I don t know all that happened but my mother was always a 
very strong advocate for me when she felt I was being dealt with 
unfairly 

So you never took up clarinet after that I guess 
I never did I ve still got it and every now and then I bring it out 


HART 
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I was just thinking of one other thing I haven t mentioned I 
was also very involved in was Boy Scouts There was a strong 
Boy Scouts a wonderful Scout leader and Scout program in Santa 
Monica just a remarkable man named Keith Monroe who put 
together a superb program He was a writer He was an 
independent wnter He wrote for a living for Readers Digest Look 
Magazine things like that so he had a lot of spare time and 
organized a lot of different Scout activities and camping trips 

He put together a top to the National Jamboree which was in 
Valley Forge Pennsylvania The way it worked in most places is 
that every troop might send one outstanding scout from a region 
and then maybe pull together people from all these different 
scouting units Keith Monroe saw to it that his entire troop went 
to the National Jamboree 

It was wonderful We took a tram trip across country that was 
educational I still remember going to Salt Lake City the Great 
Salt Lake and going lip to Niagra Falls and New York City And 
every place we would go one of us would have the responsibility 
to brief everyone else about the city that we were attending These 
were 12 and 13 year old kids So it was a strongly educational 
activity in addition to all the traditional scouting work that went 


on 



30 


This was an activity that also required a lot of work in order to 
have some success For example in this particular troop you had 
to memorize the Twelve Scout Laws I mean I can still remember 
the first Scout Law is A Scout is trustworthy A Scout s honor is 
to be trusted and if he were to violate his honor by telling a he or 
cheating or by not doing exactly the given task when trust is 
honored he may be directed to hand over his Scout badge You 
couldn t enter this troop unless you could memorize the Scout 
Laws demonstrate some rope skills etc 

There were a whole senes of activities that you had to become 
engaged in that turned out to be wonderful learning experiences 
that were somewhat different than what my expenence in the 
classroom was where if you just kind of went along you were not 
challenged 

It wasn t until that Junior U S History Honor s class that I got 
challenged in the classroom and I think I responded to the 
challenge I liked the challenge and I liked the challenges in 
sports I liked the challenge in the music competition and in 
Scouts and I wish that there had been more of that in the public 
education system 

To me that translates into when we talk about education 
excellence what do we mean by that? Well I think it means 
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challenging students You know the first effort is I think almost 
always not enough that we ought to be asking for more 

So there were a whole senes of these lands of expenences that 
I had as a young person outside of the school system that were 
powerful formative beneficial expenences that I came to see 
where I think we need to do a better job of replicating some of 
those things for young people both outside of the school system 
and inside the school system 

It sounds and you ve just really said this that much of the really 
formative part of your education came outside of the classroom 
When you think back on your education you think of things 
outside of the classroom more 
I think so It s interesting 
Okay 

And I want to be careful because I had some good teachers some 
of my elementary school teachers Mrs Weir in the sixth grade 
and Mrs Lacy in the third grade There were some good teachers 
throughout but there were some real deficiencies too And I just 
think the culture of the schools was not as rigorous and as strong as 
it could have been 
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In your junior year you were student body president 9 
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No it was my semor year but the election occurred in the spring 
of myjumor year 
So it was the next year 
Yeah 

Considering your success in politics in the school system I know 
sometimes m yearbooks they have identified students being most 
likely to be what were you most likely to be 7 
You know we didn t have characterizations like that but if we 
had that I would have been put down as someone who was going 
to be successful m life maybe in politics 

And then in your senior year we talked about this already but 
you re thinking about where to go to college 
I sort of had my sights set on Stanford but thought that probably 
wasn t going to work because I just hadn t applied myself but 
Berkeley would be a good place and would certainly be acceptable 
to my parents and to myself and to my friends 

And then this football thing came along Our team did very 
well A lot of college scouts came to see me play or see the team 
play and I was one of the better players on the team so I got some 
looks and some offers started coming in So it was very nice 
What position were you 9 
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It was land of a curious thing I played offensive end which is 
now called wide receiver and defensive halfback 

You know football was not my strongest sport My strongest 
sports were tennis and baseball I was real good at eye hand 
coordination but football you ve got to be strong you ve got to be 
mean and that was not my forte So I was a little bit a fish out of 
water in football 

I was scared sometimes going out there in the field and didn t 
enjoy the combat I mean I loved catching the football and the 
finesse aspects of the game but did not always enjoy the rock and 
sock em that was a very important part of football 
Interesting It sounds like you were very good very talented 
maybe naturally athletic and that you didn t have this sort of killer 
instinct that s sometimes necessary 
Right 

Did you have conversations about that with your father for 
example or with coaches 9 

You know I can t remember it too much I do remember I did 
have this little ritual in football They would in high school bring 
m people to pump us up before a game pep talks and they were 
quite a big deal I mean I still remember a couple of them 
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There was a guy named Marv Goux who was from Santa 
Barbara who was a famous or some would say an infamous 
assistant coach for USC and he went on to coach for the Los 
Angeles Rams as well who gave these marvelous speeches about 
how you ve got to go out there and die for the team When those 
speeches were taking place I would always try to go to another 
room try to disengage because what I needed to do on the football 
field was to be cool calm and collected That was my forte 
Everybody else was so agitated that they weren t thinking about 
where the ball was They were just out to kill somebody I wanted 
to know where the ball was and I was nervous enough as it was 
without being further energized So a lot of the culture of football 
didn t appeal to me too much 
Did you literally leave the room 9 
I did I did on occasion 

They also had a guy come m on one of our games who was 
Pete Zucco he had played on a championship team in the 1930s 
this was the 1960s so he was probably in his 50 s or 60 s and 
they had pictures of him playing for Santa Barbara High and he 
had two casts He had broken arms He was out there playing with 
these broken arms and just going crazy And the coach was This 
is the kind of dedication we want you to have and they brought 
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this guy into the locker room and the guy was like punclc drunk 
He was like one of those boxers that s got the boxer syndrome It 
was sort of the last thing that I wanted anything to do with it To 
me it was a perfect example of why you didn t want to go out there 
and kill people 

I guess it was supposed to inspire everyone That s interesting 
So when you went on to Stanford to play how did you 
develop in athletics at Stanford 7 It seems like it d become even 
more competitive 

It was much more competitive The difference between high 
school and college athletics is I mean m high school it was fun 
It was part of the school culture It was kind of an avocation In 
college it s a business I mean you re paid a scholarship and 
you re there to from the coach s standpoint football comes first 
and school comes second Although at Stanford more than most 
schools academics were important too 

I struggled on the field I mean I was not that good My 
freshman year I was able to keep up In those days we had a 
freshman team Freshmen could not play on the varsity and so 
there was a freshman team We played the freshmen teams from 
Cal and from SC UCLA but we only had four games It was a 
very modest schedule But I played 
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The problem was is that I was an offensive end and a 
defensive halfback and m those days you did not have unlimited 
substitutions Players had to play both ways And I was so slow I 
could not be an offensive halfback I could not run with the 
football I could knock it down but I couldn t run with it And as 
an end I could catch it but a defensive end is like a lineman you 
have to be tough and kill people and I couldn t do that 

So I was kind of a hybrid that they didn t have a place for 
But the rules were that you could have one free substitution It was 
called a wild card And usually what happened is the quarterback 
on the team would come out when your team went on defense and 
that s how you used your wild card because you liked to protect 
your quarterback and you didn t want him on the field more than 
he had to be So I was the wild card substitution When our team 
lost the ball then I would be the one person who could come m 
and only play defense And so I played defensive halfback and I 
did that for the first year and that worked pretty well 

And then the spring of my freshman year when I moved up to 
the varsity they decided to make me into an end rather than a 
halfback I don t know why they decided to do that but it was to 
my way of thinking a real mistake because I had to play defensive 
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end and I wasn t big enough I wasn t strong enough I wasn t 
tough enough 

And then at spring practice I got sick I had mononucleosis 
so I dropped out of spring ball and then I came back the following 
fall for football and I broke my wrist So I was injured for most of 
the season Winch is probably just as well because if I had played 
during the season I would have gotten killed I think 
Really injured yeah And that was your junior year? 

That was my sophomore year 
Oh that was your sophomore year 

The beginning of my sophomore year And then Stanford had 
homble teams m those days I mean they were playing at a very 
high level but that was before affirmative action we had no black 
players and we tended to be slow and other teams just killed us 

And after my second year the coach got fired who had 
recruited me His name was Jack Curtis And he was replaced by 
a guy named John Ralston who went on to coach for the Denver 
Broncos And John Ralston I still remember him coming in By 
that time I realized that I wasn t good enough to make a big 
contribution to the team but I was planning to stick it out because I 
had this scholarship It was paying my tuition and it was a nice 


thing 
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But one of the things that Stanford did which really 
distinguished them from other schools is they had a very strong 
overseas program a Stanford overseas program and at that time in 
the early 60s when I was going to Stanford they had three 
overseas campuses one in France one in Italy and one m 
Germany And students could go there and they would have like 
eighty students every six months that would go to these three 
campuses So at any one time there were 250 undergraduates that 
were in Europe It was a sizeable number And the program was 
set up so that you didn t have to be a language major and it was 
meant so that pre med students could go and meet their General Ed 
requirements and not lose time in terms of being able to go on So 
it was meant to be a program for everyone 

So I decided I wanted to do it and I ended up being accepted 
to the campus in Italy And Stanford had a rule also for athletes 
that you could go as long as it wasn t during football season The 
Italy program was during the spring and summer which did not 
conflict with the football season so I had signed up for that I had 
taken the Italian courses I d done all of this 

About a month before I was scheduled to go the football 
coach got fired and they brought in a new coach I had to meet 
with the new coach one on one and he said Well you know 
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spring football and I said Well I m not here coach because 
I m in Stanford in Italy He says Well I want you here You ve 
got to be here And I said Well I ve already taken the Italian 
courses I ve done [this] I m all set I ve got the plane ticket I m 
going He says No I ve never seen you play football before 
I ve got to make an assessment I want you here We had this 
confrontation and disagreement As I walked out of the room I 
said This isn t for me so I quit So I gave up the football 
scholarship because I really wanted to go to Italy and it was really 
the right thing to do 

I just want to backtrack just a second In high school were you m 
a leadership position m sports? Were you a team captain or 
anything like that? I m just asking because you were active m 
student government so I m wondering about that 
Not on the football team I was one of the key players so you re 
kind of a leader by example but I wasn t the team captain In 
basketball I was the captain I think I may have been captain on 
the baseball team 

We probably might not come back to high school except sort of 
referring back later in the interview but were there any issues that 
came up when you were in student government that made an 
impression on you or interesting or controversial? 
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No I really can t think of anything 
Okay 

So m Stanford then that would be the end of your sophomore 
year you quit the football team I would suspect at that point you 
became more involved in your academics Did academics take 
more of a focus 7 

Actually academics was always important When I got to 
Stanford both because I had to struggle and I was just ready to 
grow up intellectually The culture at Stanford valued being smart 
and doing well m school It was honored and recognized In high 
school that was not the case It was considered uncool 

Sol was engaged from day one at Stanford and had a lot of 
intellectual interests I would love to go to lectures and public 
forums on political issues I did that a lot more than most students 
Even during football I would find time to do that because it was 
just something that I enjoyed 

And I remember a couple of particularly noteworthy 
encounters One that I kind of laugh at now was when I was 
sophomore I was very interested in religion and I was a religion 
minor m college and there was a wonderful religion professor at 


Stanford named Robert McAfee Brown He was a social activist 
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and he taught a course on Christian etlncs that I found fascinating 
And he was at the forefront of the civil rights movement 

[End Tape 1 Side B] 

[Begin Tape 2 Side A] 

HART I did a term paper for his Christian Ethics class on nuclear 

deterrents The issue from a Christian perspective was is nuclear 
deterrence a Christian approach to war and to nuclear policy? 

And I read a book by Henry Kissinger called The Necessity of 
Choice about his theory of nuclear deterrence and at that time 
Henry Kissinger was a professor at Harvard This was m the early 
1960s And I saw after having read this book and studied some 
about issues of foreign policy and nuclear policy that Henry 
Kissinger was going to be giving a talk in one of the dorms at 
Stanford 

As I walked into this room where Henry Kissinger was who I 
thought of as a star because I d read a book of his and I walked 
into the room and there he was sitting all by himself And I 
walked in and I sat down and we just had a chat and no one else 
came Or maybe they came but it was very poorly attended 

But I enjoyed those kinds of opportunities and took advantage 
of them at Stanford Stanford was great for me I just took 
advantage of so many things that were going on at that campus 
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and it was part of my particularly intellectually my growing up 
process A very formative time period there 

After my high school student government experience I felt 
student government was a joke and I don t want to have anything 
to do with it And so at Stanford I didn t participate at all in 
student government although many of my friends did but I 
wouldn t touch it 

What kind of activities took up your time after you left the football 
team‘d You heard guest speakers and I guess read a lot Did your 
interests really shift 9 You d been so heavily involved m sports 
I m wondering 

You know I still liked sports but in terms of time I really spent a 
lot more time involved m largely intellectual pursuits I mean the 
courses that I was taking spending time with my friends But it 
wasn t a whole lot that was visible organized I was pretty much 
being a student and as I mentioned going to some of these 
lectures 

And as mentioned earlier half of my sophomore year was 
spent m Italy I also joined a fraternity That s sort of a long story 
I m not sure I want to go into but it was a fraternity that was kind 
of falling apart and a group of us joined being told that we could 
kind of take it over and do things our way and that didn t 
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necessarily work out But one of the members of that fraternity 
was Gray Davis and so we became at least casual friends through 
that process He was a year ahead of me at Stanford 

I went to Stanford in Italy for that six month period and when 
I came back from Stanford in Italy during that time that I was 
away the fraternity that I had joined it was sort of an Animal 
House fraternity it had all sorts of problems and they ended up 
getting expelled from Stanford for three years So when I came 
back I had no place to live and we ended up living off campus 
And so I lived with three other people from the fraternity 
Which one was this 9 

It s called Zeta Psi It s called the Zeta House 

And then I can t remember quite how this came about but 
there was a program at Stanford called the Sponsors Program and 
Sponsors were upperclassmen juniors and seniors who lived m 
the freshmen dorms It was an all freshmen dorm then and all 
freshmen were part of this dorm system And on each floor with 
about 30 students there was one upperclassman who was like a 
resident advisor 

Sponsors were part of the team that met regularly and 
provided a counseling service for the kids on your floor and tried 
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to work to kind of broaden the freshmen s honzons and introduce 
them to the campus life and to community service kinds of things 
And the person who developed the sponsor program was the 
Dean of Freshmen who lived there right with us in the freshman 
dorm His name was Dwight Clark He was a Quaker A 
remarkable individual 

And this group of Sponsors became kind of a group of social 
activists among the Stanford undergraduates 

So I ended up applying to be a Sponsor my junior year and I 
was accepted into the program And there were about I d say 20 
or 25 of us that served m these positions This was just for the 
men not for the women And so my senior year I was part of this 
group of Sponsors and many of them had a political agenda and 
had a social agenda and I became part of that group 

Also kind of just going back a step there was my sophomore 
year at Stanford The Dean of Men at Stanford his name was 
Bill Craig he recruited Dwight Clark to be the Dean of freshmen 
He also recruited A1 Lowenstein to be the resident of this 
dormitory complex where I had gone to hear Henry Kissinger 
And he recruited a couple of other people but Dwight Clark and 
A1 Lowenstein were these two very interesting charismatic 
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politically liberal socially engaged people who were there on the 
Stanford campus in the early 1960s 

In those days and it s probably true today most people who 
are part of a college administration they tend to be the 
conservative forces on campus maintaining the status quo Well 
Lowenstein and Clark were trying to get people out of their 
cocoons and to become engaged So they were really the liberal 
conscience and they were part of the school administration which 
was fairly I think remarkable and unusual 

Lowenstem after a year basically got I believe fired as 
being too much of a social activist by Bill Craig s boss I 
remember his name as Dean Wenbeigler and Lowenstein left and 
went on and went to some other things 

I mention that because Lowenstem was an important part of 
my life as was Dwight Clark 

Bill Craig who was the Dean of Men and his son Greg 
Craig who has received some notoriety because he defended 
Elian the Cuban refugee kid And Greg was also President 
Clinton s lawyer m the impeachment trial And I ve known Greg 
Craig over the years because of the Lowenstem connection and the 


connection with his father 
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Bill Craig went back to Vermont and then he returned to 
California and he was for a short period of time the Chancellor of 
the California Community Colleges So I ve had lots of contact 
with these folks over the years 

And then without maybe getting too far ahead of us the 60s 
were a very interesting time Almost every year to me it was like 
a generation Things moved very rapidly When I was at Stanford 
m 61 and 62 and portions of 63 it was a very quiet staid 
campus It was sort of the 1950s And then things started 
changing very rapidly 

A1 Lowenstem who had been there he was one of the 
principal reasons why things changed at Stanford more rapidly 
than they did at other elite schools that were basically fairly 
Republican m those days Lowenstem one of his major activities 
m 63 and 64 was civil rights activities in Mississippi and he 
came back and recruited Stanford students to go with him down to 
Mississippi And his principal place for recruiting those students 
was through the Sponsors 

Although I didn t go some of my friends went So I began to 
see some of my friends being active participants in the national 
civil rights movement And it related somewhat to my academic 
interests both m terms of being a history major and also my 
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interest m religion because the clergy were very involved m the 
civil rights movement Civil rights from my perspective 
concerned fundamental issues of what is right and what is wrong 
and civil rights were to me just so stark that how could someone 
have anything to do with a segregated system and then do 
something and stand up and oppose it 9 
Was your interest m religion more intellectual or were you 
affiliated with a denomination yourself 9 

I was forced to go to Sunday school as a child and it remmded me 
a lot of the elementary school that I went to It was all white A 
lot of this I think was sort of aspinng middle class values to go to 
a good school to go to a good church And I found that there was 
a lot of hypocrisy and I didn t enjoy it and so at the earliest 
opportunity I dropped out By the time I was 12 or 13 about that 
time I was able to say ‘No I m not going to do this anymore 
and my parents didn t push it so I dropped out 

So I didn t have any affiliation but I had always had an 
interest going back to reading Dostoevsky and the Brothers 
Kciicimazov which is a very religious book from a personal 
standpoint For me it s sort of a relationship with God and what 
did I believe or not believe So I d always had that sort of as a 
personal interest and quest in some of the classes that I took at 
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Stanford and some of the books that I read were an attempt by me 
to try to answer some of those questions 
It sounds more like an interest in philosophy in a sense as 
opposed to theology 

Questions of ultimate existence to me have always revolved in 
part around religion Is there a God 9 How can evil exist if you 
believe in a loving God 9 Those are theological questions but I 
think they are also philosophical as well 

You mentioned that you did meet Gray Davis and I m wondering 
if you could describe your impressions of him at the time since 
he s now the Governor 

You know there weren t a lot of impressions My memory is 
fairly vague I guess the most important thing to say is that I was 
very surprised to hear that he had an interest in politics let alone 
Democratic politics because he did not seem at all politically 
engaged m college and seemed to be part of a culture that was 
much more conservative and much more Republican And that he 
began his political career as a Democrat it was quite a bit of a 
surprise to me 

You know he was always dressed very I won t say 
immaculately but in the fraternity that we were in people were 
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very sloppy and he wasn t that way He sort of dressed more like 
I m dressed today than how college students dressed in the 60 s 
He wasn t particularly political in this fraternity As I 
mentioned to you a group of us joined because the fraternity was 
somewhat in disarray and we sort of represented a more liberal 
point of view The old guard fraternity was very conservative and 
took great pnde in being Goldwater conservatives and proud of it 
So we would have debates bull sessions late into the night 
talking about some of these ideas and I can never remember Gray 
Davis being a part of those discussions He may well have been 
but I don t remember it He didn t have strongly held views to my 
way of thinking 

He was involved with ROTC I still have a picture of him 
The two pictures I have with him in addition to being sort of 
dressed in a more traditional 50s college outfit than a 60s sloppy 
or radical college outfit was he s wearing his ROTC uniform 
going out to class because you had to wear those uniforms because 
right after your class there d be an ROTC formation and so you d 
have that day wearing that outfit 

And he also was on the Stanford golf team I remember him 
carrying his golf clubs around Golf was something that he 
enjoyed and was good at it and it was part of Stanford 
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But that s about it in terms of memories of Governor Davis 
Well he wasn t really involved m the student government or 
anything like that 
Not to my knowledge 

Was he part of the old guard of that fraternity would you say? 

He was certainly more associated with the old guard than the group 
I came in with But I don t think he viewed the fraternity I 
mean some of them it was like a religion to them and they were 
there to defend these conservative values that were a little bit 
bizarre I don t think that Gray took it all that seriously It was a 
place to live And he had two or three friends that he d gone 
through school with in West Los Angeles that were part of the 
fraternity and I think he was associated with the fraternity as much 
because of those friendships with a couple of friends than it was 
what the culture of the fraternity was 

Have you had a chance to ever reminisce with him about those first 
encounters? 

I haven t In fact I really haven t spent much social or casual time 
with the Governor After he got involved in Democratic politics 
and I was involved also but we kind of traveled m different circles 
Our onentation to politics was somewhat different His beginning 
was really in the fundraising side and raising money for Tom 
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Bradley and being part of the party structure Mine was actually 
running for office and being party of the grass roots anti Vietnam 
war and pro civil rights movement I viewed myself as a more 
issues oriented person rather than a party regular So we kind of 
traveled in different circles and we never really connected I 
mean we were sort of not on opposite sides of things but we just 
didn t ever associate 

And then when he was elected Governor and I was not 
involved m his campaign m any way he asked me to serve as his 
Education Secretary Almost all of our conversations have been 
very business like about our work 

He doesn t waste his time reminiscing about old times It s 
not something that s he done with me nor have I seen him do much 
of that with other people 

You did mention the ROTC and this was also the time when 
Americans are starting to learn about the Vietnam War Were 
there ever controversies on the Stanford campus in the early 60s 
involving ROTC 9 Were there protests about the war in the early 
part of the 60s about Vietnam 9 

Well it depends on what you mean by early 60s By 65 in 
64 late 64 65 yes But pnor to that time no So my freshman 
and sophomore years no My junior year on the war no My 
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junior year on civil rights it s beginning to happen A1 
Lowenstein is coming recruiting a handful of students who were 
really courageous warriors to go down to Mississippi and get 
bombed and beaten up And then my senior year of college the 
war really takes off and it s a big deal 

There were some demonstrations but in 64 and particularly 
m 65 it was a period called teach ms where there would be 
massive activities to try to learn about the war try and understand 
what s going on here 

I still remember going to the Stanford Memorial Auditorium 
and hearing Hans Morganthal who was a leading articulate 
opponent of the war And why involvement m Vietnam he 
thought was a real mistake for the United States I mean we 
listened to this very articulate very knowledgeable person speak 
The place was packed And there were other speakers that came 
who for the most part came out of academic backgrounds but had 
some expertise either in foreign policy or in Vietnamese culture 
or Southeast Asian civilization 

So a lot of it was just trying to learn I mean there was the 
election in 64 where Barry Goldwater was running for President 
and for all of us his candidacy was a joke I remember thinking if 
Barry Goldwater got elected President I was thinking half 
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seriously about leaving the country that it was going to be so 
disastrous because we really thought that he might provoke a 
nuclear war But he was never that serious a candidate and it 
never was something that looked like it was going to happen 
But the other thing that was a big issue for all of us was the 
draft because we had conscription in those days I think the law 
had been changed in 1963 or maybe it was 58 but some time 
period in there There was an exemption for students but when 
you graduated from college then that s when your number would 
come up unless you went on to graduate school 

For myself I wanted to take a little bit of time off I d worked 
very hard I didn t want to go to law school which a lot of my 
friends were doing but I didn t want to be vulnerable to the draft 
and to the Army because I had some real serious reservations about 
it and the Vietnam war 

And also at this time Dwight Clark who is the leader of this 
Sponsors organization who was a Quaker didn t believe in any 
form of violence and encouraged many people who were part of 
Sponsors to consider conscientious objector status 

And so I did and applied to be a conscientious objector and 
was rejected as almost all of us were because unless you could 


demonstrate that you had been part of a religious organization for a 
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long period of time a conscientious objector application was not 

credible 

Interesting 

But I remember after I graduated from Stanford before I went on 
to graduate school at Harvard which I did in part because I didn t 
want to be exposed to the military as an option It had not been my 
first choice But I was able to maintain my student deferment by 
going on to graduate school And I thought at that point that 
education would be a fairly easy thing to do 

But I still remember after I graduated from Stanford that 
summer I worked on the Stanford campus I had a variety of jobs 
And one of them was I don t know being a gardener for some 
college professor s home or something I remember pulling 
weeds and having a portable radio and listening to Lyndon 
Johnson announce that he was sending a large commitment of U S 
forces to Vietnam 

It was a major escalation in the war and I realized at that 
point that the draft and the escalating war was something that I was 
going to have to deal with that this was not going to go away and 
that this looked like it was really kind of a major issue for the 
country and for those of us that were in our 20s that were faced 


with the possibility of military service 
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Speaking of Lyndon Johnson what was your reaction when you 
heard that President Kennedy had been shot 9 
It was a devastating event I remember where I was I was back at 
Santa Barbara High School visiting the school When I was in 
Stanford m Italy I d gotten sick and I had to take some time off 
and I went back to just say hello to some of my old teachers And 
I had some free time and I walked into the attendance office and 
someone said Kennedy had been shot 

And then I remember as I was walking down to the athletic 
field there was an announcement over the loud speaker saying 
Kennedy is dead Not that he s been shot but he s dead It just 
sort of stopped me m my tracks It was traumatic for all of us 
particularly for myself since I had been interested m politics 
Kennedy was a real inspiration to me 

I had started following Kennedy Before he really was a 
leading presidential candidate So I had followed him when he 
was a jumor senator from Massachusetts and always thought that 
he was articulate intelligent He was young handsome articulate 
quite different from what Dwight Eisenhower represented who 
always seemed kind of a bumbler Most of the Congressional 
leadership which was dominated by Southern segregationists had 
been there forever Kennedy was such a breath of fresh air 
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And Lyndon Johnson in some ways also represented that old 
establishment Somewhat superficially because he was more of a 
populist m some ways but he certainly represented a very different 
image of politics than John Kennedy did 
And so I would take it that you weren t as enthusiastic about 
Johnson coming into the presidency 

No Although you know running against Barry Goldwater I was 
very enthusiastic about him You know Johnson was fine He just 
didn t there was not the inspiration 

You know he put forward a fairly aggressive civil rights 
agenda In some ways he was more progressive than Kennedy was 
on civil rights issues So that part of who Lyndon Johnson was 
turned out to be fine but the war in 1965 the spring of 1965 the 
summer of 1965 it just ballooned and he became almost like an 
enemy because he represented what seemed to be such a stupid 
policy and one that was very threatening to me and my generation 
I know it did for a lot of people but did that increase your interest 
in politics generally at that time*? 

Very much so It became not an intellectual interest it became a 
keenly personal interest I had a lot at stake personally And I 
think it was more than just I didn t want to go and from my 
standpoint it was because I want to believe I rationalize 
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maybe but I really did believe that the war was wrong and there 
was an issue of is this an appropriate thing to do to participate in a 
war that you don t believe in 7 Having read about Germany and 
World War II and this was not World War II but when is it 
important to not follow orders and to stand up for what you believe 
in 7 

And the example of civil rights too m the South where people 
would go and consciously break laws clearly laws that were 
immoral and that were unjust I mean it was a whole I thought 
appropriate culture of courage and vision that said there are times 
when you need to say no 

[End Tape 2 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 2 Side B] 

HART Actually two other things and I want to come back to relate to the 

war and politics issues we have talked about 

One is that I mentioned to you that I didn t have any interest 
in student government but the summer of my junior year I went to 
work in something called Stanford m Washington if you 

CASTANEDA I actually have that in my list 

HART Boy we re only on number two and you wanted to be down to 

number six or seven We re not going to make it 
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At any rate I went to work for a congressman m Washington 
D C and that was a wonderful experience I for the first time 
thought that running for elective office particularly the United 
States Congress was something that at some point I might like to 
do 

And the operating principle that I saw in Washington was that 
there were a lot of hard working people in the Washington offices 
in Capitol Hill but the congressmen weren t particularly hard 
working and all of the hard working smart people were the people 
who were working for the congressmen And it seemed to me 
when I was thinking about going on to graduate school the idea of 
going to law school so that I could go and work for a congressman 
who wasn t particularly engaged didn t strike me as the right way 
to go about it What made more sense is to forget about the staff 
Try to get elected to one of the real positions of responsibility 

Perhaps that s changed somewhat today I think many 
congressmen today are much more engaged come from 
professional backgrounds But in those days it was certainly my 
perception that it was much more of a good old boy network and 
not much of senous policy work or substance that was going on 
So how did you decide to get involved in the program 1 ? What 


caught your interest about it? 



59 


HART 


You know I can t remember I guess I was looking for something 
to do one summer That s one of the very nice things about 
Stanford Many campuses now have such programs University of 
California does I think CSU does but m those days there were 
very few campuses colleges that had summer internship 
programs 

There was some prestige associated with it When you went 
to Washington you would live with a Stanford alumni family So 
there were a lot of fringe benefits that were sort of associated with 
the job and it was great 

I worked for a congressman who was a major player m many 
issues He had a wonderful staff He didn t need me to help him 
out You know I did a little bit but I basically was free to go and 
watch committee hearings There were twenty five Stanford 
students there that summer and organized a senes of lectures for all 
of the Stanford interns 

I still remember meeting with J William Fulbnght a senator 
from Arkansas who was chamnan of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee and asking the question you know Senator you 
seem like such a thoughtful man and you have such well developed 
positions How can you vote for these segregationist policies 9 
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And he was quite candid He said In order to be able to do 
what I want to do in foreign policy the this is the price I have to 
pay 

Really? 

Sol had a wonderful opportunity to have some direct exposure to 
some of the national leaders While working one day I remember 
I got to shake Lyndon Johnson s hand at a rally at the White 
House I remember my boss once said The President s on the 
line and I immediately jumped on so I got to listen to a private 
conversation between the President of the Umted States and the 
Congressman I interned for In the summer of 1964 I went to the 
Democratic National Convention as a guest of the congressman 
and stayed with him and his family and friends 

Unlike what we ve just seen this year the convention in 64 
was an important convention There was a big fight over 
Mississippi and whether or not the Mississippi Freedom 
Democratic Delegation could be seated 

It was an exciting time and I had a good experience and just 
thought at some point in the future I d like to maybe revisit this 
And which congressman were you working for? 

I worked for a man named Chet Holifield who was a remarkable 


individual from Southern California actually from Whittier 
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where I had lived for a year while in high school Although that 
was not why I ended up working for him He had an eighth grade 
education He had a hunting accident during the Great Depression 
on Catalina Island He was a small businessman who I think was 
either wiped out or suffered economically during the Depression 
He had this hunting accident with an eighth grade education He 
was laid up m bed for a year and he just decided to become a self 
educated man He was a great FDR Democrat and I had a lot of 
affection and respect for him 

He was chairman of the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy 
and I remember Admiral Rickover and often very influential 
people m those days coming by to see him and here was a man 
with an eighth grade education who was in charge of nuclear 
energy policy for our country 

And one of the lessons that I really learned then that s I think 
spilled over to my work with Eugene McCarthy is that elections 
matter I think sometimes students on college campuses get 
involved m protest demonstrations and analyzing this and that but 
the power in this country it is a democracy it does rest with 
people who are elected to office You know the military and the 
staff they do work for elected officials So if you want to 
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influence things there s no better place I think to go than to go 
for elective office 

And given the experiences that I had growing up and running 
for elective office and having some success there just seemed I 
guess kind of a natural given my background and what I had 
observed when I was in Washington 

So it sounds like m the Stanford m Washington program you did 
first sort of consciously think you might want to look into politics 
as a career 

Yeah And then when I came back my semor year at Stanford I 
headed up the Stanford m Washington program It was my 
responsibility to select students to be in the program and then go 
and try to line up jobs for them 

I remember going to meet with Congressman Don Rumsfeld 
of Illinois and trying to get a placement with him He went on to 
be Secretary of Defense and I think Gerald Ford s chief of staff 
And John Lindsay he was a New York congressman There were 
a lot of interesting people that I had a chance for the first time to 
kind of meet as a very junior person trying to help meet some of 
their staff needs 

Then you finish at Stanford as a history major then you ve had the 
experience m Washington and the Vietnam War is going and you 
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decide to get a master s degree m education You do that right 
away is that right'? 

Yes I went to Harvard and I did get a master s degree there in 
nine months It was not heavy lifting And I had a chance just as 
I did m Washington to be able to go and listen to people I just 
loved going to lectures I could take classes in anything I wanted 
to get credit towards my degree so a lot of the academic stars at 
that time John Kenneth Galbraith Erie Enkson and David 
Reisman these were people that I had a chance to go and not 
only listen to but to take their courses on occasion It was a 
wonderful experience 

Did you ever consider say religion or history 9 You talked about 
it a little bit but were you thinking about teaching 9 I guess is what 
I m getting at 

No teaching was my focus at Harvard This defended my 
Vietnam dilemma This was a convenient way to avoid the specter 
of Vietnam and service there I had to do something in the 
academic world that would seem plausible 

And I had one other experience Chris When I was in 
Stanford in Italy I organized a group of Stanford students from the 
three campuses France Germany and Italy We all had the 
same three week period of vacation between the spring and the 
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summer quarter when we were there and I organized a trip to the 
Soviet Union And I organized it with this company that if I got a 
certain number of students I got a free trip So I went and I sold 
other Stanford students and put the trip together 

After that and I think the way this worked is we went to 
Hungary Poland and the Soviet Umon It was a wonderful top It 
was at the height of the Cold War It was very exciting There 
were confrontations and debates with Communist officials it was 
very very interesting And I was the leader of the group so I was 
the spokesperson I spoke to sometimes hundreds of people and 
my words would be translated A couple of Stanford students got 
thrown in jail or taken down to police headquarters for taking 
inappropriate photographs and I had to negotiate their release I 
was 19 years old It was a very educational experience 

But one of the things that I thought about was that I d like to 
maybe go into the foreign service But I didn t want to go just 
anywhere Sort of like the military you can get assigned to 
places and a lot of places I wasn t interested in But when I went 
to Poland I sort of fell in love with Poland and the people there 
and the culture It seemed like a very exciting place 

So I came back with this idea that the way to get into the 
foreign service and get to Poland where I thought maybe I would 
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want to go is go to graduate school get a Ph D in Eastern 
European affairs with a focus on Poland learn the Polish 
language and that way I could be ensured that I wouldn t get sent 
to Outer Mongolia 

Well I think it was when I was in Washington the next 
summer for the Stanford in Washington program I met with a 
couple of people from the State Department and I gave them my 
game plan This is how I wanted to maybe go into the foreign 
service And they laughed and they said A Ph D in Polish 
affairs? You know Give me a break It doesn t count for 
anything You re going to be sent to Outer Mongolia and if 
you re lucky after a few years maybe you can end up m Poland 

Okay So that wasn t for me 

I didn t have some real payoff and at that point going into 
academic work was not something that had a lot of appeal to me 
Why Harvard for your master s? 

I had a friend So much of this stuff is fortuitous I had a good 
friend who was a Stanford Sponsor who was from Cambridge 
Massachusetts He d grown up there I said I don t know what 
I m going to do 

He said You know you ought to consider Ed school Why 
don t you just go to Ed school? He said You don t even have to 
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take the GRE You take some other test and it s real simple it s 
painless And if you don t want to do it so what? And you can 
probably get a scholarship And he said And by the way you 
ought to apply to Harvard 

I said Oh Harvard I can t get into Harvard 
And he said Ed school? It s no big deal I bet you could get 
in Why don t you just try? 

Sol did I applied and I got m 

You must have started to become interested in teaching at some 
point 

I did right away My motivation for going there was wrong but 
when I got there I immediately had to do student teaching I was 
in an internship situation I was teaching m a place called 
Arlington High School m Arlington Mass and I loved it I 
thought I was good at it enjoyed it so then it became something 
immediately that I could see myself doing for a long time 
And this was teaching history? Was that what you were doing? 
Yeah I was teaching history I was teaching World History to 
sophomores and seniors m high school 

Compared to your earlier experience m high school what kind of 
student population was it? Was it a diverse student population? 


CASTANEDA 
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It was a working class community mostly Italian and Irish 
American It was quite different The culture was quite different 
This was a public high school lower middle class kids working 
class families They all wore ties That was a requirement at the 
school to wear a tie which was so different than laid back 
California It was not a spread out facility It was a three or four 
story building it was j ust different 

But I enjoyed it And I enjoyed it because it was dealing with 
things that I was very interested m that I had been caught up in 
intellectually about history and politics and current affairs And it 
also I think dealt with something that I was interested m doing 
which was influencing other people s beliefs and behaviors I 
mean that s a part of what politics is about and what running for 
office is and this was a way to do it with almost a captive 
audience It turned out to be much harder than I had maybe 
anticipated m tenns of getting ordinary students to be interested m 
some of these things But I enjoyed it 
So this is a nine month program Did you do some summer 
teaching also in Mississippi 9 Did you go to Mississippi 9 
I did What happened was I ended up applying for a job back at 
my old high school that I had attended Santa Barbara High 
School Normally there would not be jobs opening at a place like 
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that but they were opening a new high school m Santa Barbara 
and so some of the faculty members from Santa Barbara High 
School went to this new high school so there were a number of 
openings And so I applied and because I had been student body 
president I knew the principal He liked me and he just 
immediately lured me 

To his dismay I m sure he thought that I was the same kid 
who had been there as a senior in high school which was 
essentially the good old boy network You re there to have fun 
and enjoy yourself And I came there with a very different agenda 
I was part of the civil rights movement I was part of the anti war 
movement I had been transformed So I became a very different 
kind of faculty member than he had expected and wanted So that 
was kind of interesting 

But before I began at Santa Barbara High School I spent the 
summer m Mississippi Again I was reading bulletin boards and 
there was a Ford Foundation fellowship program to go and teach m 
black colleges in various parts of the South and so I applied for the 
program and was accepted So I spent a couple of months down m 
a place called Tougaloo Tougaloo Mississippi which was a 
black college just outside of Jackson Mississippi 
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What also happened at that time is that as I was about ready 
to drive to Mississippi to begin teaching James Meredith who was 
the first black student who had been admitted to a white university 
in Mississippi to the law school and many white students strongly 
opposed and demonstrated against Meredith s admission 

But Meredith was eventually admitted and after he finished 
his student work he decided to become a civil nghts activist and 
one of the things that he did was to initiate what he called a march 
against fear He was going to march by himself from the 
Tennessee border in Northern Mississippi down to the Mississippi 
State Capitol and on his way he was going to encourage black 
people to register to vote because there was a real fear on the part 
of black people not to register to vote that they would be harassed 
and that their employers would fire them You know they 
represented half of the people there I mean they had an 
opportunity to seize political power but because of intimidation 
and all these other things that were going on blacks were 
subjugated 

So he was going to do this one man march The March 
Against Fear throughout the state of Mississippi The first day 
out of Memphis Tennessee when he was marching on the 
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highway he was gunned down (he did survive) And I m starting 
to drive to Mississippi and he s been shot 

Well it was the best thing that ever happened to the civil 
rights movement in Mississippi because then everybody from all 
over North and South who had been involved in civil rights said 
The March Against Fear we re not going to let this stop and so 
instead of being a march of one man it s going to be a march of 
everybody So Martin Luther King came everybody came and 
there was this big march that went throughout 

I finally caught up with them and so I had my first real civil 
rights activity and experience of marching with Martin Luther 
King and being part of that dynamic just for a day or two on my 
way to Tougaloo But it was an intense summer 

The hardest summer in Mississippi was the summer of 64 
and this was the summer of 66 So it was a couple of years after 
that It was not as difficult a time I mean in 64 if you were a 
white person involved m civil rights your life was really at risk 
By 66 things had settled down a little bit but still it was a difficult 
time period and there were incidents that occurred And I had an 
opportunity to see some of all of this taking place 

I was teaching students that had just graduated from 
segregated schools in Mississippi most of whom came from what 
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we call the Delta region It s very rural conservative These kids 
have not received a good education And to hear their experiences 
of how they d been treated by white people was just extraordinary 
What was amazing was how close I became to some of these 
students and how much they liked me and respected me even 
though they d been treated so horribly by white people throughout 
their lives It was inspirational to me 

But there were some incidents that occurred with some of my 
students and me You ended up being at a point where you re 
neither fish nor fowl If you were a white person down there 
working civil rights you were despised by white people and you 
were somewhat at risk 

I 11 never forget going to a town called Canton Mississippi 
There was a demonstration going on there and we decided to go 
over to participate in the civil rights demonstration and for the first 
time ever in my life the police roughed me up I realized these 
police they re not my fnends Growing up m a white middle class 
environment as a law abiding citizen the police were there to 
protect me so this was quite a revealing experience 

You know it s a little thing but it made a big impression on 
me It reminded me of my experience in the Soviet Union where 
the people who were in charge of the society were not my friends 
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and I was viewed as an enemy and that I could be thrown m jail 
and be beaten up and not have any recourse That could happen in 
the Soviet Umon but it could have also happened to me in 
Mississippi 

So that made an impression 

And then also the other side was that the civil rights 
movement was going through some changes The period 63 64 
which was sort of the Quaker we re all in this together kind of 
period began to shift and this group called SNCC the Student 
Non Violent Coordinating Committee and the Black Power 
Movement was emerging I was there in Greenwood Mississippi 
when Stokley Carmichael issued Ins famous cry Black Power 1 
One of my best students was from Greenwood Mississippi 
Marilyn Brewer I still remember her name 

The culmination of this March Against Fear was a big rally at 
Tougaloo College So I was there I was teaching I hadn t 
participated in these later marches I d done it for a day or two but 
I came for the big rally James Brown was singing I mean it was 
a happening It was almost an entirely black audience but I was 
there and a handful of other white people 

Well some of these black activists challenged me and said 
What the hell are you doing here white boy 9 We don t need you 
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here Get the fuck out of here And I sort of froze It was kind of 
a difficult situation 

So I found myself hated by white Mississippians and resented 
by many black civil rights activists However my students at 
Tougaloo were great 

So I went from Mississippi to Santa Barbara to my old life 
and having come out of all of these expenences with the Vietnam 
War and the civil rights it was a little bit of a culture shock to 
come back to my home town 

So you returned to Santa Barbara You d really had an education I 
guess from the time that you had left 
Yeah It was very interesting 

And how was your approach to teaching different than what was 
expected I guess by your principal*? 

Well the things that were difficult I think for the principal one 
was you know there was a dress code at school Long hair was 
not permitted There were all sorts of things that I thought were 
absurd I was a college student from the 60s I d gone through all 
of this What difference does it make how someone dresses 9 So I 
was on the students side As there inevitably are going to be if 
you have dress codes there are going to be people who push the 
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limit and you get involved in these absurd discussions Is your 
hair a quarter inch longer then dress code permits 9 

And how it played out was is that the teachers just knew that 
if they had any student that they didn t like because of all this stuff 
just send them to Hart So I had all these lads that were partly sort 
of just rebellious They loved me because I was sort of their age 
and I was sympathetic to their concerns 

I mean I was not there fomenting things I was not trying to 
be the leader of this I saw my principal responsibilities as 
academic m nature not political but if lads came and wanted to 
have me as a teacher and they had some problems with someone 
else I welcomed them with open arms 

A group of black students formed a black students union We 
had a very small black population m Santa Barbara but they came 
and asked me to be their faculty advisor Well I was honored to 
be asked to be the advisor to the black students 

Well the principal thought it was horrible that I or any other 
faculty member would want to be associated with this thing 

So you know it was sort of stuff like that put me at odds with 
the principal 

In the classroom I had a different approach to teaching I 
think from most of the other faculty members I participated in 
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teach ms and I just viewed teaching as something that was meant 
to be more of a collaborative effort between students and teachers 
and where ideas were to be valued and you were to push people 
And so I d try to bring up interesting exciting topics for 
discussion Push the envelope a little bit I don t think there was 
ever a time when the principal objected but it was not how 
business was conducted 

I had students my first year I remember I wanted them to do 
a term paper a little bit like what my old history teacher had done 
with me but these were not necessarily top students and so I let 
them do a term paper on anything they wanted The important 
thing to me was that they would be engaged in something that they 
were interested m and cared about And I remember one of the 
girls who was an attractive gal and she wanted to do something 
on Playboy magazine and contraception something She s trying 
to push my buttons a little I said That s fine so she did I m 
not sure I would allow some of that today 

So a lot more students at that time were kind of trying to push 
the envelope and I thought that was good 


[End Tape 2 SideB] 
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[Session 2 October 3 2000] 

[Begin Tape 3 Side A] 

CASTANEDA We have finished discussing Senator Hart s early background and 

his teaching career m Santa Barbara at the high school level and 
now we re going to move on into his involvement in political 
campaigns starting in 1968 

So Senator Hart can you talk about how you transitioned into 
the political realm 7 

HART Yes I had met when I was m college a very interesting 

individual named Allard Lowenstem who was an associate dean at 
Stanford when I was an undergraduate there I didn t really know 
him then but I had many friends who had a close friendship with 
him When I was at Harvard I had a chance to meet him 

He came out to California on a number of occasions and on 
one of those occasions in 1967 asked if I might be interested in 
working with him in a campaign that he was going to be 
undertaking to basically find an alternative to Lyndon Johnson 
who was then the incumbent President of the United States 
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Lowenstem was going to be working to find a Democratic 
alternative to Johnson m the belief that if the Democrats were 
given a choice between Lyndon Johnson who had basically 
expanded the Vietnam war and a peace candidate that they would 
choose the peace candidate 

I was mtngued with the idea I had a lot of respect for 
Lowenstem He was very persuasive And so I ended up quitting 
my teaching job and joining Lowenstem back in New York City as 
he embarked upon what was viewed by most as a quixotic effort 
that wasn t going to go anywhere because the idea of 
overthrowing an incumbent President within the President s own 
party was considered by most people to be just not realistic at all 

So my job when I joined Lowenstem was at least initially not 
to be involved m the day to day mechanics of the campaign but he 
had many other sort of professional activities that he was involved 
in And professional is probably not the right word but he was 
an activist engaged in a whole series of liberal and progressive 
causes such as anti apartheid work in South Africa and at the 
United Nations and my job was to help on some of these other 
activities and to be kind of an administrative assistant a gopher for 
him and his activities 
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A1 Lowenstein s a very interesting man He didn t have an office 
at all He worked out of his apartment m New York City He had 
a lovely wife and a new child a firstborn and my responsibilities 
included such mundane matters as being a babysitter sometimes 
for their newborn to getting the newspaper to sometimes getting 
on the phone and dealing with high level officials that I had only 
read about m the paper and never thought that I would have a 
chance to rub shoulders with 

The campaign to find a candidate to run against Lyndon 
Johnson grew quickly Lowenstein s strategy began by finding a 
candidate We first went to Bobby Kennedy to try to get him to 
run against Lyndon Johnson but Kennedy turned Lowenstein 
down 

When he would go to talk to potential candidates like 
Kennedy they would all say well there s no organization out 
there it would be very difficult to run Additionally m Bobby 
Kennedy s case he had just gone through his own brother s 
assassination He had recently been elected to the Umted States 
Senate from New York himself It was widely held that he had a 
vendetta against Lyndon Johnson and running against Lyndon B 
Johnson would just fuel the flames that Robert Kennedy was 
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ruthless and ambitious So there was a lot of personal ambivalence 
on his part as well 

But Lowenstem would go out to college campuses and to 
liberal activist groups to talk about the campaign purpose and try 
to mobilize people make them more visible m terms of asking for 
someone to run against Lyndon Johnson trying to identify elected 
officials from Congress from state legislative bodies that would 
say they wouldn t support Lyndon Johnson so he could then go 
back to the candidates the potential candidates and say Look 
there is a group of people out here that are willing to work night 
and day to help you in this very difficult task 

But to make a long story short Bobby Kennedy said no 
There were a number of other candidates that were approached 
General Gavin who was retired a very prestigious military officer 
who was against the war in Vietnam Senator McGovern and 
others But in the end Eugene McCarthy who was a senator from 
Minnesota said that he would run against Lyndon Johnson 

And so when McCarthy agreed to run against Lyndon 
Johnson which was in the fall of 1967 I believe m October then 
things really picked up and I became much more involved in the 
Eugene McCarthy campaign for President I mean when the 
campaign just began there was A1 Lowenstem there was Eugene 
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McCarthy and there were a couple of other people and myself and 
there wasn t much more So I had an opportunity to participate in 
a Presidential campaign really at the ground level 

My first assignment was to help organize a convention or a 
big rally in a Chicago hotel where Eugene McCarthy s candidacy 
would be announced trying to give the impression that this had a 
lot of grassroots support That was an interesting assignment to 
work with the hotel and to try to make all of the arrangements and 
work with McCarthy and his staff and Lowenstein I went through 
that and there were just a whole senes of activities that occurred 
later that fall 

And then after the first of the year the actual New Hampshire 
primary campaign began In those days there was no Iowa caucus 
The first political test was the New Hampshire pnmary 

And so I went up to New Hampshire and served for I don t 
know how long it was probably a month maybe a little bit 
longer than that working in the campaign with Senator 
McCarthy under Lowenstein s direction And one of my jobs with 
Senator McCarthy was basically to be m part Ins chauffeur and to 
be someone just to kind of help out in the day to day operations 
At least that s what I did initially 
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As the campaign grew and it grew very rapidly Lowenstem 
had correctly gauged that there was a tremendous sentiment 
against the war and in February of 1968 was the famous Tet 
Offensive Lyndon Johnson was saying We re winning the war 
we re winning the war and all of a sudden this Tet Offensive 
occurred And although the Vietnamese the North Vietnamese 
and the Viet Cong suffered tremendous losses they were able to 
demonstrate that they had substantial control in parts of South 
Vietnam including the city of Saigon 

I think they got into the Embassy grounds the American Embassy 
That s right And that really sent a shock wave to I think many 
people in this country I think Walter Cronkite for example came 
out at that time saying that this war just didn t have much of a 
future And he was sort of a very avuncular highly credible 
figure 

So when that occurred the interest m the McCarthy campaign 
grew exponentially and so the last few weeks in the McCarthy 
campaign in New Hampshire were tremendously exciting And as 
it got down to the final weeks they had much more high level 
people working with McCarthy and I was shipped out and was in 
charge of a storefront m Portsmouth New Hampshire to help 
organize volunteers that were coming in 
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The Lowenstem model was to go around to college campuses 
and to recruit students to go up to New Hampshire and later to 
some of the other primary states and really engage these foot 
soldiers in doing door to door campaigning 
What kind of students would you look for? Because I know there 
were some very radical student leaders out there Was he looking 
for that kind of student or someone maybe not quite as activist? 
Well he certainly wasn t looking for the very radical type The 
very radical types viewed the McCarthy campaign as a threat 
because the McCarthy campaign was really part of the electoral 
process The more radical elements viewed electoral politics as a 
sham as a capitalistic gimmick that was really a diversionary 
tactic 

And this was one of the things that Lowenstem always had to 
grapple with is that he was considered in sort of the establishment 
world as this left liberal activist But in leftist circles particularly 
hard left or far left circles he was viewed as part of the 
Establishment He was accused of being a CIA agent and there 
were all sorts of wild allegations that followed him 

So Lowenstem s particular appeal he had been a dean at 
Stanford he had gone to Yale Yale Law School He d gone to 
Chapel Hill North Carolina as an undergraduate That was sort of 
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his world so he would go to these more prestigious colleges and 
try to enlist students there to help 

He was a great speaker and he was very persuasive And of 
course there was a tremendous interest on the part of students m 
wanting to end the war and so it was a natural fit 

And on a rather personal note one of the people who was 
persuaded by Lowenstem to come up to New Hampshire was my 
future wife Cary Hart who was then a student at Radchffe which 
was part of Harvard and she came up and ended up m Portsmouth 
New Hampshire where I was heading up the storefront And so 
that s when we first met and then ultimately led to not only the war 
in Vietnam ending but I got a wonderful wife out of the process as 
well 

On election night in Portsmouth where I was I still remember 
the results coming m and even though it s not commonly 
remembered Lyndon Johnson actually won the New Hampshire 
primary He got I think 52 percent of the vote and Eugene 
McCarthy got 47 percent But when the campaign began 
McCarthy was expected to get less than 10 percent And so he 
grew so rapidly in the polls that to win more than 30 or 35 percent 
was considered just astounding A 47 percent electoral turnout for 
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McCarthy translated into a tremendous upset and a great showing 
on his part 

After that election m New Hampshire we went to the next 
primary state and that state was Wisconsin So I went to 
Wisconsin immediately and was involved m some of the same 
activities m the state of Wisconsin 

And I still remember very vividly that on March 31st which 
was the Sunday before the primary in Wisconsin which was I 
think on April 2nd just two days later Lyndon Johnson went on 
the air with a special presidential address And I remember along 
with other campaign volunteers being in this hotel m downtown 
Milwaukee listening to this address wondering what Lyndon 
Johnson was going to say And he announced that he was 
withdrawing from the presidential race and that he would not run 
for reelection 

And so that was tremendously exciting and really made such 
an impression upon me that having really begun with this one 
individual A1 Lowenstem less than a year earlier with an idea 
that you could topple an incumbent President of the Umted States 
the most powerful person in the world in the middle of this war 
that was going on made a deep impression upon me that electoral 
politics was something that was a very appropriate agent for social 
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change and that so many of the radicals and their own sense of 
shame about the war and concern about civil rights that I shared I 
felt that they were missing the mark substantially by some of the 
tactics that they were engaged m 

So did you feel that the effort that you were involved with 
contributed to Johnson deciding to bow out 9 
Very much so I think if we had not embarked upon that 
campaign that Lyndon Johnson would have continued and he 
would have been renominated as the Democratic candidate I 
don t know what would have happened between him and Nixon or 
whoever represented the Republicans There probably would have 
been a third party candidate a left candidate but I doubt that that 
candidate would have been able to marshal much m the way of 
support 

How long did you stay with McCarthy 9 
Well actually what had happened with McCarthy in my own 
view and Lowenstem felt tins even I think more strongly than I 
did is that we were disenchanted with McCarthy He was not a 
candidate particularly as you got closer to him that you felt a 
sense of loyalty to 

I still recall one incident that is indicative of how I came to 
not particularly want to be associated with him any longer m the 
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New Hampshire primary As he was trying to get established and 
trying to get some credibility and have this campaign take off we 
had dinner one night with Theodore White And Theodore White 
at this time was a legendary journalist who had written this 
famous book called The Making of the President in 1960 and then 
written a similar book in 1964 He was the leading presidential 
journalist and he had come to New Hampshire to try and 
understand what this McCarthy phenomenon was all about And 
Eugene McCarthy wouldn t give him the time of day I tried to 
help arrange an interview between McCarthy and Teddy White 
and McCarthy just didn t want to be bothered 

This particular evening he was engaged m an esoteric 
discussion with Robert Lowell who was a famous poet and that s 
how McCarthy liked to spend his time He was a scholar and it 
was part of his appeal that he could sort of make fun of politics 
even though he was a politician 

But here we were in this life and death struggle with the war 
going on and many of us sacrificing a lot we thought to go and 
work on his behalf and he wouldn t even take the time to meet 
with Teddy White We tried to get him to go to bowling alleys to 
meet ordinary voters blue collar voters that were going to 
determine the election and it was like pulling teeth to get him to 



87 


engage and he just wasn t willing to work very hard as a candidate 
to get his message across 

So I became disenchanted Lowenstein became disenchanted 
and Lowenstein himself had decided to run for Congress in New 
York So by running for Congress he was able to kind of walk 
away from this and my allegiance was to Lowenstein and not to 
McCarthy 

And about this time shortly after the Wisconsin primary and 
Lyndon Johnson pulled out Bobby Kennedy entered the race and 
this left Lowenstein in a very difficult position an awkward 
position because he had persuaded McCarthy to run Bobby 
Kennedy had turned him down Many of the anti war activists 
were very angry that Kennedy would enter the race because he 
hadn t had the courage or the foresight to enter the race earlier 
they felt he was just trying to take advantage after McCarthy had 
really provided the courageous first step 

But Lowenstein felt that Kennedy would be a much stronger 
candidate He had a personal relationship with Kennedy liked him 
a lot almost worshipped Kennedy and so his personal allegiance 
was to Kennedy But his political allegiance having supported 
McCarthy he felt that he had to maintain that So he just kind of 
walked away and became a congressional candidate himself 
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publicly supporting McCarthy but privately very ambivalent and 
really hoping that Kennedy would somehow emerge as the 
Democratic candidate but not able to say that publicly 

So I left after the Wisconsin primary and immediately went to 
New York to help Lowenstein in his congressional campaign He 
had decided to run He had like three different places that he was 
looking at running and he ended up running m the 5th 
Congressional District in Long Island the south shore of Long 
Island Hardly knew a soul out there and I went out there and was 
basically his agent and was his initial campaign manager I had to 
begin from ground zero and begin his campaign which turned out 
to be a very exciting race for Congress 

He was basically moving into a new neighborhood His home 
was m Manhattan and so to run from a district in Long Island he 
was immediately accused of being a carpetbagger There was a 
strong liberal candidate who was already in the race and so it 
became a very difficult Democratic primary between him and this 
local individual named Albert Vorspan 

So that race began in April and we went through the 
Democratic primary which occurred in June And I should also 
say less than a week after arriving in Long Island to begin this 
process Martin Luther King was assassinated and A1 Lowenstein 
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was quite close to Martin Luther King and very close to the people 
who surrounded Martin Luther King 

So here you have the President of the United States resigning 
all this stuff going on m the war and this presidential campaign 
and then you have Martin Luther King being assassinated And 
when he was assassinated there were riots that broke out in many 
urban centers throughout the country We go through this very 
difficult Democratic primary and then when the New York 
primary is about to conclude Bobby Kennedy was assassinated at 
the California primary 

Actually the night that Bobby Kennedy was assassinated I 
was m Lowenstein s home and the phone rang as Bobby Kennedy 
was overtaking McCarthy Bobby Kennedy had won in Oregon 
and a couple of the other states and it was clear that McCarthy 
could not win and that the momentum was with Kennedy So 
Kennedy had a great victory in Los Angeles And one of his top 
aides called Lowenstein that night at his home and I was there 
and said A1 you have a critical role to play here since you got 
McCarthy into this race You re a public supporter of McCarthy s 
You can help us broker this thing so that Bobby can move forward 
and McCarthy hopefully will gracefully bow out of this race 
And Lowenstein was looking forward to playing a constructive 
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role m trying to fashion the nomination for Kennedy or for some 
candidate that would have the best chance of winning against the 
Republicans And then of course two hours later Kennedy was 
assassinated in Los Angeles 

And so we had the King assassination the Kennedy 
assassination the Johnson withdrawal from the presidency and 
then we had shortly after that the riotous Democratic National 
Convention m Chicago that was a nightmare And after the 
primary election of Lowenstem then he put his campaign on hold 
for a couple of months He had a difficult race in the November 
election against a conservative Republican This was a suburban 
marginal district that could go either for a Republican or a 
Democrat Fortunately he was running against a right wing 
Republican and he ended up prevailing in the November election 
and getting elected to Congress 

But during the summer before the campaign heated up again 
for the general election Lowenstem tried to figure out a way to see 
that the Democrats had a strong candidate and might unite against 
the Republicans 

So I was also part of that effort We were taking a look at 
Teddy Kennedy as a possible candidate and George McGovern 
was out there there was some other alternatives because 
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McCarthy wasn t going anywhere And then Hubert Humphrey 
had emerged and he was sort of the Lyndon Johnson candidate 
We were trying to find some other candidates 

So I was going around to a number of states trying to talk to 
key officials in those states about being part of an effort to support 
an alternative to Hubert Humphrey It was called the Coalition for 
a Democratic Alternative That was the name of the group 

So I had a chance to go and meet with people in some of the 
Midwestern states mayors and governors and it was quite 
interesting for someone who was only 24 years old and just had 
been a civics teacher a year or so before not that long out of 
college myself So that was very interesting 

And then I had the responsibility of going to Chicago and 
planning for the convention Lowenstein was very concerned 
about what was going to happen in Chicago m terms of 
demonstrations and not wanting this to get out of hand And so I 
attempted to work through Mayor Daley s office to see if there 
could be some kind of rapprochement and some understanding 
about what sort of activities would be allowed and that would 
guarantee people s free speech and safety but not be disruptive of 
the Democratic Convention I didn t get very far and in the end 


the Democratic Convention was a disaster with violent 
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demonstrations occurring that hurt the Democrats chances of 
winning m November 
It was a fascinating year 

It was a very interesting time It was a very fascinating time 

And then there was one other thing that I should mention that 
was a very important part of this for me personally and that was 
that the draft was going on I think I made reference to this m our 
previous session of this interview 

When I was living m New York City helping Lowenstem 
before going off to the New Hampshire primary my roommate 
David Hawle was also an anti war activist He was a seminarian 
at the Union Theological Seminary in New York And he was part 
of a group that was attempting to try to preempt the radical left 
which was engaged m some violent activities and some trashing 
And one of the most difficult points with the radical left was that 
they would say to those of us that were only interested m peaceful 
demonstrating or involved in the electoral process You re not 
willing to put your lives on the line You re not willing to pay the 
price You don t care enough to end the war in Vietnam 

So in response to that kind of allegation and as a strategic 
alternative this seminarian roommate friend of mine and many 


others at the Union Theological Seminary organized a draft 



93 


resistance movement to encourage people to turn in their draft 
cards as a protest against the war in Vietnam He persuaded me to 
join that effort and so I went down one day in New York City and 
turned m my draft card as a protest against the war m Vietnam 
And that led to the FBI contacting me because one of the 
requirements in the draft law then was to have your draft card in 
your possession at all times and so this was really an act of civil 
disobedience on our part 

That ultimately led to my being immediately reclassified It 
was sort of the penalty that one paid for engaging m this kind of 
activity that the FBI thought was illegal and wrong so I was 
reclassified I had a student deferment because of the work that I 
was doing for Lowenstem I was also doing some work for a 
foundation it was considered educational and if you were 
doing educational activities you could get an educational 
deferment 

So I was reclassified as 1A and had to report for induction into 
the Armed Services on August 28th I still remember the date 
which was right in the middle of the Democratic Convention I 
would have been in Chicago but I had to go to the Oakland 
Induction Center and I ended up receiving a 4F in the draft which 



94 


CASTANEDA 

HART 

CASTANEDA 

HART 


is a medical deferment because I had had in college a condition 
diagnosed as ulcerative colitis and that was an automatic deferral 
But that matter of turning m my draft card later became a 
major issue in many of my own campaigns for elective office here 
m California 

Was it after this time that you went to Mexico to teach 7 
Yes 

Does this lead into that 7 

It does After the Lowenstein successful Congressional campaign 
which terminated m November of 1968 Lowenstein went to 
Congress He asked me to join him I turned him down I had 
worked for him for more than a year He was a very demanding 
person and I was kind of burned out and I wanted to get back to 
California And so I returned to California and my parents were 
living m Santa Monica then in the Los Angeles area and I came 
back and attempted to get a job as a teacher in the Los Angeles 
Unified School District but was turned down even though I had a 
credential and had taught They were looking for people to teach 
in the urban black parts of the district and I was turned down for 
reasons having to do with the principal of the school that I had 
taught at at Santa Barbara who told the people m Los Angeles 


that I was a bit of a rabble rouser It was considered a bad 
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recommendation so the Los Angeles School Distnct decided not to 
hire me 

So rather than continue my teaching career in Los Angeles 
I d always wanted to go to Mexico to study Spanish and so m 
January of 1969 I went down to Cuernavaca Mexico near 
Mexico City There was a center there that provided language 
instruction but also was a center for social change There was a 
renegade Catholic priest named Ivan Illyich who ran this center 
They had many different speakers and people who were involved 
m trying to go out throughout Latin America to bring about change 
from a peaceful but from a fairly radical perspective And I had an 
opportunity to rub shoulders with a lot of interesting people there 
as well as learn some Spanish and I stayed in Mexico for about 
four months 

CASTANEDA Let me change the tape here 

[End Tape 3 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 3 Side B] 

CASTANEDA So you were there for about four months Was that during the 

summer 9 

HART No it was January to May 

CASTANEDA Could you talk a little bit about Ivan Illyich 9 Describe him a little 


bit It might be interesting 
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A very interesting man As I mentioned what I would call a 
renegade priest who did most of his pansh work m Puerto Rico 
where he was originally situated but ended up in Mexico I can t 
quite remember whether or not he was defrocked or whatever but 
he was obviously someone that the Catholic establishment didn t 
like He was a writer who challenged many conventional 
approaches to reform and social change He wrote books 
challenging the public education systems in Latin America 
challenging the public health systems and the way that they were 
organized 

One of the concepts for example that he was interested in 
pursuing was helping peasants leam He felt that when peasants 
and children of peasants went to school all that they learned m 
school was that they were stupid that they were part of the 
underclass and that s where their place in life should be and he 
really viewed the education system as a subtle form of 
enslavement 

The traditional progressive view is that education is the ticket 
to success and freedom and to a better life and he did not 
necessarily believe that and felt that oftentimes family and other 
social constructs were more humanizing and more liberating for 
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the peasant class than was this public education system that was 
really a colonialistic model 

It s kind of interesting When I ended up serving in the 
Legislature one of Ivan Illyich s greatest fans was Jerry Brown 
who became Governor of California Many of Ivan Illyich s 
beliefs Jerry Brown attempted to implement as Governor And I 
don t know whether he got them from Ivan Illyich but I know that 
there was some interest in collaboration there I don t know who 
influenced whom the most 

Illyich was an engaging person He was a charismatic figure 
He had a twinkle in his eye very articulate a scholarly person He 
really enjoyed sort of thumbing his nose at the Establishment 
And you re teaching and also talking with him and learning about 
his ideas Did that stimulate your ideas about education at the 
time 9 

Maybe some I don t think he unduly influenced me but I found 
his ideas interesting I certainly understood what he was saying 
and felt that he had some powerful and influential ideas 

You know I had a great existence there I was taking Spanish 
at this institute for two months four hours a day and then there 
were these people who were commg in who many of them were 
priests m training to go off to Latin America and they were getting 
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their language instruction there There were many pnests from 
France for example They would come to this institute to learn 
Spanish and while they learned their Spanish there were 
discussions and forums on a wide range of social and political 
issues 

I had an opportunity to basically be a typist and an editor for 
Illyich for one of his articles so I had an opportunity to rub 
shoulders with him And then to help pay the bills I taught 
English in a language school in downtown Cuernavaca So I had 
an opportunity to interact with what I felt was an interesting group 
of Mexicans I think so oftentimes tourists tend to see either the 
wealthiest Mexicans or the servant class that take care of them that 
tend to be poor and I had an opportunity to work with elements of 
the emerging middle class of who saw English as their ticket to a 
brighter future 

So that was very interestmg and I had a chance to travel 
around some It was a very fun time for me 
So then you came back to California I guess after that*? 

I came back to California and my wife to be and I decided to get 
married and so shortly after returning from Mexico we were 
married out on the East Coast 


CASTANEDA 


Nineteen sixty nine 9 
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In 1969 A1 Lowenstein was the best man at our wedding And 
then after we were married we decided to come to Santa Barbara 
to live where I had originally taught I wanted to get back to Santa 
Barbara so we returned to Santa Barbara and I ended up teaching 
The first job I heard about was an opening at a private school in 
Santa Barbara called Laguna Blanca a very upper class school 
and they were looking for an English and social studies 7th and 8th 
grade teacher and a basketball coach They really wanted the 
basketball coach more than anything else* I guess my height 
impressed them so I got the job there and began teaching at 
Laguna Blanca School And my wife began working at the UCSB 
library She had some background in Russian Her job was 
helping catalog Russian books at the UCSB library 
So your sort of reputation as being a rabble rouser didn t hurt you 
there 1 ? 

They didn t know about it They were desperate You know 
someone had gotten pregnant and fortunately when you re 
dealing with private schools they can do things quickly and they 
needed a basketball coach right away 
So you taught there for I guess a year two years maybe 1 ? 

Just for a year One of the things that sort of leads into the next 


part of my life was that I wanted to stay involved in electoral 
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politics and one of the first things that I did when returning to 
Santa Barbara was that I went down and joined the local 
Democratic Party Club I paid my ten dollar dues and asked to be 
on their mailing list as I was hoping to get involved m some of 
their activities A week later I got a call from the executive 
director of the local Democratic Party saying How would you 
like to be the president of the local Democratic club 7 which 
indicated that they were having some trouble in sort of keeping 
things together They apparently needed some new blood 
Well why did they call you 9 Did they know about you 9 
I don t know I think it was primarily because they didn t have 
anybody foolish enough to take the job But I d been known in the 
community I had played football and been a schoolteacher there 
Right okay 

So I became president of the Democratic club It s called the 
Democratic League which was an affiliate of the California 
Democratic Council which was sort of the liberal wing of the 
Democratic Party 

The mam thing of course you do m a party is begin preparing 
for the elections This was in the fall of 1969 and 1970 of course 
was an election year Early in 1970 they needed to identify 
candidates to run for the various offices and they were having 
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difficulty finding anybody to run for Congress because the 
incumbent had been there for a long time a Republican named 
Charles Teague And there had been efforts in 66 and particularly 
m 1968 to defeat him There was a candidate who had run as a 
strong anti war candidate independently wealthy named Stan 
Sheinbaum and he was a very strong candidate in many ways He 
did not do very well and because so much had been invested m 
that campaign he had spent a lot of his own money people 
were very demoralized and there was no one that wanted to run m 
1970 

So some people came to me and asked me if I would run 
against Teague and I didn t really want to I was just starting out 
on this teaching career and my mamage I was open to running for 
office but this seemed premature I was only 25 or 26 meeting the 
bare constitutional minimum age for running for Congress 

But you know I also had worked with Lowenstein and seen 
where Eugene McCarthy didn t have a prayer and he ended up 
doing pretty dam well under the circumstances So I was 
somewhat intrigued but hoping they would find another candidate 
Well no one else came forward so two or three days before the 
deadline I agreed to run in this very large congressional district 
that spanned over a hundred miles of coastline This was right 
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before reapportionment Because this was the fastest growing area 
m California it was the largest congressional distnct population 
wise I think in the state if not the nation 

Well in the last two days there were two other candidates who 
came forward to run for this seat on the Democratic side By that 
time I had committed to running so all of a sudden I found myself 
m a three way race against two other Democrats One of whom 
was a retired wealthy businessman from Malibu which was part 
of the distnct who had never been involved in politics before 
And the other candidate was the mayor of the city of Oxnard 
which was a large city in this distnct He was a Chinese 
American but he didn t seem to know or care about the war m 
Vietnam or some of these other cutting edge national issues that 
everybody was concerned about 
Do you recall their names 7 

Oh sure Harold Keith was the businessman from Malibu and Soo 
Hoo it s a very interesting name Mayor Soo Hoo That s his 
last name His campaign slogan was Me Too for Soo Hoo 

So here I was running against an established candidate with a 
political base in the second largest city m the district the mayor of 
Oxnard and then running against somebody who had unlimited 
funds to spend but no political experience 
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So you know I think a lot of people thought it was sort of an 
uphill battle but I was the anti war candidate I had the 
credentials I had been in there from day one working with 
McCarthy and with Lowenstein and I d been committed to the 
progressive issues That was what people cared about at that point 
in time in the Democratic Party 

So the campaign took place and even though I was outspent 
substantially I won the primary fairly easily So that gave me 
some momentum and some credibility 

One other thing I should mention is that I had to run this 
campaign while at the same time I was teaching Monday morning 
till Friday afternoon m this very large congressional district So it 
was one of the most challenging political assignments I had to 
maintain a full time job and do right by my students but try to get 
around this very large district basically unknown trying to 
persuade people to support me for Congress and raise some funds 
to be able to run a decent campaign 

But we did succeed and then I quit my teaching job to really 
focus on the general election and work full time on the campaign 
It was a very exciting campaign We did not win but we got I 
think 43 percent of the vote whereas the previous candidate Stan 
Sheinbaum who had run in 68 had gotten like 33 or 34 percent 
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So it was a sizable increase and it gave me some standing and 
some credibility even though I lost to remain active and possibly 
run again for office 

What was your platform when you were running? What kind of 
issues were you presenting? 

It was primarily against the war in Vietnam I was also a very 
strong environmental candidate to the Santa Barbara area which 
has always had a very strong environmental constituency You 
may recall that there was a very famous oil spill m Santa Barbara 
the Union Oil 

Platform a blowout where over 50 000 barrels of oil were 
spewed along the beaches of Santa Barbara and that occurred in 
January of 1969 So this race was occurring a year after that event 
and so I was very strongly aligned with the anti offshore oil forces 
Congressman Teague wasn t interested in that issue so I had a lot 
of support from environmentalists as well 
So basically it was environmentalism and anti war? 

And I think a tlnrd issue that we ran on was the congressional 
seniority system This was a time when the Democrats controlled 
Congress and many of the congressional chairmen were from the 
Southern states and they were segregationists They were really 
opponents of any kind of liberal or progressive change And the 
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only way to really have much of a chance I think of moving 
forward with a progressive agenda would be to end this insidious 
seniority system that rewarded people with semor positions m 
Congress just based upon how long they d been around And that 
really aided the South because they didn t have a two party system 
as did the rest of the country so they always had more seniority 
So the system was very skewed towards the South the most 
conservative region in the country and places like California did 
not have an opportunity to help get legislation through the 
Congress 

And Teague even though he was a Republican he was an 
older man he was m his late 60 s then He d been there for a long 
time It was a good way to talk about the seniority system because 
from my view Teague was part of the problem 

And one of the things that I campaigned on and I think fairly 
effectively was that people would say Well you re only 26 years 
old and you re running for Congress? Shouldn t you run for 
school board first? 

I would respond That s part of the problem is that we have a 
system that the tradition is you start at the school board and you 
serve there for a few years and then you run for the city council 
and then you run for the board of supervisors and then you run for 
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the state legislature By the time you re old enough to run for 
Congress you re already in your 50 s and you ve already made so 
many compromises and are so much removed from ordinary 
people no wonder Congress is out of touch and we need to short 
circuit that system We need to find candidates that are not part of 
that system and who represent a fresh approach 

So that was part of how I responded to that question and that 
was also an important part of my candidacy I was trying to take 
my age which in a sense maybe was a liability but I tried to 
make it an asset by talking about the seniority system 

And the only other thing I would mention about the campaign 
is that I think I would have lost anyway but the very last week of 
the campaign Teague brought up this fact that I had turned in my 
draft card as a protest against the war It s not something that I had 
talked about m the campaign but he brought it up as an issue I 
think that cost me some votes I would have gotten 45 46 47 
percent but with this draft card distraction the last week of the 
campaign I think it hurt my candidacy some 
How did you feel about that 9 As you said you re probably not 
going to win anyway and then he throws this out towards the end 
Maybe it didn t matter in terms of the actual decisiveness of the 
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vote but how did you react to that 9 What were your thoughts 
about the political system when that happened 9 
Well it was difficult At that time you know I thought maybe I 
was going to win In retrospect I don t think I was going to win 
But at the time there was a lot of campaign We had generated so 
much volunteer support and there seemed to be so much 
enthusiasm that I thought there was really a chance to win 
He was threatened actually 

He was threatened and I think that he may have known about this 
draft card situation for some time and didn t think it was necessary 
to get involved m that kind of a tactic but I think as the election 
got closer and closer I think he felt he had to use it 

On the one hand I obviously was concerned that it was going 
to cost votes You never know what the initial response is going to 
be Maybe a lot of my supporters would be offended not only 
people who might vote for me but people who were involved m the 
campaign and that turned out not to be the case It was not an 
issue that most people seemed to care about 

But I think for someone who was more conservative not 
engaged in the political process maybe was a World War II 
veteran or maybe had been involved in Vietnam you know this 
issues important to some people and anything that would be 
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construed as not serving your countiy or not supporting the 
fighting men overseas would be a reason for these people not to 
support my candidacy 

On the other hand it was good to get it out there It was 
something that was part of my past and at some point was probably 
going to be made public Might as well get it out there and let the 
chips fall where they may 

How did you answer that at the time*? Did you have to respond to 
that criticism 9 

I did and it wasn t easy Part of the response was that this was an 
act of civil disobedience that by taking this action it changed my 
draft status and that I could have easily not had to deal with this 
issue I could have continued to maintain my student deferment 
but I cared enough about this issue that I was willing to engage in 
an act that I knew had some personal and legal consequences that 
were associated with it 

I also pointed out that when I was called to go and be inducted 
in the Armed Services I went I didn t walk away from that 
responsibility but I was determined to be 4F and received a 


medical deferment 
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Well it sounds like you had a good response Actually you 
already had a student deferment anyway so you weren t really 
trying to get out of something as opposed to making a statement 
Right 

That campaign was over At the conclusion of that election what 
were you thinking about in terms of yourself for the future 7 Your 
future in politics 

My thought was wanting to stay involved politically You know 
when you run for office and you spend all this money all this time 
to have your name out there to just sort of walk away from it 
afterwards even if you want to do that is maybe a selfish thing 
because people have invested a lot in you and it oftentimes takes 
two or three times for someone to run and ultimately be successful 
And so you feel some obligation I think to your supporters 
who are encouraging you to run again to seriously consider that 
But I didn t require much m the way of encouragement I had the 
bug and was probably going to do it anyway 

But what I was in part looking towards was that there was 
reapportionment that was coming up As I mentioned this was the 
last time that this district was going to be in its current form and 
there was an opportunity to redo the district in a way that might 


make it much easier for me to be elected to Congress 
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At that point the Democrats controlled the State Legislature 
the reapportionment process is controlled by the Legislature and 
even though there was a Republican Governor the Democrats had 
a majority and there was a chance that maybe they could fashion a 
district that would take away some of the more conservative 
Republicans parts There were a lot of parts of this district that 
were going to have to be carved away one way or the other and 
that a district could be created that would be more to my liking 
What actually happened next another part of this is that 
there was a race for the State Assembly in 1970 the same time I 
was running for Congress All of the seats in this area were 
controlled by Republicans Republican congressman Republican 
state senator Republican assemblymember This was a 
Republican area and it was difficult for Democrats to get elected 
But in the State Assembly race in 1970 the Democratic candidate 
came within one or two percentage points of winning because the 
Republican incumbent had a very weak environmental record In 
fact when the oil blowout occurred in the Santa Barbara channel 
and there were a couple of votes taken in the State Legislature to 
sort of go after Union Oil he didn t vote He was quite close to 
the oil companies so he was very vulnerable And so he was 
almost overtaken by the Democratic candidate 
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When the seats were redone for reapportionment there was 
basically a deal made between all of the incumbents that they 
would have basically an incumbents reapportionment that they 
would look out for all of the incumbents So the hope for a much 
stronger congressional district did not come forward The district 
was not much better than it was previously 

And so many of my supporters encouraged me to run for the 
State Assembly in 1972 that would be the next election cycle 
because that was the seat that a Democrat had the best chance of 
winning and many people felt that I was a much stronger 
candidate than the candidate who ran and who almost won against 
the Republican If you can follow all of that 

So I ended up running for the State Assembly in 1972 And 
even though my first interest and love was Congress the anti war 
movement international relations and national politics I felt that s 
where my interest and expertise was The political reality dictated 
that if I wanted to have much success as a Democratic candidate I 
should turn my attention to the State Assembly and away from 
Congress 

So that s what I did I ran for the State Assembly against the 
incumbent Assembly Republican named Don MacGillivray who 


was a weak incumbent but in order to win that race I had to run 
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against the Democratic candidate who had almost beat him He 
viewed my entering the race as an act of subterfuge that this was 
his seat and that he was entitled it and I was infringing on his 
territory 

And who was that 7 

His name was Ken Palmer So that was a difficult race There was 
a lot of personal animosity but it was not a close race I beat him 
quite handily 

I had all of the activists Clearly I was the leader of this 
progressive reform movement m this area at least as it related to 
electoral politics 

And whom did he represent 7 What was his base of support 7 
Well that s a good question I don t really know He was a 
businessman and he d been m Santa Barbara for a long time so he 
had some you know personal friendships and contacts But he 
didn t really have an ideological base a particular point of view 
that he was espousing It was more you know I m a successful 
businessman I m a good listener I m a problem solver It was 
sort of those kinds of platitudes rather than a particular core belief 
that seemed to move his campaign forward 
So it sounds like you really represented what the Democratic Party 
was supposed to be I think he was more of a candidate but you 
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HART Well that s a little harsh I mean I sort of represented the liberal 

activists And Ken maybe represented more of the Establishment 
the more centrist types of people m the area And you know there 
was a big age differential He was twenty years older than I was 
so it was a generational thing as well as partially I think an 
ideological thing 

CASTANEDA And you were still teaching during this period weren t you 9 

HART I was but only on a part time basis After I lost the congressional 

race well as I mentioned I d given up my teaching job at 
Laguna Blanca after a year so to sort of make ends meet I did 
substitute teaching I did part time teaching at the community 
college My wife was working full time so she had more of the 
family income than I did 
CASTANEDA Let me go ahead and 
[End Tape 3 Side B] 

[Begin Tape 4 Side A] 

CASTANEDA How did your campaign against MacGilhvray go 9 

HART I lost and that was the low point of my political career because 

most people thought that I would win MacGilhvray was a weak 
incumbent He had barely won before I was a stronger candidate 
than the person who had run against before So my defeat was 
hard personally to take and a lot of people were surprised It was 
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the closest race in the state I lost by 300 votes which represented 
less than one tenth of one percent of the vote 

Primarily 1972 was a bad year for Democrats That was the 
year that Nixon destroyed McGovern so at the top of the ticket 
the Republicans did very well and Democrats did poorly And 
here in California there were a number of ballot propositions that 
were very difficult for a liberal candidate One was a measure to 
decriminalize marijuana Proposition 19 I still remember its 
number And I supported that It was not a legalization measure 
but it was a decriminalization measure and the voters of California 
overwhelmingly defeated it 

There was also an anti pornography measure that I think 
passed I can t even remember I m sure the courts threw it out 
But I was against that 

There was a property tax reduction measure similar to 
Proposition 13 which passed six years later I was opposed to 
that 

This was all during your first year 9 Well during 
This is m the 1972 campaign All of these measures were on the 
ballot in November of 1972 MacGillivray very effectively and his 
whole campaign was Gary Hail supports the 
legalization/decnminalization of marijuana Gary Hart is not m 
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favor of cracking down on pornography Gary Hart s not in favor 
of reducing property taxes Nothing about what he had done 
what he had accomplished but it was all about my association with 
these initiative measures that I was on the wrong side of in terms 
of the politics 

There was one final ballot proposition on the death penalty 
There were four pornography property taxes marijuana and the 
death penalty and I was opposed to the death penalty 

So these were very emotional issues and I was on the wrong 
side of all of them and three of them passed Those all contributed 
along with the Nixon debacle 

And then one other thing I just mention it since the race was 
so close MacGilhvray like Teague used the draft card and he 
used it m the final days of the campaign in a very I think probably 
effective ad He had the student body president of one of the 
community colleges m the district Alan Hancock get on 
television the American flag in the background and he said My 
name is [so and so] and I m the student body president at the Alan 
Hancock College And you know I was going to vote for Gary 
Hart but as a Vietnam veteran someone who served in Vietnam I 
have to tell you I was real disappointed when I found out that he 
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had turned m his draft card as a protest against the war m 
Vietnam And so that ad was run heavily the last week 

When you lose by 300 votes you don t know exactly what 
was the straw that broke the camel s back 

And then this young man ended up shortly after the election 
being prosecuted for theft for burglary and ended up serving time 
I think 

Pretty classic 
Yeah 

So that was very difficult and my feeling was after losing to 
someone as weak and ineffectual an incumbent as Don 
MacGillivray if I couldn t beat him that I should not pursue 
elective office again that it just wasn t m the cards and I had to get 
on with my life 

However the Speaker of the Assembly then was a man named 
Bob Moretti and Bob Moretti had come and campaigned for me 
against MacGillivray and he had liked me and we had struck up a 
friendship I still remember the day after the election Bob Moretti 
called me up and he says Whatever you do I don t want you to 
decide anything I want you to just lay back for a couple of days I 
know you re probably sick of politics but just don t make a 
commitment about anything In the meantime he says I want to 
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appoint you to the Coastal Commission and I want you to serve as 
my representative on the Coastal Commission 

And that really saved the day for me because it gave me a bit 
of a cooling off period I accepted Moretti s appointment to this 
newly created commission which resulted from another measure 
that was on the ballot It was called Proposition 20 and it was a 
very bold initiative for that point of time It was a measure to save 
the California coastline and set up a senes of regional and state 
commissions throughout the state It had a lot of power and 
visibility So I became one of the founding members of the 
Coastal Commission and it provided a way for me to stay visible 
with a responsible government position It gave me some 
credibility that I wasn t just a two time loser and a school teacher 
without a job that I was someone who had an important position m 
state government 

Sol really owed a great deal to Bob Moretti for standing by 
me and encouraging me to stay involved in politics 
Now did you know Moretti before then 7 Had you had much 
contact 7 

I hadn t had much contact with him I remember meeting him m 
1970 campaigning when I was running for Congress in Ventura 
He was supporting Birch Bayh Senator Bayh from Indiana who 
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was thinking about running for President at that point in time And 
I met both Moretti and Bayh 

But when I became a candidate in 1972 the job of the 
Speaker of the Assembly is to help maintain a Democratic 
majority so he was very interested in my candidacy He provided 
financial support and many of his lieutenants were involved 
People like John Burton who s now the President Pro Tern was a 
very close associate of Bob Moretti I remember John coming to 
Santa Barbara for an event and helping me out some and some of 
the other key members of the Legislature helping me out as well 

It s kind of interesting Bob Moretti was going to run for 
Governor in 1974 He knew it everybody knew it so there was a 
lot of jockeying that was already going on as to who was going to 
replace Bob Moretti as Speaker and there was a contest emerging 
And so I was one of the beneficiaries of this contest of these 
candidates who were running for Speaker wanting to have my 
support And so they would go out of their way to provide 
financial support and political support for me when I ran again in 
1974 

The two candidates for speaker then were Leo McCarthy and 


Willie Brown both from San Francisco 
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To go back just for a second when you were as you said being on 
the wrong side of some of these issues and you were doing this 
because you believed in that and yet the public s perception 
sometimes of politicians is that they re always on the right side of 
whatever issue bangs the votes how did you deal with that 9 
That obviously made you an appealing candidate to many people 
because you were talking about what you believed m 

Were there people who were saying to you advisors that 
you d better take a different position because it might not be 
popular 9 Did you have to weigh these considerations 9 
You know you do but I was sort of so strongly identified just in 
my own mind and I think as you perceptively pointed out m 
many of my supporters minds my great strength was that I was 
viewed as someone who was somewhat above the fray and not 
following the public opinions polls that I was a candidate of 
substance and who had some principles And so maybe there 
would have been some political advantage to hedging my bets on 
some of those matters but there would have been a price to pay as 
well with my most enthusiastic supporters 

I think some of my strongest supporters who had worked the 


hardest and maybe had contributed the most money who agreed 
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with me on some of those positions would have been 
disappointed 

The longer I was in politics sometimes I was more careful 
about some of these matters given what some of my expenences 
were You know it s always hard to try to figure out what s the 
right thing to do and what is it permissible to do in terms of 
compromising but not compromising on one s fundamental 
principles or beliefs 

One of the things that I think certainly prevented my ability to 
be elected for Congress which I ran again in 1988 and lost again 
or to run for statewide office is that I was always an opponent of 
the death penalty Every year that I was in the Legislature there 
would be fewer and fewer Democrats that would be opposed to the 
death penalty Back in the early 70s I would say probably a 
majority of elected officials that were Democrats opposed the 
death penalty But it was such a difficult position politically that 
was exploited by Republicans that more and more Democrats 
moved away from that 

I think it got to the point that by the time I left the Legislature 
I was the only Democrat who represented a suburban district who 
was opposed to the death penalty There were a handful of urban 
Democrats mostly African American legislators that opposed the 
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death penalty but I was the only one from a suburban area and I 
always represented a marginal district 

So it hurt me politically but I always considered it m a sense 
a badge of honor that a very difficult issue I always sort of stood 
by my principles And it was always a hard one because you 
know people will accuse you of defending a Charles Manson or 
whoever the latest ghastly killer of the week is 
Did your views change over time in terms of the decriminalization 
of marijuana or the pornography 9 What was the fourth one 9 
The property taxes 9 
Yeah property taxes 

You know they did somewhat but I don t think m a fundamental 
way For example on the property taxes clearly when I was 
elected in 1974 there was this period in the mid 1970s and late 
1970s when there was a tremendous spike in real estate values and 
when that occurred people s property taxes went up And I had 
many constituents that were semor citizens living on fixed incomes 
who were really hurt by the existing property tax mechanism so I 
became an advocate of property tax relief But I did not support 
Proposition 13 I felt that that was too simplistic and it was going 
too far in terms of reducing basic public services for people here in 


California 
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But my position did change from that period in 1972 when I 
didn t view property taxes as much of an issue and I felt that the 
people who were supporting the 1972 initiative Philip Watson 
who was the county assessor in Los Angeles and Howard Jarvis 
this crazy man we shouldn t be giving them the time of day But 
as facts were brought to my attention that this really was a 
legitimate issue that was hurting a lot of my constituents my 
position changed but it changed in response to what I thought 
were important facts that had emerged 

But on pornography they didn t change They didn t change 
on the death penalty 

In 1972 we had these very onerous laws against marijuana 
possession If you had you know just a joint m your possession 
it could be a felony That was ridiculous On the other hand 
going to decriminalization was going very far in the other 
direction My position was let s make marijuana possession an 
infraction similar to a traffic ticket or a misdemeanor something 
that would not involve jail time and maybe something more than a 
traffic ticket Maybe it would have been a significant fine of a 
hundred dollars which m 1972 was a lot more than it is today 
But in 1972 I was faced with this situation with here you re in 
a campaign you ve got this law that s on the books that says you 



123 


CASTANEDA 

HART 


CASTANEDA 

HART 

CASTANEDA 


HART 


can be a felon for having simple possession of a joint and then you 
have decriminalization on the other side You re not able to carve 
a position somewhere in the middle You either are for the 
proposition or you re against it or you take no position at all And 
I had a very difficult time of not taking a position on any issue I 
felt that voters were entitled to know how I felt particularly if 
something was on the ballot than to just sort of take a walk 
On the pornography issue was that like a freedom of speech 
protection 9 

Yes it was crafted and I can t remember the details but it was 
crafted m such a way to be I m sure compromising serious works 
of art whether they were pictorial or literature in a way that I 
didn t think could withstand a constitutional test and I didn t think 
were good for 

It seemed more censorship maybe 
Exactly 

Could you talk a little bit about the structure of the Coastal 
Commission 9 I guess one thing that happened to really give it 
support was the Santa Barbara oil spill and you were m Santa 
Barbara 

Yes and it passed overwhelmingly in Santa Barbara It occurred 


at the same time as all these other initiatives were on the ballot that 
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ended up with a very different outcome from where I was 
politically 

But Proposition 20 this measure had a lot of grassroots 
support It was strongly opposed by the development community 
But the idea of saving the California coastline was just something 
that people wanted to support And it became for me a good way 
to not only learn about an important local and state issue that I 
didn t have a lot of expertise in My background was more in 
international relations and some in education and this was an 
opportunity for me to roll up my sleeves and have some practical 
experience m dealing with some state and local government issues 
as well as being strongly associated with an environmental point of 
view 

The commission you asked about the structure there was a 
state commission and there were six regional commissions and the 
six regional commissions encompassed six different costal regions 
of California The area that I represented was called the South 
Central Coastal Commission which represented three counties 
Santa Barbara Ventura and San Luis Obispo counties And then 
there was the Central Coastal Commission that included Monterey 
Santa Cruz So we d take a number of counties and make a 


regional body out of it 
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And this was somewhat controversial some form of regional 
government There were a lot of people particularly those who 
were opposed to Proposition 20 who argued that we ve got too 
much government already this is another layer we shouldn t be 
doing this 

The regional commission that I served on had twelve 
members Two were appointed by the Governor two appointed by 
the Senate Rules Committee two appointed by the Speaker of the 
Assembly That s how Bob Moretti ended up appointing me And 
then there were six local government representatives 
representatives of cities and counties throughout this region So 
you had these multiple appointing authorities 

And what was interesting in the commission that I was 
appointed to is that Ronald Reagan was Governor then and Ronald 
Reagan was strongly opposed to Proposition 20 so he appointed 
people to the commission who were opposed to Proposition 20 
And most of the local government people who were on the 
commission they also were opposed to the commission because it 
was preempting some of their authority 

So we had this sort of bizarre situation where you created a 
commission you had twelve members of this regional commission 
and nine of the commissioners were opposed to the measure that 
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created the commission There were only three of us on this 
particular commission that supported Proposition 20 

But I loved it I mean I was out there And our responsibility 
was twofold One is that any development that was going to occur 
along the coastline that was approved by a city or a county also 
had to be approved by our regional coastal commission The idea 
was that too often these cities were beholden to the oil companies 
to the realtors to the developers and they were approving 
developments that were locking up the coast and denying the 
public access to the coast So by having this commission that 
could oversee the work of cities and counties when they approved 
development then we might be able to stop some bad 
development 

So we had a lot of big developers as well as individual 
homeowners coming before our commission wanting permits and 
we would have to decide on whether or not to grant them a permit 

Then there was a state commission and the state commission 
also had appointments by these three appointing authorities the 
Governor Senate Rules and Speaker of the Assembly and then 
each regional commission there were six of them each elected 
one of their own to serve on the state commission And the state 
commission was sort of like an appellate court You could make 



127 


CASTANEDA 


HART 


CASTANEDA 


your appeals to the state commission if you didn t like the decision 
of the regional commission 

In addition to permit authority these regional commissions 
were responsible for developing a coastal plan to try to plan for the 
future of the California coastline to tiy and preserve it for future 
generations So I was involved in that process as well 
It must have been frustrating at times to be dealing with other 
commissioners who were not really m favor 
It was But also for me it was a wonderful opportunity because 
for all of my political life which had gone back to 1967 I d been 
involved for five years I was basically a petitioner I was a 
protester I was dissenter I was a reformer I was someone who 
was knocking on the door trying to have government move m a 
different direction or hoping to be elected myself to be part of that 
government and being basically turned away This was my first 
opportunity to take an oath of office to be part of the system and 
to try and move it from inside instead of outside 

And it s true it was frustrating because I was usually on the 
short end of many of the votes But it was also exhilarating to be 
there to be on the dais rather than out m the audience 
Were you much in contact with Bob Moretti during this time 9 He 
had appointed you 
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Actually I didn t have too much contact with Bob Moretti because 
he was then starting to run for Governor He had bigger fish to fry 
and was not involved anymore He didn t particularly care about 
I mean he did in a way but his job wasn t dependent upon 
maintaining Democratic majority m the State Assembly That was 
falling to these other people that wanted to succeed him 
When you decided that you were going to run again how did you 
proceed from there? 

Well actually Chris it jogs my memory to talk about some of 
these things There s another story here that I should mention 
because it relates to what actually happened in the race m 1974 that 
I finally won 

What happened was is that Congressman Teague who I had 
run against you 11 recall back in 1970 gosh I don t know when 
it was I think it was Christmas of 1973 so this was a year after I 
lost the election against MacGilhvray Congressman Teague had 
a heart attack and died and so all of sudden there was a vacancy 
for his seat And my first decision was having come so close to 
winning for the State Assembly m 1972 do I want to run for the 
State Assembly again? And there was also some reapportionment 
things were going on that were kind of complicated The district 
had to be redone The Supreme Court ruled that what had 



129 


happened in 1972 had to be changed So the districts were 
changing 

The Assembly distnct was a more politically doable seat to 
win than Congress Congress was my first love but it was going 
to be a tougher race The Assembly was much more manageable 
I thought I had a strong chance of winning the Assembly probably 
more than 50/50 Congress would be less than 50/50 So after 
some soul searching I decided that I should stay put and run for 
the State Assembly and forego the race for Congress 

In 1974 this was when Watergate was taking place Nixon 
was President Republicans were m deep trouble There was a real 
possibility of getting elected to Congress but I chose not to And 
then what happened was a chain reaction occurred The state 
senator for this area decided to run for Congress His name was 
Lagomarsmo So he ran for Congress and when he ran for 
Congress there was a special election that was called And then 
the State Assemblyman MacGillivray who I had lost to he 
decided to run for Lagomarsmo s seat That meant that there was a 
vacancy a non incumbent seat for the State Assembly which 


made it that much more attractive 
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So the congressional race occurred Lagomarsmo won even 
though it a tough race for him because of the Watergate 
controversy 

I also could have run for the State Senate but chose not to do 
so There was someone named Omer Rains who decided to run as 
the Democratic candidate He ran against MacGillivray and beat 
MacGillivray fairly easily 

And then I ran for the State Assembly and I ran against an 
insuranc e executive named Tim Terry from S anta B arbara The 
draft card thing came up again and I went through all of that 
again 

Did it come up in the same way towards the end? 

Yeah it always comes up towards the end 

At least it s predictable 

Exactly 

The race turned out to be close Terry was not as conservative 
as MacGillivray or Teague He was younger He was a more 
attractive candidate in many respects but I did win by 2 000 votes 
and was elected And many of the issues were the same that I d 
run on before I was the environmental candidate I ran on 
campaign finance reform Education was an important issue for 
me as well It was sure nice to win after losing twice before 
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Yeah It must have felt really good 
It did 

Did you have people working with you through these campaigns? 
Advisors to help you with the campaign? 

I did 

Was there continuity there? 

There was some continuity You know it does change When I 
first ran for Congress a lot of the district was in Ventura County 
and I had many close supporters and friends in Ventura County 
When I ran for the State Assembly both m 72 and 74 Ventura 
County was not part of the district so you know it changed 
somewhat 

I had a core group of supporters that were very loyal many of 
who were financially very generous Santa Barbara is a place 
where there are some wealthy people Many of them most of 
them are conservative and Republican but in Santa Barbara there 
are many liberal people that are wealthy I was the chief 
beneficiary of some of their political generosity 

There are interesting people that live in Santa Barbara who 
have inherited wealth who were just wonderful to me that made it 
possible And one of the reasons why maybe on some of these 
questions on the death penalty and some other issues I always felt 
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enormously grateful that I had the kind of support that allowed me 
in a way to do what I thought was right I think some other 
candidates that didn t have that kind of support probably maybe 
had to pay closer attention to every beat of the electoral pulse 

I had a campaign manager in 1972 named Jerry Seedborg who 
did a masterful job of getting me through that first difficult 
Democratic primary and running the election in 1972 Jerry stayed 
with me and was my campaign manager in 74 and in all of my 
remaining campaigns he was my campaign manager So I had a 
key person who I worked very closely with in managing my 
campaigns 

CASTANEDA After you won I guess you left the Coastal Commission 9 
HART Yes I served there for two years but when I was elected to the 

State Assembly I resigned my position 
CASTANEDA Okay Let me go ahead and 

[End Tape 4 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 4 SideB] 

CASTANEDA So after you won the election for the State Assembly you come up 

to Sacramento 9 
HART Yes 

CASTANEDA What was your impression 9 What did you think about being in the 


Assembly 9 
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Well first of all it was a great honor I mean the idea that I could 
get elected to an office and have the ability to influence the laws of 
a state as large and as important as California I considered it a 
tremendous honor and responsibility And I just was so excited 
having just been a school teacher and having been a grassroots 
activist where you re sort of just trying to find office space and 
you re licking envelopes and you re involved m the most sort of 
pedestrian of activities just to kind of scrape by to all of a sudden 
have an office with good upholstered furniture to have a secretary 
to have a coterie of attorneys to help write laws for me to have 
people want to talk to me who are important 
people lobbyists other elected officials who want my time 
One of the hardest things that I had to deal with initially was 
I m a nice guy I want to give everybody their day in court and I 
found myself soon overwhelmed that there weren t enough hours 
m a day to deal with all the people that wanted to influence me It 
was so different than what I had done before where I was trying to 
get people who were part of the power structure to listen and I 
could hardly get their time of day and now all of a sudden I really 
had to realize that I was finally part of the power structure and had 
to try to figure out a way to parcel out my time 



134 


One other thing that I would be remiss if I didn t mention is 
that it was veiy traumatic right after the election because with Bob 
Moretti running for Governor Bob Moretti lost he lost to Jerry 
Brown m the primary Jerry Brown was elected as Governor 
there was this fight for Speaker and Willie Brown was a very 
close friend of Bob Moretti Willie Brown was the heir apparent 
Everyone thought that Willie Brown was going to be the Speaker 
He was brilliant he was a minority he was a friend of Bob 
Moretti I was a friend of Bob Moretti But there was a close 
election going on between Willie Brown and Leo McCarthy 

Leo McCarthy was not as well known as Willie Brown But 
when I ran for the State Assembly m 1974 Leo McCarthy came 
and spent time with me He made an initial substantial campaign 
contribution to me Some of his lieutenants and friends did 
likewise They were people that I liked and felt comfortable with 
One of his key lieutenants was someone named Howard Berman 
from Los Angeles who I had worked with in the anti war 
movement He was of my generation I had enonnous respect for 
Howard He had worked closely with Allard Lowenstem 

Willie Brown had sort of taken me for granted Willie Brown 
was flamboyant He never really asked for my vote Never spent 
any time with me Willie had somewhat of a reputation as a 
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wheeler dealer I wasn t real comfortable with that Leo 
McCarthy had a reputation as sort of straight laced straight 
shooter That s how I perceived myself 

So I committed to vote for Leo McCarthy for Speaker and 
that was very upsetting to Willie Brown and to John Burton 
although Bob Moretti never criticized me never said he was 
disappointed or anything like that But it was a very close race 
and it was a very traumatic time 
And you were brand new 
I was brand new 

Actually it s a little bit misleading Bob Moretti when he 
was defeated for Governor in the Democratic primary in June of 
1974 I was elected in November of 1974 he gave up the 
speakership and there was an election then and Leo McCarthy 
was elected over Willie Brown So I somewhat misspoke by 
saying that Willie Brown was favored He was favored earlier on 
but Leo McCarthy had won But there was an expectation of 
Willie Brown that with people like me getting elected there were 
a lot of new people coming in that Willie would be able to carry 
the day But I remained loyal to Leo McCarthy who was my 
initial choice anyway and McCarthy prevailed 
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But you know as a new member to immediately have these 
people that had been around a long time who I had read about and 
had respect for people who are on both sides of this fight to have 
to cast a vote was not an easy thing There s really no harder vote 
to cast I think than for a leadership vote as to who is going to be 
Speaker 

McCarthy was being supportive of you during your own campaign 

Was he doing this with other Democrats 7 

Yes 

So he was really sort of making sure he got to know candidates 
before they came into the Assembly 7 
That s right 

And Willie Brown wasn t doing that 
Well Willie Brown was doing it some but I don t think as 
effectively and as conscientiously All I can do is speak from my 
own experience where Leo would spend time with me and Willie 
Brown would not 

You mentioned that Berman had a relationship with Lowenstein 
Did you know him before 7 

I knew him It wasn t a close personal friendship We had had 
some contact It was probably as much by reputation as anything 
else Howard Berman was involved with the College Young 
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Democrats back in 1967 and was instrumental in helping get the 
California Young Democrats or College Young Democrats 
there were two or three such organizations one of the first 
organizations I think to come out in favor of McCarthy and 
against Lyndon Johnson That s one of the things that Lowenstem 
as I mentioned earlier worked very hard was to get some of these 
Democratic groups grassroots groups to go against Lyndon 
Johnson and Howard Berman had been instrumental in helping to 
bring that about 

When you got up to the Assembly what did you want to do when 
you got up there? What did you see your mission as? 

Well it was I think two things One is to try and act on my 
campaign platform and campaign statements and those were for a 
strong environmental point of view It was for campaign finance 
reform There was another ballot measure on the ballot then called 
Proposition 9 that Jerry Brown had run for Governor on and I was 
very supportive of this This was an effort to try to clean up some 
of the corrupt practices that had occurred and inappropriate uses of 
money in the political process 

And then of course education was an important issue for me 
as well trying to see that schools got more money and trying to 
focus on better quality schools 
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So that was number one The other matter besides fulfilling 
those campaign commitments is that I felt a real desire to try to 
establish some credibility with my colleagues to try to carve out 
an area of expertise And I still remember Bob Moretti giving me 
sage advice after the election saying there s a tendency on the part 
of legislators new legislators particularly to try to do too much to 
try and take on too much His advice was find one area and 
become an expert in that area that other people can rely upon you 
for your expertise You serve on three or four committees 

And so committee assignments were very important because 
that s where you develop your expertise 

And then I received some excellent advice from someone who 
was staff to Bob Moretti one of his key advisors on his paid staff 
when he was Speaker named Vic Fazio who subsequently became 
a very influential congressman from this area Vic is someone who 
had helped some in my campaign when Moretti was Speaker And 
after my election I was discussing with Vic Fazio committee 
assignments and I told him I said You know I don t think I 
want to serve on the Education Committee because I know a lot 
about education I want to branch out into some other areas 
because I ve got expertise in education And he says No that s 
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a real mistake He says You ve got some expertise in 
education you need to build upon that 

And so if I haven t had that conversation with Vic Fazio I 
probably would not have pursued the Education Committee 
assignment and if I hadn t I don t think I ever would have had as 
much influence as I did on education 

So I followed Vic s advice and asked Speaker McCarthy for 
an appointment to the Education Committee I also served on the 
Natural Resources Committee the pnncipal environmental 
committee I was also on the Assembly Health Committee 
Sol had some good committee assignments I got the 
committee assignments that I wanted and so I had an opportunity 
to really work in those areas 

When did education become an issue that you wanted to work with 
through the political system 9 I heard you mention it leading up to 
the 74 campaign And you always in a sense were in education 
either as a student or a teacher 
Yeah 

When did you see it as something you could work with in a 
political environment 9 

Well I think it really became foremost in my mmd when I was 
elected to the Assembly and then I started serving on the 
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Education Conumttee You know I came to the quick realization 
that I knew a lot more about it what I thought were important 
education issues than some of the other members of the committee 
who had been around there for a long time 

And one of the things that really struck me was the extent to 
which the legislative process seemed to focus upon education 
issues that I didn t think had a whole lot of bearing upon what 
happens in school on a day to day basis and what a classroom 
teacher has to contend with Legislators were dealing with school 
earthquake standards They were dealing with very complex 
financial formulas But what could we do to help a classroom 
teacher do a better job or to help parents understand what they 
could do to help their kids which I thought was really the essence 
of what we ought to be focusing on that didn t get much attention 
So after serving in the Assembly for a year on the education 
committee I went to Speaker McCarthy and recommended the 
creation of a subcommittee on education reform that could focus 
on some of these issues that I thought were central to what takes 
place in schools but seemed to be missing m the legislative arena 
At that time the chairman of the Education Committee was 
Leroy Greene here from Sacramento Leroy was an engineer 
very interested in earthquake standards the Field Act and had a 
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great technical grasp of issues He was fascinated by the 
legislative process in terms of its technical aspects It was a real 
strength of his But I felt some of these other matters that were 
equally important if not more important were being neglected by 
the committee 

So Leo McCarthy said that he would create this 
subcommittee I was named chairman of the subcommittee in my 
second year in the State Assembly and had an opportunity then to 
really I had one staff person Linda Bond who s been a long 
time professional and personal friend of mine who helped me 
develop an agenda as the chairman of this committee and within a 
couple of years I had been successful in passing some I think very 
important legislation here in California for public education 
I d like to talk about that legislation but could you mention who 
was on the committee and the subcommittee and how many 
members did you have if you recall that? 

I m a little bit embarrassed The Education Committee was a large 
committee The Education Committee has always been a large 
committee So I would imagine there were somewhere between 
thirteen and twenty members of the committee But it was really 
Leroy Greene s committee He ran it with an iron hand in many 
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respects and treated some of the members of the committee almost 
like he was the teacher and they were the children m his class 
There was a Republican member of the committee The most 
prominent the most effective Republican was a man named Dixon 
Arnett who was a moderate Republican from the Peninsula area 
But Collier was a member of the committee He was from the 
Pasadena area an older gentleman but not deeply engaged in some 
of the work of the committee Leona Egeland was one of the 
Democratic members of the Education Committee that I worked 
closely with John Vasconcellos was a long time member of the 
Education Committee I d have to go back and put m some other 
names 

I guess the fact that you had been a teacher and had classroom 
experience gave you that perspective we were talking about 
Yes 

That to you that was education or that is education 
Yeah And what I did in that position it s not surprising is that I 
based upon my own personal experience and things that were 
really frustrating to me or that I felt strongly about as a classroom 
teacher I pursued as a member of this committee 

In the Education subcommittee that I created that first year 
actually my second year in the Legislature but my first year as 
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chairman of this committee there were three bills that I 
introduced I still remember the bill numbers 3407 3408 and 
3409 three measures and they dealt with matters that have always 
followed me throughout my legislative career 

One was on class size reduction As a classroom teacher I felt 
that the size of the classes that I had to teach that were too large 
and these large classes really interfered with my ability to be an 
effective teacher and that it led to significant burnout on my part 
the amount of papers that I had to grade I was very committed to 
grading students papers and essays and it just was overwhelming 
when you have 150 or 200 students per day that you have a 
responsibility for 

So that became a major focus of my work was class size 
reduction and I believe that that work ultimately led to the 
legislation that became so famous three or four years ago the 
creation of the twenty to one K 3 class size reduction which was 
really an offshoot of earlier legislation that I had carried 

A second measure dealt with academic standards 
So the first one is 3407 

Yes And then 3408 which actually was enacted into law I 
guess it took another term for it to be enacted It was in 1977 78 
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Now I in a little bit concerned that my dates may be off It may 
have been the second term 

But 3408 was a measure that dealt with academic standards 
My expenence as a classroom teacher was that social promotion 
was rampant In my very first teaching expenence at Santa 
Barbara High School I had a senior geography class I was 
appalled that many of these students who were 17 years old could 
not read the textbook They were fundamentally illiterate or close 
to illiterate and yet they were going to probably be high school 
graduates 

And I still recall going to the department chairman and saying 
you know I don t quite know what to do here I have students 
that cannot do the work in the class They do not command the 
land of literacy that they really have to have m order to pass this 
course I don t want to flunk them This is sort of the end of the 
process but I have to tell you that I don t want to give them a 
passing grade because I think that s kind of a prostitution of the 
process 

And the department chairman told me he says Well you 
need to know how the system works The way the system works is 
that if students come and they re not disruptive we give them a 
passing grade It s only if students do not come to school or if they 
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are disruptive that we give them a failing grade So you need to 
pass these students if they re compliant 

And as I said in many speeches both m the district and around 
the state when I earned this legislation that ultimately was passed 
I didn t know what to do I didn t have tenure I wanted my job 
so I passed them and I always felt badly about it 

So 3408 created a process that there had to be an examination 
that students had to take m reading comprehension wntmg 
performance and arithmetic the three R s and if they did not 
pass that examination they would not receive a high school 
diploma 

And that measure was enacted I think in 1977 or 1978 and it 
caused quite a stir throughout the state 

And of course this saga continues right up to today The 
Legislature three or four years ago passed legislation to end social 
promotion and this last year Governor Davis signed legislation 
creating a high school exit exam that s really modeled on the 
legislation that I had earned earlier The difference between the 
Davis legislation and my legislation was that the standards for this 
examination and the actual administration of the test under my 
legislation it occurred at the distnet level whereas the recently 
passed legislation creates a state test 
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Then the last piece of legislation had to do with professional 
development to try to provide more opportunities for classroom 
teachers to receive effective training so that they could be more 
effective classroom teachers And it s been another area that ever 
since I ve been involved in education issues in the Legislature I ve 
devoted quite a bit of time to 

In terms of the class size how rapidly were they increasing in size 
at this time in the 70s 9 How large were the classes and what 
were you trying to reduce them to 9 

Well I was teaching in the mid to late 60s m California and at 
that time I felt the class sizes were too large 

But what happened m the decade of the 70s is that class size 
got bigger and bigger because of fewer resources that were 
available to schools Also as you had less financial resources 
what has always happened is that with collective bargaining in 
California the teacher unions their first priority is always salary 
and benefits for their members which is understandable That s 
what I guess unions are for And if you take a look at what 
occurred when the resources started to dimmish is that salaries 
kept reasonably close to inflation They usually did not lose 
purchasing power although in some instances they did What 
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really happened is the bottom fell out of class size and so class 
sizes grew 

In California today we rank in the top ten states m terms of 
salaries that we pay teachers But in almost all other indicators the 
size of classes the number of counselors and computers all of 
those kinds of indicators we are at the bottom of the 50 states 

So in answer to your question there was a real dimimshment 
in a rich student teacher class size ratio during this period 
How large was the subcommittee that you were on 7 Was it a 
smaller committee 7 

It was a smaller committee I think there were only five members 
And really what it did is it provided me with a staff person Linda 
Bond who was working full time on these issues We would 
develop an agenda and I was able to have some say into who the 
members of the subcommittee would be so I had a workable 
committee that wasn t going to be fighting me every step of the 
way So I was able to control the committee basically and get 
some legislation passed through the committee It then would go 
to the full committee which was more of a challenge but we had 
created some credibility and had some momentum and so it was 
not nearly as hard as if there had not been a subcommittee 
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Now were you able to choose the members of the subcommittee 7 
How did that process work 7 

Actually the legal authority rests with the Speaker and I cannot 
recall whether or not I had input into the makeup of the committee 
Generally speaking my experience was that when I was 
involved in the creation of a new committee with the support of the 
Speaker in creating it I had significant say in who the membership 
of the subcommittee would be 

So it probably would have been people that were really m tune 
with education as opposed to engineering standards 7 
Yes My biggest challenge in this was Assemblyman Greene 
Chairman Greene did not like the idea of a subcommittee being 
created that might diminish in some respects his own authority 
But to his credit it was not like a war to him He didn t go to the 
Speaker and say If you create this subcommittee I m not going 
to be a team player in some other matters I m sure he wasn t 
very enthusiastic about it but he didn t make a big deal out of it 
Incidentally Leroy Greene had been a strong supporter of Willie 
Brown against Leo McCarthy 

I think that the Speaker felt that I was a member who had 
some talent and who had been working hard One of the 
challenges of the Speaker is to always figure out how to assist 
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some of the newer members who do not have the seniority to have 
positions of responsibility I think I was smart in being able to put 
forward this proposal to the Speaker that didn t cost a lot I wasn t 
asking for a lot And it wasn t that I was going to be going off in 
some crazy direction So he was I think more comfortable than 
he might have otherwise been with some of the other requests that 
came his way 

Because m a way it really was a challenge to Leroy Greene 
Yeah 

But he didn t see you as an enemy 

I don t think so I think one of my strengths as a legislator is that I 
always attempted to be respectful of other members You know 
you get in these politically charged environments There are a lot 
of things that are said and done in the heat of battle can cause some 
wounds and cause friendships and alliances to erode pretty quickly 
I think that was one of the things that I was pretty good at was that 
even though I had strongly held views and I would disagree with 
colleagues I really worked hard to maintain the personal 
relationships and felt that politics in the legislative arena is largely 
a personal enterprise and if you let your temper or your 
selfishness or your resentments get in the way it s very 


counterproductive I was pretty disciplined I mean I just don t 
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like to fight that much in sort of a personal way and I think it 
really worked to my advantage 

Would you say that everyone on your subcommittee was an ally or 
sort of on the same wavelength as you 9 
Well I can t remember who the members of the subcommittee 
were so I can t answer that But I don t recall that there were any 
problems I believe John Vasconcellos was a member I think 
Dixon Arnett was a member I just can t remember Ten Hughes 
may have been a member These were all people that I was very 
comfortable with and that were generally supportive of what I was 
attempting to do 

How long was the subcommittee in existence 9 
I think the committee was m existence until I left the Assembly m 
1982 so the committee was in existence for at least six years And 
it may have continued beyond my leaving the Assembly to go to 
the Senate Someone else took it over I can t remember who it 
was and what the committee did but I do think it stayed in 
existence for a few years after I left 

Was it concerned with all aspects of education 9 Was it through 
university education or was it K 12 9 

No it was focused on K 12 You know it land of had a broad 


charge but as I described it earlier we tried to deal with some of 
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these real life issues that are in the schools and the ones that I 
focused on were class size academic standards and professional 
development for teachers And that was largely what the 
committee did over its duration when I was serving as its chair 
So those would be the three mam accomplishments you ve cited'? 

I think so I think those were the three key areas that I worked 
with I really ought to talk to Linda Bond She would have a 
better memory of this than I There might have been some other 
things but I think those were the primary areas 

Another area of education that I became involved in and I m 
not sure when I was initially appointed to the committee whether 
it was in my second term in the Assembly or the third I think it 
was the second 

term I was appointed to the Assembly Ways and Means 
Committee That s the principal fiscal budget committee It is I 
think the most important most powerful committee m the 
Assembly 

That committee at that time had two responsibilities One was 
to review the state budget The other is to approve any bill that s 
passed by a policy committee that has fiscal implications 

The first part of the assignment of working on the budget was 


extremely important because education represents more than 50 
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percent if you include higher education m the state budget I was 
appointed to Ways and Means in my second term Everyone who 
serves on the Ways and Means Committee is appointed to a 
subcommittee and on that subcommittee you review a particular 
part of the budget It could be the natural resources the criminal 
justice budget but I wanted to serve on the education 
subcommittee and I gamed that assignment And John 
Vasconcellos was the chairman of that subcommittee of the Ways 
and Means Committee and this is where I really learned about 
state education policy it was my tutorial 

As I mentioned the policy committee was dealing with issues 
that I felt were kind of technical in nature and weren t what I 
thought were the most important issues 

But I found on the budget subcommittee of education we 
were dealing with many important programs that I think did have a 
real bearing on the state s education programs particularly 
programs affecting disadvantaged children and what steps could 
we be taking to try to improve educational performance for such 
children 

Wilson Riles was then the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction He had a very ambitious active agenda He had a 
whole series of programs like the School Improvement Program 
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the Master Plan for Special Education and the Early Childhood 
Education program There had been appropriations of sometimes 
m the hundreds of millions of dollars that were associated with 
these programs 

And so I had an opportunity to learn firsthand about all of the 
state programs that were in existence by serving on the education 
subcommittee of the Ways and Means committee In many ways 
this is a much more important committee for education than is the 
policy committee The policy committee deals with new ideas 
new programs changes in law The Ways and Means Committee 
budget subcommittee is dealing with what s already out there and 
in many respects what s already out there we re devoting billions 
of dollars to and to try to make those programs work better is 
maybe the most important work that the Legislature does m the 
education arena 

Well we re at the end of this tape and it s probably getting close 
to four so would you like to go ahead and stop? 


[End Tape 4 Side B] 
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[Begin Tape 5 Side A] 

CASTANEDA We are continuing the oral history interview with Senator Gary K 

Hart November 16th 

Last time we spoke we were talking about your career m the 
State Assembly and looking back over some of my own notes I 
noticed that you ve also been involved in legislation related to the 
environment There was a solar tax credit bill 

I m not sure how involved you were with the California 
Environmental Quality Act Were you 9 Okay I saw something 
about that in your files 

But I d be interested m talking with you a bit about the solar 
tax credit how you got involved in that and what the obstacles 
were in getting that through 

HART The solar tax credit legislation that I carried is a wonderful 

example I think of citizen participation in the governmental 
process 

I was approached by a constituent of mine from Isla Vista 
which is kind of a subsidiary community of UCSB an activist 
community very progressive and involved m a variety of issues 
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including environmental matters And there was a man named Ed 
Maschke who was involved with some kind of alternative energy 
project and he approached me in 1977 1978 somewhere m that 
period and asked if I would consider introducing legislation to 
establish a 55 percent tax credit for either an individual or for a 
business that used solar energy 

I looked at it carefully discussed it with my staff and thought 
it had merit So I went ahead and introduced the legislation even 
though I knew that it would be difficult to pass because anytime 
you put forward a tax credit it s a draw upon the state General 
Fund and the Department of Fmance doesn t like tax credits So I 
knew it would be an uphill battle but I went ahead and introduced 
the legislation 

At that time there was an energy crisis going on as there is 
today Gasoline prices and oil prices were quite high And so the 
timing was good in terms of doing something along this line 
because there was more interest there as always when energy 
prices are higher to do something that is of an alternative energy 
nature 

So I introduced the bill I was not optimistic about its 
prospects for passage But sometime after the bill was introduced 
I got a call from the Governor Governor Jerry Brown who 
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came to have a tremendous interest in alternative energy issues 
He called up and said I understand you ve got a solar tax credit 
bill 

I said Yes I do Governor 

And he says Well I like that bill I think that s a great idea 
and I want to do all I can to support it and help you get it enacted 
into law 

So with that phone call things changed very rapidly because 
the Governor controls the Department of Finance which is usually 
the most zealous guardian of maintaining what they would 
consider to be the integrity of the tax code And with strong 
Democratic majorities in the Legislature which tended to be more 
environmentally oriented after the Governor made clear his desire 
to support the bill it didn t have that much trouble getting enacted 
into law 

And it s really quite unusual Normally if you try to involve 
the Governor to support a bill and you lobby the Governor you 
approach the Governor you have a very carefully orchestrated 
campaign to get the Governor s support In this instance the 
Governor just picked up the phone somehow he had heard about 
the bill and he was my greatest supporter I almost had to 
expand the bill because of his enthusiasm for it 
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So the legislation got passed and it was I think a very 
important piece of legislation at that point m time As a result of 
the passage of the legislation a lot of people did solar panels on 
their homes for heating water And as long as energy prices stayed 
high the tax credit really made I think a significant impact m 
say the late 70s and early 80s But when energy prices declined 
substantially when the OPEC cartel was m disarray and the energy 
prices went down then alternative energy became much less 
attractive 

Were you involved in other alternative energy legislation or 
proposals 9 

Not so much This was the primary one There were some fine 
tunings that had to occur with the legislation and that was the 
major focus 

Now I should mention I don t know if you would consider 
this alternative energy but I thought it was probably an even more 
important bill that I earned on the environmental energy front We 
called it Dnve Plus It was I thought a very innovative 
proposal that my staff had put together after I made clear that I 
wanted to do something along these lines 

The basic issue that we were attempting to address is that if 
citizens or consumers make wise and responsible environmental 
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choices they re not rewarded for that They re rewarded for it just 
in terms of feeling good But m terms of receiving any real 
economic credit for that it really doesn t exist 

So based upon that finding what we wanted to do was to try 
to have some mechanism for rewarding people who make 
environmentally responsible choices And to make a long story 
short what the Drive Plus legislation attempted to do was to set 
up a mechanism by which if you purchased an automobile that was 
energy efficient and conserved fuel you would be rewarded 
economically Conversely if you chose a gas guzzler a car that 
was not environmentally sound from a global wamung 
perspective you would be penalized for that choice 

The way we did this was to set up a mechanism by which each 
car would receive an energy fuel rating and if you used a very 
fuel efficient car you would get a reduction on your sales tax 
You normally pay say 8 percent sales tax on the purchase of an 
automobile in California If you chose a somewhat efficient 
automobile maybe your sales tax would be 3 percent rather than 
say what one normally would pay would be 7 percent Or if you 
had the most fuel efficient car let s say an electrical vehicle or 
one that was at the highest gas mileage conservation wise you 
would pay no sales tax Conversely if you were right at the 
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average you would continue to pay the 8 percent sales tax that 
everybody pays But if you on the other hand had a gas guzzling 
car that had the most rapacious mileage of any car then you might 
pay as high as a 10 or 12 or 14 percent sales tax 

So you would still be able to purchase the car but based on 
what environmental choice you made there would be some 
economic consequences to you as a consumer 

And we tried to make this revenue neutral It was not meant 
to either get the state more revenue or get the state less revenue 
and so we thought that that was a very important feature of the bill 
This was SB 668 Is that right 9 

I don t know and I can t even remember what happened to the bill 
I m not sure I don t think we ever got it to the Governor s desk 
and if we did I m sure that Governor Deukmejian who was 
Governor at that time probably would have vetoed it because the 
automobile industry was a very strong opponent of the bill But 
we did get the bill through a couple of committees 

I thought it was a very important bill to get enacted into law 
but even if it weren t enacted into law I think it helped raise the 
debate about different ways to go about dealing with 
environmental issues besides just saying Well we re going to 
create a new agency and we re going to have more regulations 
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or We re just going to have a tax break for a particular industry 
like the solar industry And I m still hopeful at some point m the 
future that something like this might be enacted into law 
Was the smog check program in existence at that time or was that 
after 9 

The smog check program was created m the 19702 I believe 
However I sponsored legislation m the 1990s to reform certain 
aspects of the smog check program 

What we found was that a very large percentage of the smog 
problem m California was from certain kinds of vehicles that 
tended to be older and many of which might be exempt from the 
smog check requirements Because when the law was first set up 
there was some grandfathering m of some older cars and what we 
were finding was that to have a relatively new vehicle go to be 
smog checked every year was not terribly effective because rarely 
were those cars out of compliance But some of the older vehicles 
were causing much more of the problem and even when they were 
checked it would be after a year s period of time in which they 
might be out on the road causing a lot of pollution problems 
So what we came up with was a legislative proposal with 
some new technology where cars could be monitored as they were 
going along the highway and if they were causing a major smog 
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problem they could be identified and almost called into court to 
get the problem cleaned up 

And I m embarrassed to say because I don t know what s the 
current status of that but I think there has been some progress 
made on that front It also seemed to me to be a different way to 
go about dealing with an environmental problem trying to use 
technology and trying to deal with what I think were some of the 
deficiencies in the existing law which tends to be very 
bureaucratic and everybody s got to come in And I think this 
approach was a better way to go 
So this would be a device actually installed in the car 9 
No there was some kind of an infrared monitoring device as a car 
went by the road that there would be some kind of a light that 
would go off and there could be a police officer there or someone 
from a regulatory agency You could almost have a roadblock so 
when you found one of these vehicles you could pull them over to 
the road Or you could maybe do as we re now doing for red 
lights where you could actually take a photograph of the license 
plate and identify it that way 

One other area environmentally that I was very involved m 
were bond measures for parks We ve had bond measures for a 
long time so that s not particularly noteworthy although I played 
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a leadership role in the development of some of the bond measures 
in structuring them certain ways 

But the one that I am most proud about that was really I 
thought quite innovative was a measure to have bond funds that 
would be used for wetlands restoration and acquisition We 
normally think of park bonds and land acquisition bonds solely for 
recreational purposes and this was an effort to try to see that some 
valuable ecological lands would be protected 

That was a proposal that I developed There was a hundred 
million dollars or close to a hundred million dollars that was put 
on the ballot for that purpose And I believe that subsequently we 
have not had separate bond measures for estuary protection but 
they have now been included m some of the other bond measures 
that come under park bonds 

So since we embarked upon this effort I think we ve made 
some significant headway in seeing that bond funds would be used 
for wetlands and other sensitive areas to be acquired 
Were there some notable wetlands or sensitive areas that were 
acquired as a result of these bond funds that you recall 7 Do you 
remember 7 

Yes With that amount of money I m sure there were but I don t 


have specific ones that I can mention 
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Okay 

Well I thought I d just go through some more of these points 
that I had under your career m the Assembly and then finish that 

I don t know why I had CEQA down there 
Another area that I was very involved in is offshore oil issues I 
represented Santa Barbara County which has always had many 
major controversies going back to the Union Oil catastrophe in 
1969 which covered the Santa Barbara beaches with oil and so 
there s been a strong community sentiment against offshore oil 

So I was involved in a number of activities that were before 
the State Lands Commission before the Coastal Commission that 
did not necessanly involve the introduction of a piece of legislation 
but I was advocating for a particular course of action for a 
regulatory agency to take almost always to reduce or try to 
eliminate offshore oil development or its expansion 
What was the reaction of the oil companies to these efforts 9 
Oh they were always strongly opposed and had a very different 
point of view because they wanted to move forward as best they 
could to have further oil development 


CASTANEDA 


Did they ever exercise sort of undue political pressure or other 
kinds of pressure 9 
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Well I don t know about undue but they certainly contributed to 
my opponents and they had a lot resources not only in terms of 
campaign contributions but technical resources PR resources that 
they could bring to bear in the sort of court of public opinion 
especially in the State Legislature And of course they had well 
paid lobbyists working on their behalf as well 

I must say that the environmental community was well 
organized as well with representatives from the Sierra Club and the 
Planning and Conservation League and others I felt that our side 
was well represented on the lobbying front as well but they had 
many more resources than we did 

How would you assess the state of offshore drilling m Santa 
Barbara 9 They re still there but I guess they re farther out 9 
They re still there It s been reduced somewhat in more recent 
years but there s been major oil finds near Point Conception 
which is somewhat removed from where the people live m Santa 
Barbara County but is part of the geographical and ecological map 
of the Santa Barbara channel 

So we always worry that with those developments we would 
continue to experience pollution and it takes a couple of different 
forms One is just the hydrocarbon emissions When you re 
engaged in drilling activity there are emissions that occur in the air 
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that have an adverse impact upon the air quality So that s number 
one 

Number two is when you dnll offshore you have to usually 
have some onshore infrastructure to process and to transport the 
oil There has been m this really fairly pristine area between the 
University of California at Santa Barbara and the Gaviota Pass 
there have been some major developments that have occurred of an 
industrial nature that really ruined the pristine nature of this 
breathtaking part of the California coastline 

And then our greatest concern about offshore oil development 
is the possibility of a tanker collision as you put up these offshore 
rigs The Santa Barbara Channel is a major throughfare it s like 
Highway 5 for these big supertankers that bring m oil from 
Northern California to Alaska If there was ever a collision 
between a tanker and an oil platform that s the most catastrophic 
kind of pollution that could occur 

So there are many different fronts that we have Although if 
you actually go to Santa Barbara today you will see probably less 
visual pollution fewer rigs that are right there that you can see 
from the city of Santa Barbara but if you go up farther along the 


coast with these new finds both in terms of the infrastructure that s 
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on the coast as well as some pollution and possible tanker collision 
problems you ve got some major potential problems 
And you were also on the Coastal Commission Were these issues 
that you would deal with on that commission or was that separate? 
No the Coastal Commission was involved in these issues 
Although I was on the commission for only a brief penod of time 
my recollection is that most of our activity those first couple of 
years was dealing with major onshore land development 
residential development and housing developments 

The issue that oftentimes comes up both in the Coastal 
Commission and before the Legislature is the jurisdiction between 
the state and the federal government The state has jurisdiction up 
to three miles out from the shoreline The federal government has 
jurisdiction from three miles out beyond that to twelve miles and 
most of this recent development that the oil companies have 
wanted to pursue has been in federal waters And so you have 
sometimes decisions by the federal Department of Intenor saying 
Go ahead oil companies and you have the state Coastal 
Commission saying No this is a bad idea or you have the State 
Legislature or representatives from the Legislature such as myself 
urging the Department of Interior to rescind its actions or to not 
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take a particular course of action So we ve gotten in a lot of sort 
of federal and state disputes 

One tiling that we did I don t think that I m very pleased that 
occurred is that we did get some legislation passed that said that if 
the federal government is going to do this kind of oil development 
it does have an impact upon the state of California and the local 
coastal communities And so we were able to get a portion of the 
royalty revenue that accrues to the federal government to go back 
to the state of California and to be used for whatever 
environmental purposes that we see fit And I was instrumental in 
seeing that there was a process set up to see that those funds were 
appropnately allocated to the communities who were most 
imp acted like S anta B arb ara 

So we have many recreational projects funded now m Santa 
Barbara County because we ve gotten some of these I think it was 
called 8 C funds We set up a process by which those funds 
would be allocated and there are many recreational activities that 
have been funded There have been some land acquisitions that 
have occurred and park acquisitions that have occurred in Santa 
Barbara for example through this funding source 
So these funds would be deducted from the royalties from oil 
companies oil production off California 9 


CASTANEDA 
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These would be monies that would have accrued to the federal 
treasury that are earmarked a portion of them a small portion of 
them are earmarked to the state of California to use as it sees fit m 
areas that have been adversely impacted by the oil development 
I think one thing we might be doing more of today and in our next 
interview is jumping around a little bit if that s okay 

I have here that you I guess authored SB 95 to reduce the 
penalty for marijuana use Do you recall that? 

No I didn t sponsor that legislation I voted for it 
Okay you voted for it 

That was George Moscone s bill that passed m the State 
Legislature by I think one vote It was one of the more dramatic 
moments in the Legislature when that bill was passed 
Could you describe that? 

Well it s been a long time ago I mean I may have my facts here 
a little bit wrong but I believe the situation was that prior to the 
passage of SB 95 someone who was convicted of possessing even 
one manj uana cigarette could be prosecuted for perhaps a felony 
There was discretion with the district attorney m all of the 58 
counties of California as to how they wanted to handle cases of 
marijuana possession But it was conceivable I don t think it 
happened very often but it was conceivable that someone who 
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was smoking a joint could end up with substantial jail time m the 
county jail and conceivably might even end up in the state 
penitentiary and to many of us that seemed totally out of line with 
both public sentiment and a sense of justice 

So what the Moscone legislation did was to not really 
decriminalize marijuana but to make it an infraction It s like a 
moving violation in your automobile that you could be fined up to 
a hundred dollars for simple possession of small amounts of 
marijuana The idea was that somebody who was an occasional 
user and someone who was certainly not dealing selling or 
growing marijuana should be subject to this much lower threshold 
of penalties 

And that passed just by one vote 7 

I believe so I still remember George Moscone who was the 
author of that bill working hard and sweating a little bit when it 
was on the Assembly Floor trying to get the necessary votes to 
pass 

You mentioned Governor Jerry Brown earlier Can you describe 
your relationship 7 

Yes Jerry Brown was a very interesting Governor very 
unorthodox And what made him unorthodox was that he seemed 


to have I think contempt for the sort of conventional aspects of 
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politics He didn t like to spend a lot of time on making the sort of 
normal concessions to the big contnbutors or to the party bosses or 
to people who themselves thought of themselves as very important 
But at the same time he knew what he wanted and he would make 
deals to get what he wanted but he didn t like to do it through 
conventional means 

He was one of the smartest people I met in politics 
Sometimes very difficult to deal with Because his mind would 
move so rapidly it was hard for people to keep up with him And 
his administrative skills were almost nonexistent He didn t 
believe m coherent structure to much of anything And so it was 
hard to sometimes implement things or to really get the kind of 
thoughtful approach that you would like to see He kind of would 
go off on his own and do things his own way but always I think 
with a lot of analytical skills that he brought to the task 

He was an intellectual You don t find that often m politics 
You d go into his office and he d have books piled up I think we 
had mentioned previously in our interview I d done some work 
with Ivan Illyich He was a great fan of Ivan Illyich had read his 
stuff Ivan Illyich was a fairly obscure guy but Jerry Brown knew 
him had a personal relationship with him and could converse 
quite knowledgeably about all of his writings Remember he had 
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studies for the priesthood and was quite well read about religion 
and philosophy Kind of an unusual background for a Governor 1 
And Jerry Brown was very taken by the alternative energy 
small is beautiful He had a whole series of sort of energy gurus 
that had a very different approach to how to deal with energy 
issues than the oil companies did for example 

So all of that made for a lot of interesting things 
Also one of the things that Jerry Brown once told me that 
gave me I think some insights into him you know I was largely 
involved in public education issues and he wasn t particularly 
interested in schools m my dealings with him but he knew he had 
to deal with them But on one occasion I was talking to him about 
a bill that I thought was important would really make a difference 
and he just sort of shook his head and he said You know the 
schools they re just a bureaucratic institution That s not how you 
bring about change m our society 

He felt that it was people like Cesar Chavez for example that 
he viewed as charismatic figures and individuals that could lead 
social movements that were the real levers of change and that 
passing a bill in the Legislature that was going to change how the 
state Department of Education or some local school board had to 
operate he was very skeptical that was going to make much of a 
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difference Religious mystics and political revolutionaries he was 
intrigued by and that he put his trust and faith in 
Interesting So he was looking at the larger social movement and 
forces that can create larger social movements It sounds like what 
you re saying is that the school system was an administrative 
system and changes 

Bureaucratic system And he was very skeptical about it 

That s one of the things that I felt about all of our governors 
that s been unfortunate None of the recent governors have 
attended public schools and for the most part they have not had 
children m the public schools they ve not been parents and yet 
the public school system consists of more than 50 percent of the 
state budget if you include the universities They haven t had 
much direct contact Jerry Brown never had children Pete Wilson 
did not have biological children of his own Gray Davis does not 
have children George Deukmejian did and from my standpoint to 
his credit George Deukmejian s children went through the public 
school system 

But 10 percent of the public has its children in private schools 
so we ve had our last four governors three have not had children 
and so we find ourselves with people who are running the state 
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who haven t had much direct contact with the public school 
system 

One of the questions I wanted to ask you was if you could assess 
each of the governors interest and involvement m educational 
issues and you started to do that So this might be a time to do 
that maybe a little more in depth if you could do that 
Well I think I touched on it with Jerry Brown 

With Deukmejian his interests in being Governor were 
primarily to transform the judiciary He wanted to get nd of Rose 
Bird He wanted to have tougher judges and tougher criminal 
penalties That was really what his passion was and he fulfilled his 
goals and did that very nicely from his standpoint And education 
was not something that he was I think particularly interested m 
I had two or three personal encounters with Governor 
Deukmejian over education that I would share with you that might 
give some insights into his views One was we passed in 1983 a 
very important bill called SB 813 that was a major school finance 
and education reform bill Steve Merksamer who was Governor 
Deukmejian s advisor his chief of staff when this legislation was 
in the final throes of being passed it basically called for a two year 
funding cycle for our schools and Merksamer came and said to 
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me If you don t change this and make it a one year bill Governor 
Deukmejian s going to veto the bill 

Well we decided to take a chance and to call the Governor s 
bluff We thought that this bill was so important that it would be 
very difficult for him to veto it and so we did not amend the bill to 
make it a one year bill We kept it as a two year bill and the 
Governor ended up signing the bill 

So I have to credit Governor Deukmejian for signing the bill 
it was a very important piece of legislation But at the same time I 
can t give him much credit because his chief emissary was 
threatening to veto the bill and wanted it scaled back They were 
really neutral on the bill and as we worked through a lot of very 
difficult issues their office was not involved one way or the other 
m what occurred - m contest to Governor Davis m the Special 
Session of the Legislature in 1999 

Governor Davis on some occasions the lion s share of his 
day was devoted to working through the details of education 
reform legislation So I really have to credit Governor Davis for 
his interest and involvement in education issues 

To be fair to Governor Deukmejian one area where he really 
was very pro education and a progressive also was on the budget 
of the University of California 



175 


CASTANEDA 

HART 

CASTANEDA 


David Gardner who was then the president of the University 
somehow just had a very close working relationship with Governor 
Deukmejian And maybe it was the prestige of the University of 
California but the first two or three years or maybe throughout his 
entire tenure the University of California did enormously well 
under its Deukmejian budgets and was able to recoup some of the 
losses that occurred during Jerry Brown years 

Jerry Brown did not have use for the University of California 
He had been a student at the Umversity of California and he 
viewed the University of California professors and regents as one 
of the chief villains of what he viewed as a pretentious view of the 
world and all caught up m pompous that he distained 

And so he loved to tweak the University of California and 
one way he could tweak it was through who he appointed to the 
Board of Regents and he made some very unorthodox 
appointments to the Board of Regents He appointed an 80 year 
old anthropologist who was not part of the academic mainstream 
Do you remember who that was 9 
Oh gosh If I heard the name I would remember it 
I 11 go back and look it up 


HART 


I should know In fact as soon as I would see it I would know 
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And this was at a time when all of his predecessors the people 
who were appointed to the Board of Regents tended to be the 
creme de la creme of the establishment people who were worth 
millions of dollars who attended the best clubs and had the highest 
pedigrees and Jerry Brown really broke that cycle It was I think 
a healthy thing that he did 

He for example appointed someone who his name was 
Yuri Wada who was a social activist and his employment was 
with the YMCA in San Francisco Well this was unprecedented to 
appoint someone from the YMCA to the Board of Regents It s 
made up usually of bankers And if you just went back and looked 
at his appointments they were very quixotic and all over the map 

And Jerry Brown also as I said cut the University s budget 
He was not particularly friendly or helpful to the University in 
terms of what they wanted 

George Deukmejian on the other hand was very interested m 
the University of California in giving it better financial support 
and I credit that to I think oftentimes governors they view the 
University of California as this sort of crown jewel that they are 
responsible for because they are the president of the University of 
California Board of Regents And the University of California 
through its Nobel laureates and sometimes its football teams or 
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whatever has some national visibility and if a governor can be 
associated with and be viewed as a friend of that Umversity it 
gives them stature nationally So that may have been part of the 
motivation It may not have been David Gardner s doing It may 
have been through some other reasons 

But Deukmejian was very supportive of the Umversity and m 
what to me was the most surprising action that George 
Deukmejian took on education and you know George 
Deukmejian s a very conservative man and very accommodating to 
the establishment George Deukmejian to my great surprise and 
I think to most people s great surprise came out m favor of 
divestiture of Umversity of California stocks that had an affiliation 
with South Africa 

There was this big movement when he was Governor led by 
students and under the Sullivan principles to divest American 
corporations that had operations m South Africa It was a fairly 
liberal fringe operation and there was no way that the Board of 
Regents even with the appointments that Jerry Brown had made to 
the Regents was going to support that action I don t think even 
though there was quite a bit of student protest and activity And 
along came George Deukmejian who said I think this is a good 


idea 
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As a result of that the University did divest its holdings m 
South Africa and I think it contributed to what ultimately 
happened with the outcome of apartheid in South Africa It would 
have happened anyway in South Africa but it may have been 
speeded up by actions by American institutions and the University 
of California was at the forefront of that divestiture movement 

So that was very interesting 

One final thing I would say about Deukmejian just sort of 
telling stones out of school here a little bit actually there were 
two that I want to share with you as it relates to George 
Deukmejian and education 

One was I was approached by some Latinos in my district 
that I thought were embarked upon a very important project and 
it s a project that actually has supported many of the activities have 
occurred here at the Sac State campus They put together a Latino 
youth leadership forum where they would bnng potential leaders 
from Latino backgrounds who were m high schools around 
California together for a summer conference to work on leadership 
skills public speaking how to run a meeting do some reading 
about what s going on sort of set the context for why are Latino 
kids not doing so well in school so it would involve some social 
analysis but an opportunity in a week or a month s setting to bring 
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kids together who had something to really offer to try to nurture 
those leadership skills encourage them to go on to the university 

And I ve always been struck here in California that the 
African American community has had through a number of 
different vehicles through Martin Luther King and the whole civil 
rights movement that was largely a black movement it was 
important to the Latino community but not nearly as visible and 
strong with Latino youth as it was with African American youth 
and the Asian American culture has always done better m school 
than have other minority groups strong political representation and 
leadership 

By contrast until recently the Latino community was lacking 
representation and leadership even though they were a much larger 
ethnic/racial group than the African American community in 
California 

So to me tins was a great idea and leaders of the Latino 
youth forum came to me saying This is not an expensive 
operation but every year we have to go out and raise money to put 
this activity together and sometimes we don t raise enough money 
quickly enough and we re not able to run the kind of operation 
and we just have to spend a lot of valuable time raising these 
resources I think they were just asking me to maybe make an 
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individual contribution of $100 or something And I thought 
based upon this let s see if we can get something in the state 
budget to underwrite this program 

So I was able to get m the state budget an appropriation of it 
was only $50 000 or maybe $100 000 but it would provide some 
solid funding for this so that they would not have to go out and 
beg borrow or steal and would have some assurance that this 
program could continue and perhaps be expanded 

I knew this would even though I got it passed be opposed by 
the Department of Finance and given Governor Deukmejian s 
conservative instincts that this would be something that he would 
probably veto He has the line item veto authority to do it 

So I decided to do something that was a little bit unusual for 
me to do but I asked for an appointment with the Governor I felt 
so strongly about this and I thought you know it s only $50 000 
m a budget of multi billion dollars and if I can make a personal 
appeal to Governor Deukmejian that he might see his way clear to 
support this 

I seemed to have a good relationship with Governor 
Deukmejian Even though I was a liberal and he was a 
conservative I just got the sense that he liked me and I liked his 
understated business like approach 
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I remember and I m sort of rambling here but my first year in 
the Legislature one of the tilings that I did on occasion was I 
would just have lunch in the cafeteria upstairs which at that time 
was not done by most legislators who tended to go out to lunch at 
fancy restaurants I didn t either have the time or interest in doing 
that I had quite a few lunches in the cafeteria And once when I 
was a freshman I was standing there in the cafeteria line and I 
looked next to me and there was George Deukmejian who then 
was a state senator having lunch too and we just sort of struck up 
a conversation and I liked his sort of style which didn t seem to 
me to be pretentious And so we sort of had a friendly and 
respectful relationship 

So I went to see Governor Deukmejian about this bill What 
was interesting to me was we met in the privacy of his office and it 
was dark There were no lights in the office I mean I had a hard 
time seeing the Governor 1 I couldn t understand why he was 
meeting me under these circumstances but for some reason he 
didn t want much light in the office 

I made my pitch he raised some concerns Well if we do 
this for Latinos then we re going to have to do it for Native 
Americans and we re going to have to do it for this group and 
we re going to have to do it for that group 
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He was very courteous and listened and I had as much time as 
I wanted to make my case but by my own analysis I walked out of 
there thinking it wasn t going to stay in the budget And he 
indeed ended up vetoing the funds for that program 

Afterwards I thought you know if I had not gone in there 
and seen him maybe it wouldn t have been brought to his attention 
and maybe it would have skated through Perhaps the Department 
of Finance wouldn t have brought it to lus attention 

But it was one of the few times that I really solicited made a 
sort of personal request to a governor relied upon our personal 
friendship something that I thought was very important but it 
didn t happen 

One final thing was is that I had a bill which was also an 
innovative bill I thought It was a bill based upon my experience 
as a high school teacher and teaching particularly high school 
sophomores and knowing how important a driver s license was to 
students particularly for students who were not going on to 
college It seemed like cars were even more important to kids who 
weren t doing particularly well m school 

So I developed this bill that said if you re not making 
satisfactory progress in school you won t be able to get a driver s 
license at age 16 And it s a bill that was I thought very 
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important and I ended up making a lot of I won t say enemies but 
there was a lot of people on the left who represented racial 
minorities who represented poor people who felt that this was 
going to be sort of blaming the victim kind of approach But I 
had a different view and there was some acrimonious debate I 
still remember one colleague of mine saying that this was a racist 
bill which I took great exception to 

It was a strongly debated measure but it did get through the 
Legislature I had heard that someone in the Deukmejian 
Administration was urging the Governor to veto this bill and I was 
very surprised by this because it sort of had We re going to get 
tougher message that I though Deukmejian would understand and 
appreciate So I asked for an appointment with the Governor to 
discuss this bill fearing that he might be considering vetoing the 
bill and we had a very lengthy discussion about the bill And once 
again I came up short and the Governor vetoed this bill So we do 
not have in California any kind of license sanction for kids that 
aren t making satisfactory progress m school 
CASTANEDA I d better change this 
[End Tape 5 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 5 Side B] 

CASTANEDA Why would he oppose something like that 9 



184 


HART 


CASTANEDA 


HART 


You know I m not sure My memory s a little fuzzy He seemed 
to buy in some to the notion that this would somehow be unfair to 
some students There were some administrative questions that 
were raised by the Department of Motor Vehicles They just like 
to issue licenses There was gomg to have to be some mechanism 
by which the schools would alert the Department of Motor 
Vehicles that the student wasn t eligible for a license So there 
was gomg to be some bureaucratic burdens that might be placed 
upon the DMV but I didn t think they were onerous at all But it 
would not be surprising that a state agency who was gomg to have 
to have some role in this might view it as a hassle that they just 
didn t want to have to deal with 

Go back and look at the Governor s veto message and see 
what he said It was quite an interesting bill We got a lot of 
national publicity I was on the Today Show as a result of the bill 
But in the final analysis it wasn t enacted 
I wanted to ask you about Proposition 13 but also your State 
Senate campaign m 82 And I m not sure if one of those topics 
would be better to address first 

Well we didn t get through the rest of the governors Do you want 
to still do that or you want to move on 7 I probably went too long 


on Deukmejian 
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Well let s go through the governors We may come back to some 
of them but let s do that 

The other governors Governor Wilson I only served for a brief 
period of time I left the Legislature in 1994 I think Governor 
Wilson was elected in 1990 So there was a four year overlap but 
I did not overlap with him when I was in the Legislature during his 
second term And I really didn t have much contact with Governor 
Wilson 

I did have a bill m 1992 creating charter schools in California 
and Governor Wilson loved this bill and was surprised as were 
many people that I was able to get it through the Legislature 

And so I became someone that the Governor I think 
respected I think he probably already had some respect for me 
but the fact that I was willing to from his standpoint take on the 
teacher unions and I don t know if we talked about the charter 
school legislation previously or not 
No we haven t 

But this was a measure that was strongly opposed by the teacher 
unions and Governor Wilson always hated the teacher umons His 
general analysis was the Democrats were beholden to the teacher 
unions So if you have a Democrat who not only is able to stand 
up to the teacher unions but able to get something through a 
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Democratically controlled Legislature that the teacher unions 
opposed well he considered this an act of legislative brilliance 
and courage This maybe overstating it somewhat but as a result 
of that legislation I think I had greater stature and credibility with 
Governor Wilson than I otherwise might have had 

And then m my subsequent career after leaving the 
Legislature I was invited to one or two meetings with Governor 
Wilson to talk about charter schools He was very interested in 
how we could foster more charter schools I was in one meeting 
with the Governor with a bunch of people and he spent most of the 
time questioning me and I think relying some on my judgment as it 
relates to charter schools 

And a couple of times I bumped into him on the airplane We 
were flying on the same flight and he would always acknowledge 
me and usually make reference to my charter legislation he was so 
pleased that he had signed 

And what that did is it gave either parents or community leaders or 
teachers the opportunity to create a school under the sanction of a 
school distnct Was it something like that 9 

That s pretty accurate It s trying to set up a public school but with 
a lot less regulation and able to not have to follow most state laws 


HART 
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as long as it s under the overall kind of jurisdiction control of the 
school board 

And what we said in the charter law so that it s different than 
a pnvate school is that there s certain fundamental principles that 
distinguish a public from a private school and these principles 
can t be violated That is you cannot charge tuition m a charter 
school You cannot teach religion for sectarian purposes You 
cannot discriminate against students Those were sort of the 
bedrock principles of what I think distinguishes a public from a 
private school 

But there are 6 000 pages in the Education Code that deal with 
all these other things you know what you ve got to teach how 
you ve got to teach how you have to comply with this and that 
We were attempting to get away from that and to really free up 
people to be able to be educators and not have to spend all their 
time being accountants or being lawyers and sort of pushing paper 
around 

So that was the basic approach 

It was also m my view an alternative to vouchers which I 
remain very much opposed to And one of the reasons why I 
earned this bill was that there was a voucher initiative that was 
about to appear on the ballot and charter schools seemed to me to 
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be a credible alternative to vouchers that addressed some of the 
same concerns that prompted people to consider vouchers but did 
not cross the line of really underwriting private schools and taking 
money away from the public schools 
Was that Proposition 174? 

Yes 

I show that would have given $2600 to private schools 

I can t remember but that soimds about right 

So the charter school movement was both a reaction against the 

regulations or the bureaucracy maybe of the public school system 

as well as the way to sort of defend against inroads by private 

schools? 

Yes I would also add that one of the persons who first put 
forward the charter idea was Albert Shanker who was the national 
leader for many years of the American Federation of Teachers a 
man well respected in the trade union movement and among 
thoughtful educators who said this is a way that we can have 
teachers be in control of schools Oftentimes union leaders feel 
that there s too much administrative overhead administrators don t 
know what the hell they re doing If we can set up a system where 
a charter school is run by teachers that would be a way to ensure 
that what s going on in schools is more mstractionally based and is 
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not controlled by these distant bureaucrats That was another 

reason for doing charter schools 

There s one I know up in Sacramento Natomas? 

There are many in Sacramento 
I m aware of that one because it has a Fine Arts focus 

How do you feel about the charter school movement if that s 
the correct phrase now? Do you think it s something the state 
should continue to investigate? 

We re more than investigating We re investing 
Investing okay 

I think we ought to be doing more to encourage charter schools 
primarily m terms of providing resources for startup for facilities 
and to help them in terms of some of the technical problems of 
getting a charter school up and running I think they ve been a 
healthy development I m pleased with how things have gone 
There are a couple of things I would just mention that have 
been kind of interesting One is that many people predicted that 
charter schools would for the most part be created in suburban 
communities where you have sophisticated parents who knew 
how to work the system But the places where charter schools are 
probably most needed like the urban centers people wouldn t 
have the resources or the sophisticated skills to create charter 
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schools and that s not been the case We have many charter 
schools that are operating in some of our most challenging 
neighborhoods and that s been a real delight to me to see that 
charter schools here in California represent a healthy cross section 
of the ethnic makeup of the state as well as the socioeconomic 
status of the state 

The other development that I would say was not on my radar 
screen which I did not appreciate as a possible avenue for charter 
schools is home schooling and independent study There are 
many people who are involved in home schoolmg that have 
attempted to take advantage of charter schools and have become 
part of the charter school world as much as sort of a more 
traditional school 

So being a home school student can be worked through a charter 
school 9 

Yes On the one hand I m not someone who wants to encourage 
home schooling I think that there are issues of who s doing the 
instruction at home and social isolation that students might incur 
I m not in favor of outlawing home schooling but I m not one who 
wants to particularly encourage it 

On the other hand this has been a real growth movement m 
schools and the extent to which charter schools can help bring 
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some of the home schoolers to have some interaction with the 
greater public school system I think is good 

So there are both some pluses and minuses I think to charter 
schools being affiliated with home schooling 
Do charter schools tend to have a focus on a particular curricular 
area math fine arts science 7 Or is there just a wide variety of 
different subjects 7 

It s a wide variety It s hard to generalize You will find some 
charter schools that kind of come out of a strong progressive 
educational philosophy that one tends to associate with more of a 
liberal point of view But there also are some sort of more 
conservative more traditional charter schools that are out there 
And there are specialty schools such as you mentioned the 
Natomas Fine Arts School 

One of the other things that you see in charter schools that s 
been interesting is that there are a number of charter schools that 
deal with wayward youth kids that have had trouble adapting to 
the regular school environment And that s been very healthy too 
because some suggested again that charter schools would only be 
m the nice so called well adjusted affluent suburbs 

But you ve seen there is a real market out there There are 
many schools that don t know how to deal with a lot of these kids 
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that are disaffected that are disillusioned that don t seem to 
function well in the public schools And we have through the 
public schools we have a number of alternatives We have 
continuation high schools we have community schools we have 
independent study But in some school districts they would like 
those kids to go away or to have someone else take them over and 
charter schools there have been many charter schools that have 
been set up to deal with those particular kind of clientele and I 
think sometimes they re providing a valuable service 
In terms of the governance then it s the teachers that are 
essentially running the charter school 9 

No that was the idea that A1 Shanker put forward but for the most 
part one of my disappointments is that teachers have not come to 
the fore to run charter schools and the teacher unions have for the 
most part been opposed to charter schools 

You can t get a charter school up and running if you want to 
what we call convert a regular public school to a charter school 
status unless you have teacher support So I don t want to suggest 
that there aren t teachers that are supportive 

But m tenns of what A1 Shanker was putting forward is a 
board of directors made up of teachers and maybe having a lead 
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teacher who s the principal of the school That particular model 
hasn t been particularly forthcoming 

You have many different governance models The typical 
one I think is that you have a board of directors and that board of 
directors will largely be made up of parents or other community 
members who don t have a formal affiliation with a school But in 
some charter schools you will have let s say a teacher slot 
someone who s employed by the school district who would serve 
on the board of directors or maybe an administrator that would 
serve on the board of directors 

You also have arrangements where charter schools have some 
other existing entity that has some governance responsibilities For 
example the University of California at San Diego has created a 
charter school that s actually located on the UCSD campus I 
don t know what the governance structure is but the University of 
California is providing substantial resources to the running of the 
charter school and so therefore has some say in its operation 

You have some charter schools that are jointly run by a school 
district and a county government agency You have charter 
schools that are run by the Urban League which is a civil rights 
organization that s largely affiliated with the African American 


community 
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So there are a lot of different mechanisms by which charter 
schools can be set up 

And why would the teachers union be opposed 9 
The teacher unions were opposed when the legislation was going 
through They were opposed because one of the provisions of the 
charter school law I should maybe state it differently but the 
charter school law says that any provision of state law can be 
abrogated by the people who are running the charter school except 
these that I made reference to previously You can t charge 
tuition you can t teach religion and you can t discriminate But 
everything else can be thrown by the wayside It s up to the people 
who run the charter school as to which state laws they want to 
conform to and which they don t 

Now the one the teacher unions care deeply about is 
collective bargaining There s a collective bargaining statute that 
says that the school district has to negotiate with the teachers And 
the charter school law says a couple of things One that if the 
teachers at this charter school just don t feel like collective 
bargaining is something that they want to engage m then they 
don t have to And so that conceivably could mean fewer 


members for the union 



195 


And then there s I think also a concern that if the charter 
school can show that a school can be run well and can attract a lot 
of students and teachers and it s not formally a part of collective 
bargaimng that could be a threat to the collective bargaining 
process 

What we did in charter schools is we wanted to give teachers 
more freedom and what is it that they need to be free from? Well 
they need to be free from state law Sometimes they need to be 
free from administrative bureaucracy from the superintendent s 
office or the principal s office but sometimes it may be a 
collective bargaining contract In large urban school districts 
particularly you can have a collective bargaining agreement that is 
so complex so many pages that it s more cumbersome m some 
respects than state law can be 

So for all those reasons we wanted to give charter schools 
the opportunity to back away from that whole process We weren t 
encouraging it We didn t say that you had to abandon collective 
bargaimng There are many charter schools who say ‘No we like 
collective bargaining We want to be part of that process That s 
the way to protect us and ensure that we have some guarantees that 
we think are important But it s their choice and the union 
strongly objected to teachers having that choice 
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Interesting Teacher certification is still required for teachers at a 
charter school*? Or is that something that is 9 
No It s not 

Because that might be another issue the unions would be 
concerned about 

Exactly And in fact that was the second reason There were two 
reasons that they gave for opposing my charter legislation One 
was collective bargaining and second was that anyone could be 
hired as a teacher In fact we have had situations where people 
have been employed who don t have formal certification You can 
make a pretty strong case for charter schools that have employed 
scientists that have special expertise They ve hired technology 
experts that have computer science backgrounds that are of 
tremendous benefit to their schools but they don t have a formal 
teaching certification 

Now I should add that about three years ago the law was 
changed here in California and now people who are employed m 
charter schools have to have a similar kind of certification that 
other teachers have to have in the public schools 

I sort of worded that awkwardly because there are many 
teachers m the public schools that don t have a teaching credential 
They are emergency teachers and charter schools don t have to do 
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any more than a regular public school and can grant emergency 
certification 

But the law has been changed to tighten it up and it s a 
change that I personally had some misgivings about but I wasn t 
in the Legislature when the change was made 
I guess we re still in the bigger context of talking about Governor 
Wilson and education that the class size reduction took place 
while he was m office but that was something you d been working 
on for many years 

Yes and actually when Governor Wilson passed the class size 
reduction I was no longer in the Legislature So this was not 
something I was a direct player in although I did have a role to 
play in the class size reduction because I had earned some 
legislation that was enacted into law in the late 1980s for high 
school class size reduction and that model of 20 to 1 was the basis 
on which the major commitment to K 3 class size reduction 
occurred under Governor Wilson 

I also shared some information with a key legislative staffer 
Rick Simpson who was then staffing Leroy Greene who was then 
chairman of the Senate Education Committee about an important 
study a very rigorous study that was done in Tennessee 


documenting the benefits of class size reduction And Rick 
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Simpson took that research that I shared with him and partially 
based upon that persuaded Senator Greene to introduce a class size 
reduction bill that then Governor Wilson latched onto So even 
though I wasn t in the Legislature I think I had an indirect 
influence on what ultimately was enacted into law 
Well it s certainly the effort that you d put into education 
generally in class size reduction proposals before that 
Yeah 

It must have played a role And Governor Deukmejian apparently 
wasn t a fan of class size reduction 

You know he wasn t but he and Wilson had the same view 
towards the teacher unions which was they hated them and they 
felt that all that they were interested in was getting more money for 
the schools and no matter what they gave to the schools they 
would always want more and so they were ingrates and they were 
never appreciative 

During Governor Deukmejian s term of office I believe that 
Proposition 98 was passed There was money that was going to go 
to the schools one way or the other and Governor Deukmejian 
first and then Governor Wilson followed him when this extra 
money constitutionally was required to be made available to the 
schools they believed and I think rightfully so that when that 
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money went down to school districts it was going to go on the 
collective bargaining table and it was going to go into the hands 
and the pockets of teachers And they greatly resented the fact that 
the California Teachers Association was going to get all of this 
money 

They also felt that the advertising campaigns that were run to 
pass Proposition 98 and to beat up on them because there were 
aggressive campaigns against both Governor Wilson and Governor 
Deulcmejian saying We need more money for schools and the 
message m these advertisements was never We need more money 
because teachers need higher salaries it was usually focusing on 
the needs of the children And what they usually focused on more 
than any other was class size reduction and that California ranks at 
the bottom of the 50 states in terms of class sizes 

So when more money was made available both Governor 
Deukmejian and particularly Governor Wilson said Well if this 
money s going to go out there anyway let me get the money for 
something that isn t going to go in the pockets of existing teachers 
and something that the public would be supportive of 

And so they kind of latched on to class size reduction and I 
think that s how class size reduction was passed by Governor 
Deukmejian It wasn t that he was necessarily a big fan of class 
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size reduction It was that he viewed it as an appropriate 
alternative a better alternative to what would have happened 
which is that it would have gone on the collective bargaining table 

And it was a way of land of getting back at the teachers you 
see You think class sizes are too high 9 Okay we 11 give you 
class sizes but we re not going to give you any money for teacher 
salary increases We 11 put it all into class size reduction 

Now Governor Deukmejian did it with a modest program in 
high schools Governor Wilson had this embarrassment of nches 
of hundreds of millions of dollars that was either going to go on 
the collective bargaining table or somewhere else and so he put it 
all in the class size reduction 
Interesting 

Can we go back and talk about your Senate campaign 9 

Sure 

Why did you decide to run for the State Senate 9 
I decided to run for the State Senate because the person who was 
currently the state senator ran for Attorney General so there was a 
vacancy So if I was ever going to run for the State Senate that 


was the time to run 
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I had served in the State Assembly for eight years I don t 
know if we talked about the speakership battles the various 
speakership battles 
We talked briefly about it 

But the person that I was backing for Speaker Howard Berman 
ultimately was defeated and was replaced by Willie Brown and I 
was not a Willie Brown supporter 

So my future m the State Assembly was not terribly attractive 
Even though I was m the same party as Willie Brown and even 
though we shared similar philosophies on some issues not all 
issues I just didn t think that his leadership style and what he 
thought of me and my leadership style that it was somewhat of a 
disconnect And I could be an effective member but it was really 
going to be a step down for me under a Willie Brown speakership 
I had a much closer relationship with his predecessor Leo 
McCarthy and whom I wanted to see succeed Leo McCarthy 
Howard Berman 

So for those reasons and you know the Senate there are 
only half as many senators so your influence is twice as great and 
you have the unique power to confirm gubernatorial appointments 
So you have an enhanced power that does not exist in the State 
Assembly and you only have to run every four years If you can 
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get elected to the State Senate you don t have to spend as much 
time campaigning And after eight years running back to my 
district every weekend raising a young family a working wife the 
State Senate offered an opportunity for greater sanity and stability 
That was very attractive 

But the downside was is that if I ran for reelection in the 
Assembly I was assured of being reelected If I ran for the Senate 
it was really a roll of the dice because I was running against 
another legislator 

The way the Senate district was constructed there were 
basically two legislators two assemblymen representing a Senate 
district I represented Santa Barbara County but the other half of 
the Senate district was Ventura County and that was represented by 
a young energetic intelligent very credible Republican moderate 
Not a right wing conservative but a moderate Republican named 
Chuck Imbrecht 

So he was an attractive candidate He was very well thought 
of m his part of the district I was very well thought of in my part 
of the district And so it was really kind of a toss up as to who 


would win 
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And in fact in Sacramento the prevailing wisdom was that 
the other guy was going to win And so it was a little bit of an 
uphill battle for me and certainly a gamble 
But you succeeded 

But I succeeded It was a very hard fought campaign We had I 
don t know how many debates There must have been forty or 
fifty debates all over the district We both worked very very hard 
It was a tough race I don t know how much you want to get into 
the details of it maybe we can just let it go but I got 52 percent of 
the vote and he had 47 percent of the vote and many people in 
Sacramento I think were surprised that I won 

And one of the interesting things that occurred there were 
many interesting things but in terms of our previous 
conversations the California Teachers Association was the largest 
contributor to my opponent s campaign and since I was very 
involved in education issues and he was not particularly and the 
fact that I had been the champion of school funding class size 
reduction and I had come out of the classroom many people were 
surprised by the fact that the California Teachers Association gave 
my opponent over $10 000 in the campaign 

I was not because the CTA knew that I had always been 
independent of them that I was not with them all the time I had 
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earned major legislation for testing for students that they had not 
liked I had just before the campaign earned legislation that 
would require new teachers m California to pass an examination 
called CBEST to demonstrate their proficiency and at least 
initially the Teachers Association was opposed to that legislation 
I think my take on it was that they viewed me as someone that 
they couldn t control and that I was an influential education player 
and that they wanted greater control over people who were going 
to be in positions of education leadership in the State Legislature 
And Imbrecht was a moderate and they always I think were 
trying to find moderates that they could support m the Republican 
Party As the Republican party became much more a right wing 
party m the Post 13 era There were getting to be fewer and fewer 
moderate Republican legislatures and the CTA were being 
accused of being largely a Democratic organization So when they 
could find a Republican that they could back they liked to do that 
The irony is that it proved to be I think the most important 
reason why I was elected I had a reputation as a liberal Democrat 
and I was liberal I was against the death penalty I was for a lot 
of things that in the late 1960s and the early 1980s it was not 
politically attractive to be on both sides of the issues And I had 
come out of the student movement the civil rights and anti war 
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movement so I had been typecast by many as a liberal And I 
think m my few years in the Legislature I was able to give some 
assurance to people that I wasn t way out there on the fringes 

But as I moved into Ventura County this was a whole new 
area and given my position on the death penalty and some other 
things it would be very easy for people to say Well he s just one 
of those left wing characters from Isla Vista and Santa Barbara 
and we don t need anybody like that 

The fact that the California Teachers Association was willing 
to give an enormous amount of money to my opponent all of a 
sudden gave me I think some credibility with people who were 
trying to make up their minds as to who to vote for and it helped 
persuade people that I wasn t this wild eyed knee jerk liberal 
Democrat 

So it gave me very important credibility that I thought was 
very helpful particularly in these new parts of my district of 
Ventura County 

I see That forty to fifty debate sequence sounds like it must have 
been very grueling 

It was although it got to be almost a joke because I could give his 
speech he could give my speech We knew exactly what one 
another was going to say and after a while there really aren t too 
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many new questions It was as much a testament to how hard we 
were willing to work and it got to the point where I m not sure the 
debates were particularly productive 

But I was strongly committed and always have believed that 
debates are an important part of democracy We shouldn t run for 
cover and we ought to engage m debates and Imbrecht felt the 
same way So it was a lively exchange of views all over the map 
You mentioned before m earlier campaigns some of the things that 
had been used against you The draft thing Was that used against 
you m this campaign as well? 

You know what happens m these campaigns particularly when 
you have all these debates the debates tend to be pretty high level 
and policy onented If they re not they probably aren t going to 
continue So it was a fairly gentlemanly public policy onented 
process 

But to get down to the last week of the campaign when 
people who probably are going to decide the election are for the 
first time paying attention you know last minute attacks can make 
a difference 

One thing I didn t mention for purposes of simplicity is that 
this Senate distnct was also a gerrymandered distnct which 
worked to my advantage It did not only include Santa Barbara 
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and Ventura counties but it included a small portion of Los 
Angeles County down into Malibu and West San Fernando Valley 
area And that was the area that was really up for grabs because 
neither one of us was known in this area because neither of us of 
having had represented that area And in a place like Los Angeles 
where media is so hard to get for a state legislative race you 
can t buy television time it s too expensive the mail becomes 
the key way that people find out about candidates 

So about four days before the election my campaign 
manager who was getting some of our mail delivered at one of 
these few vendors that does this kmd of stuff came across just 
sitting there ready to be mailed out my opponent s mail and there 
it was this hit about draft card But what he had attempted to do 
more than anything else was to associate me with Tom Hayden 
who was well known at that time m the Los Angeles area and who 
many viewed as this rabble rousing leftist So it was all of tins 
stuff on leftist Gary Hart and it included the draft card stuff which 
he had never used in the campaign that in a couple of joint 
appearances with the editors of newspapers had said he would not 
do that there would not be any of this last minute thing 

So we got a copy of this and I actually took a copy of it to 


the editor of the Santa Barbara News Press who had endorsed him 
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over me and said you know He said he wasn t going to do this 
Look at this This is the kind of tactic that he s using 

Imbrecht claimed not to know about it that he had nothing to 
do with it which is not a credible response But he said that he 
would stop the mails Well some of the pieces got out but 
because we went to the press and made a big deal out of this he 
had to in my view pull some of this mail that had not yet gone 
out Some of it got out but we ended up carrying Los Angeles 
County anyway even though it did get out 

The other interesting thing that I d share with you that was 
part of this that I sort of feel for the historical record ought to be 
stated is that Imbrecht and I we were not good friends but we 
were certainly acquaintances in the Legislature We got along 
And one night it just happened I invited Chuck Imbrecht to my 
home for dinner when we were both in the Assembly And we had 
some other legislators there It was a small group and we had 
dinner On his way home from dinner at my house he was 
arrested for drunk driving and was subsequently convicted of 
drunk driving That was a story that was in the papers at the time 
so it was certainly not a big secret But I had said Well I m not 
going to use that in the campaign 
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However when he came out with this last minute hit piece 
my instinct was to say okay you want to play that way 9 We ve 
got a hundred hours We can put together a piece about your drunk 
driving conviction but my wife put her foot down and said No 1 
You re not going to do that You re not going to play that game 
She s always been very deferential to me but in this instance she 
said that s not the right thing to do and so I said Well okay we 
won t do it 

I still think it might have been the right thing to do but I 
didn t want to take on my wife So I went along and we had the 
best of both worlds We didn t do it but we still won the election 
So that was nice 

The sad part of this story is that Imbrecht had a very serious 
drinking problem and was arrested and convicted of drunk driving 
on I don t know how many occasions and ended up having to 
spend time in prison He lost his job lost everything and a couple 
of years ago died of a heart attack that I think was probably drug 
and alcohol related So it was a very sad story but it was an 
interesting campaign incident m 82 

And then after you were elected you become chairman of the 


Senate Education Committee 9 
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Yes and that was sort of interesting too because having been 
elected in 1982 to immediately the first day I was m the Senate 
being named as chairman of the Senate Education Committee was 
unusual Normally you don t get that kind of position 
It was the first day? 

Yeah right from the beginning 

What happened was that there was a lot of turnover in the 
Senate and the man that had been chairman actually there d 
been two or three chairmen but a couple of them had retired 
And then I think the person who was immediately my predecessor 
was Paul Carpenter and Paul Carpenter was someone who was 
convicted in the corruption scandal a decade or so ago but Paul 
was much more interested in raising money and you didn t raise 
money in the Education Committee particularly So he took on 
some other responsibilities so there was a vacancy and it turned 
out that no one who had seniority at that time wanted to be 
chairman of the Senate Education Committee 

There were three of us who were new freshmen who wanted 
to chair the Senate Education committee Senator Leroy Greene 
who had been my boss as chairman of the Education Committee 
for many years Wadie Deddeh who also had been a member of 
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the Legislature for many years and was a former community 
college instructor and myself 

David Roberti was the head of the Senate And he had to 
make the choice among three legislators as to who would be the 
new education chairs It was difficult because Leroy Greene had 
done it for a long time but Leroy was not well liked by legislators 
Many people felt that he was abrupt as a committee chairman and 
they didn t like his style so that was a mark against him 
Wadie Deddeh told me that David Roberti had actually 
promised him the job I don t know that that s the case 

I want to believe that the reason why I was made chairman is 
that I had a real strong track record as a productive legislator and 
there were many legislators who liked my style and thought that I 
would make a good chairman So for whatever reason Senator 
Roberti selected me 

Was Leroy Greene disappointed do you think 7 Was it something 
he really wanted to do 7 

I don t know I never talked to him about it It was a delicate 
point and I never discussed it with him 

And as chairman of the Education Committee what did you do 7 


What were some of your first actions 7 
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Well the most important action that I took was to put together I 
think a first rate staff I was able to have Linda Bird who had 
been the staff person for the Assembly Education Reform 
Subcommittee that I had chaired she agreed to continue to work 
with me Sol was able to maintain some continuity 

Even more importantly I was able to recruit Bill Whiteneck 
who had been a deputy to Wilson Riles to become the chief of 
staff for this committee 

Linda and Bill and other people that were hired there are 
usually three or four staff positions did a superb job of 
orgamzmg the work of the committee doing good staff analyses 
so that it made me look good And I had the foresight to I think 
both select good people and those people were willing to work 
hard for me and that made an enormous difference 

And then what happened which made it a very exciting year 
m 1983 is that we had all sorts of changes going on I was the 
new chairman of the Senate Education Committee Leroy Greene 
who had chaired the Assembly Education Committee for at least a 
dozen years maybe longer had left the Assembly so there was a 
vacancy There was a new chair of the Assembly Education 
Committee named Ten Hughes Teresa Hughes There also had 
been a change in the Superintendent of Public Instruction Wilson 
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Riles had been the Public Instruction Superintendent for twelve 
years for three terms a long period of time and he ran for 
another term and was defeated by Bill Homg So we had a new 
Superintendent of Instruction taking over after someone had been 
there for twelve years And we had a new Governor We had 
George Deukmejian as Governor 

So all of the key players in the education arena the 
Governor the Superintendent of Public Instruction and two chairs 
of the education committees were new We had a clean slate 
and there was an opportunity to do some new things 

There was also at this time although it didn t influence our 
deliberations but 1983 which is the year I m talking about was 
the year the A Nation At Risk report was published a national 
commission report that still is viewed by most people as being the 
most significant report or document m the last thirty years of 
public education in America And that was really indicative I 
think of for the first time a renewed interest m schools 
California had neglected its schools and that we needed to be doing 
a lot more both in terms of investing more in schools and trying to 
have a more rigorous and responsive academic program 

So that led to the passage of legislation I spoke about earlier 
SB 813 which was a very ambitious comprehensive education 
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reform and school finance measure that pumped some substantial 
new resources into the schools and changed significantly the way 
schools did business 

CASTANEDA Let me change this 
[End Tape 5 SideB] 

[Begin Tape 6 Side A] 

CASTANEDA The Senate Bill 813 also known as the Hart Hughes Educational 

Reform Act what was the planning like for that 9 That was passed 
in 83 You d been in the Senate all of a year maybe 9 
HART It began just right away It was passed at the end of the legislative 

session in September but it was starting m January going to 
August was when all the work was done 

We sort of like to kid about this We were able to choose a 
bill number as to what we wanted this bill to be and it s SB 813 
My birthday is August 13 so we used that as a way to kind of 
identify the bill Sometimes it s hard to keep track of all these 
numbers 

SB 813 was a very interesting process We had a Senate bill 
a reform bill that we put together working closely with Bill 
Homg the new Superintendent of Public Instruction And Ten 
Hughes who was chairman of the Assembly Education 


Committee did her own bill as well We didn t do too much in 
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terms of comparing notes initially and what we did which was a 
common well it wasn t too common but it s happened on 
occasion is that we realized that we were going to have to have a 
conference committee to somehow reconcile the issues between 
the Assembly and the Senate And the way we accomplished that 
is for my bill SB 813 to pass m the Senate the Hughes bill winch 
I can t remember the number to pass m the Assembly and then 
each of those bills has to go to the other house 

Normally what happens when a bill goes to the other house 
you negotiate and all sorts of amendments are taken What we 
decided to do because we knew this was such a major bill is that 
when my bill passed m the Senate and went over in the Assembly 
it was immediately passed m the Assembly And the same thing 
happened to her bill It came over to the Senate It was 
immediately passed in the Senate with some minor changes And 
what that meant is that both bills then had to go to a conference 
committee to reconcile the differences in these bills 

So we just created one conference committee that involved 
both bills We had both bills and we basically had to reconcile and 
see if we could get agreement on all the things that were m both 


bills 
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When you have a conference committee in the Legislature 
normally it consists of six members three from the Assembly 
three from the Senate Two for the majority party and one for the 
minority party So you have four Democrats two Republicans 
three Senators and three members of the Assembly And I was 
able to become the chairman of the conference committee so it 
was my responsibility to try to work through all of these 
differences and to hear all the testimony and get enough votes on 
the conference committee to pass a compromise bill 

It was probably my proudest moment as a legislator in the 
twenty years that I served both because the bill was very important 
and it was a complex assignment I thought that I handled it well 
and we got a good product through We got bipartisan support 
which was not easy and we had this final hurdle to overcome 
where George Deukmejian s chief of staff said the bill would be 
vetoed unless we changed it to make it only a one year bill rather 
than a two year bill m funding and we said no and the Governor 
blinked and he signed the bill 

So we did a lot and it did turn around the funding for schools 
at a time when the people who were working m the schools were 
very demoralized They had had a number of cuts cuts cuts over 
the years and here was a bill that came along that not only said 
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we re stopping the cuts but we re going to give you some 
additional money to invest in schools In addition we instigated 
thoughtful reforms with the addition of more funding 

So it was my proudest legislative moment particularly having 
never served as the chairman of the committee and being my first 
important assignment as a Senator I think most people m the 
school community viewed it as a very important piece of 
legislation 

It also provided for a longer school day I think 9 
Yes 

There were a number of parts of it as well as the funding 
Actually the way the funding was accomplished was through the 
longer school day and longer school year 

Was this also m reaction to Proposition 13 and funding cuts 9 Was 
there a relationship at all 9 

Somewhat There was some relationship but actually the funding 
cuts that occurred in schools actually preceded Proposition 13 but 
the cuts were exacerbated by 13 

So schools had been really hurting for a number of years in 
not being able to keep pace with inflation And this was a time 
when it had been years where inflation was running high So there 
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was some substantial loss of purchasing power that school districts 
had accomplished 

We lengthened the school day and we lengthened the school 
year We increased beginning teacher salaries significantly I still 
remember when the bill was passed the Los Angeles Umfied 
School District beginning teacher salaries m 1982 were $12 000 
In three years they were $18 000 That was a 50 percent increase 
in a three year period That was substantial 

SB 813 established the Teacher Mentor Program We had a 
state policy that there s a course of study that students should have 
to take m order to graduate from high school It was very 
consistent with what the Nation At Risk was advocating I single 
handedly put in a provision for the teaching of economics in the 
public schools that students now and ever since then have had to 
have a semester of economics m order to graduate from high 
school We made the fine arts and foreign language higher 
priorities in terms of the curriculum than they d ever been before 

My only disappointment in the bill what we invested more 
time and energy m than anything else was trying to make changes 
in the tenure law so that we would have a more credible and fair 
process to dismiss teachers that were incompetent We made those 
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changes in law but they were basically overturned by the courts 
So we didn t make much progress on that front 

But we were doing a lot of things We were doing finances 
We were doing teacher salaries We had some important staff 
development provisions in the legislation and things relating to 
university schools of education And we had provisions relating to 
trying to pay teachers more who were doing outstanding work 
And of course the course of study requirements There was a lot 
there 

Was there clear support in the Senate and Assembly? You had that 
threat from Deukmejian What other land of opposition did you 
confront with that bill? 

You know we really didn t have too much opposition I mean 
most contentious issues were addressed in the negotiating process 
Our biggest problem was the teacher unions because we were 
making changes in the teacher tenure law The Teacher Mentor 
Program was also sensitive and controversial This was at a time 
when President Reagan was talking about merit pay for teachers 
that most teachers didn t like 

What we were doing in mentor teachers was somewhat related 
to merit pay but what we attempted to do was to listen very 
carefully to what the objections to meat pay were from the teacher 
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unions and to try to fashion something that would address those 
concerns and we did successfully The teacher mentor program 
provided $5 000 in additional compensation to mentors 

For example one of the strong objections to merit pay is that 
administrators are making decisions about who are outstanding 
teachers when they don t know anything about teaching or they 
use it as a divide and conquer strategy to go after strong union 
members Well in 813 we fashioned a mentor teacher program 
where mentors could only be selected through a teacher selection 
process It would have to be ratified by administrators but 
basically teachers initiated and had veto authority over that 
process 

There was also a concern that you re giving more pay to 
teachers who are doing the same work Equal pay for equal work 
So we changed someone who s a mentor teacher they had to 
remain in the classroom for most of their time but they would 
have some other responsibilities And if they had some different 
responsibilities other responsibilities the teacher unions could live 
with their receiving more compensation 

So it was negotiations like that listening like that that we had 
to work through on teacher tenure on the teacher mentor Those 


were difficult 
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The mam problem was we faced was how to fund SB 813 
since we were putting more money in the Because there wasn t 
money just lying around that you could just dedicate We had to 
have a funding source We tned to get what we thought was the 
best funding source the one that might have the most political 
support which was a tax on alcohol and cigarettes In those days 
cigarette taxes were very low That s changed Liquor taxes still 
are quite low in California 

So we tned that approach but the business community rallied 
among their friends in the tobacco and liquor industry and they 
were able to get Republicans and some Democrats not to go along 
with an increase in sin taxes 

What we ended up using as a funding source was what is 
called the Supplemental Property Tax which ensured that property 
taxes were collected in a timely fashion If I recall correctly and 
my memory s a little bit fuzzy on this but normally you pay 
property taxes they re due July 1 the beginning of the new fiscal 
year So let s say you purchase a home m October You don t 
start paying property taxes until the next June And what SB 813 
did was to say no you should be starting to pay property taxes 
from the day you acquire the property So we were able to pick up 
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a portion of the year that new property owners whether they re 
home or business had not had to pay property taxes on 

Property taxes are always a sensitive issue particularly after 
the passage of Prop 13 We thought the supplemental property tax 
was fair but there were some conservatives that groused about it 
that it was a tax increase it was bad But in the end Deukmejian 
went along with it 

And people wanted this bill to pass They knew it was for the 
schools and this was a time when the Republicans had to balance 
Do I want to be viewed as anti education to support this obscure 
modification in the property tax law ? And so we were able to get 
most people to support this because education was such a hot issue 

But I want to give credit also to Bill Homg because Bill was a 
champion of this legislation Although he didn t go as far as we 
wanted to on the financing part of it he got kind of beat up by the 
Governor he was a great advocate for this legislation He was 
out around the state generating support and that played in the 
media and it made it harder for legislators to oppose the legislation 
because it was viewed that this would really help the schools It 
got a lot of visibility and Bill Homg had a lot to do with that 
Did you also consider running for State Superintendent 9 
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I did 
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You met with Wilson Riles I think he mentioned in his interview 
Yeah That s amazing I forgot about that 

I was planning on running for the office In fact that gets 
back to your other question about running for the State Senate I 
had planned initially to run for the state supenntendency rather 
than the State Senate I went to Wilson Riles and said I want to 
run for this office If you re going to run then I m not gomg to 
run But if you re not going to run please let me know because I 
want to run And he said No I m not going to run go ahead 
And so I started to orgamze a campaign and some of my key 
people who helped me were people who were working with 
Wilson Riles One of who was Bill Whiteneck who I mentioned 
earlier became the chief of staff to the Senate Education 
committee in 1983 Bill Horug also was saying that he was going 
to run And I can t even remember the details You d have to ask 
them But Wilson Riles basically changed his mind at the last 
minute and said that he was going to run 

So when he said he was gomg to run I was very disappointed 
and surprised but when Wilson said that I didn t want to run 
against him for a number of reasons I thought he d been a good 
Superintendent of Public Instruction I thought it was time for a 
change but I didn t have major differences with Wilson Riles He 
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was a role model for me m many respects in that I had been a 
strong supporter of his against Max Rafferty He was the first 
African American constitutional officer And I didn t want to run 
against someone who I considered a friend I didn t want to do it 
Bill Homg if I recall correctly had made similar kinds of 
comments that he wasn t going to run if Wilson Riles ran but then 
when Wilson Riles changed Homg said No I m going to run 
anyway 

I think that s what Wilson Riles said He mentioned it Wilson 
Riles m Ins interview said that he had talked with both of you 
and you said you wouldn t run if Wilson Riles ran and that Homg 
had said the same thing but he changed his mind Interesting 
What was the chronology m that race the Senate race 7 You 
decided not to run for State Supenntendent and then you did 
decide to run for 
It was all sort of at the same time 
Yeah it must have been all at the same time 
So I first wanted to run for Superintendent and was planning on 
doing that starting to organize a campaign Then Wilson Riles 
said No I m going to run anyway So I didn t want to do that 
And then there was reapportionment going on I can t 


remember what the timeframe was But also a decision to run for 
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the State Senate was based upon what sort of district there would 
be to run in and fundamentally for me the Democrats were in 
charge 

In 1982 we passed a reapportionment plan that would be 
effective for 1983 because Jerry Brown was the Governor and we 
wanted to get it done while we could still pass a Democratic 
reapportionment plan And that s how this Los Angeles portion of 
the district came to be in the district If we hadn t had that it 
would have been more difficult for me to win the State Senate 

And then I believe there was a court ruling as to whether or 
not the court would uphold the reapportionment and that was 
occurring at the same time that I was trying to make this decision 
So it was kind of complicated 
A lot of things going on 
A lot of things going on at the same time 
So it sounds like Proposition 13 itself was not well you know 
from my perspective someone who moved to California people 
say Proposition 13 really hurt the schools Was it not really the 
case in the early 80s? 

Oh it did hurt the schools But I think what I was attempting to 
say before is that the problem with education funding preceded 
Proposition 13 Proposition 13 was a major problem and it really 
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hurt the schools Schools and libraries were hurt the most But 
education cuts preceded Proposition 13 and it wasn t just a single 
hit I mean all the blame can t be placed on Proposition 13 
One of the things I doing some research came across was SC A 10 
to modify the population growth inflation formula m Proposition 
13 Does that ring a bell 9 I m not sure I really understand this but 
the growth inflation formula would be replaced by a formula based 
on the growth of total income in the state It had some bearing on 
Gann s I don t know if it was Proposition 13 This doesn t ring 
a bell 9 

The Gann Initiative is separate from Proposition 13 Proposition 
13 was passed in 1978 The Gann Initiative I believe was passed 
in 1980 

What the Gann limit attempted to do was to say whatever 
resources the State of California has should not increase by more 
than inflation and population growth on an annual basis But you 
get involved in some very sort of complicated formulas as to how 
you determine inflation how you determine population growth 

So I presume this measure which doesn t nng a bell with me 
was an attempt to perhaps modify the Garni limit so it would not be 
so onerous There would be greater flexibility for state 
government to be able to spend the resources that it would have at 
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its disposal rather than having to do what was done on at least one 
occasion that Governor Deukmejian supported which was to give 
money back to taxpayers in terms of a rebate Everybody received 
in the mail a check for $50 If we had combined all those $50 
checks and invested it in the schools we would have been a lot 
further along towards solving some of our problems in schools 
But the Gann Initiative provided a mechamsm for those momes to 
be returned 

This was just a modification of the formula which I believe you 
were associated with It did seem very technical and I had made a 
note of it here 

We re talking about elections In 1986 you considered 
running for Governor? 

I did 

I think Berman was one of the people who was encouraging you to 
do that Is that correct? 

Well Howard Berman who you re referring to was a long time 
personal friend and political supporter of mine and was supportive 
of my pursuing this and the people that worked closely with him 
were also helpful It was viewed I think by everyone as a difficult 
undertaking given Deukmejian s popularity 
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I m trying to remember exactly what happened In 82 it was 
Bradley versus Deukmejian and most people assumed that 
Bradley would win and Bradley lost And then in 86 it was a 
repeat Bradley versus Deukmejian again And I considered 
running because I thought that Tom Bradley could not win I 
thought he d had his best chance I thought he was part of an older 
generation of political leadership I didn t have the close 
association with him that I had with Wilson Riles who was also a 
leading African American politician And I thought that we 
needed some new leadership m the Democratic Party and it would 
be a lot of fun to be Governor of California 

Sol embarked upon it even though it would be very difficult 
with the biggest challenge being fundraising I wasn t well known 
throughout the state and I didn t have a fundraising base that could 
raise the millions of dollars so it was going to take a lot of senous 
activity raising money and getting around the state I pursued it for 
I can t remember how long for a couple of months maybe longer 
trying to raise some money first in Santa Barbara which is my 
home area Fortunately in Santa Barbara there are some wealthy 
people who were willing to make substantial contributions so I 
could see my way clear to at least begin the fundraising process 
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But it just seemed like I was going to have to spend all my time 
raising money and the chances of succeeding weren t great 
I just decided I didn t want to spend all my time running 
around the state trying to raise money m what was going to be a 
difficult campaign and that I could still make a contribution by 
being a more senior member of the State Senate 
And I read that you returned some of the campaign contributions 
I did 

That s kind of unusual I think 

Yeah I sent a letter to all of my contributors and said you know 
You gave this money to my campaign for Governor and I ve 
decided not to run so please let me know if you would like the 
money back Actually you do incur some expenses in such a 
campaign of travel and other things so I did have some expenses 
but most people said No keep the money But there was one 
major contributor who asked for it back and so that was fine 
In terms of name recognition there was another Gary Hart out 
there Was that confusing to some people or did you have to sort 
of make extra efforts to make people realize that you were a 
different Gary Hart 9 

Well Gary Hart was elected to the United States Senate at the 
same time I was elected to the State Assembly in 1974 So m sort 
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of inside political circles there was an issue and there was some 
confusion because the other Gary Hart and I came out of the same 
political background and tradition Even though he s older than I 
am I preceded him I was involved with the McCarthy campaign 
m 1968 which was part of the anti war campaign I was closely 
associated with A1 Lowenstein and there was a group of activists 
m 1968 who knew me very well 

The other Gary Hart was a successful lawyer m Denver and 
recruited by Senator George McGovern to be his campaign 
manager in his run for the presidency in 1972 

So there was a time when Gary Hart first started in 1970 as 
George McGovern s campaign manager he was getting confused 
with me all the time He was just starting I had been m national 
Democratic politics for a couple of years 

But then m 1972 when George McGovern surprised a lot of 
people and won the Democratic nomination then the other Gary 
Hart became much better known I still remember seeing his 
picture in Newsweek Magazine as George McGovern s campaign 
manager At the Democratic National Convention in Miami 
Florida he had quite a bit of visibility 
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And then he was elected to the Senate in 1974 as a new 
Democrat and then I had the problem that people would confuse 
me with him 

But the general population there was for the most part no 
confusion because no one outside of Colorado and people who 
were sort of political junkies knew who the other Gary Hart was 
But when he ran for President in 1984 then there started to be 
greater confusion 

So when I ran m 1986 or began to run for Governor there 
was some confusion and I think most people viewed it as kind of a 
novelty The coincidence is not only did we have the same name 
but we had the same title We were both called Senator Senator 
Gary Hart We both came out of the same political movement 
Our viewpoints were very similar on political issues on the major 
issues He was a strong environmentalist He was a new 
Democrat not as closely wedded to organized labor and the 
traditional Democratic constituencies That s where I was coming 
from as well 

And on top of all that some people said we even looked a bit 
alike We re not dead ringers for one another but I actually had a 
relative an aunt call me up and said she d seen me on TV and it 
was him not me and she knew me pretty well 1 



232 


It was kind of fun And I should also say that because we did 
have this association he was very helpful to me and came and 
campaigned on my behalf and did a couple of fundraisers We did 
a Hart to Hart dinner in Santa Barbara and he spoke at the 
dinner and came to a couple of other fundraisers I tried to help 
him a little bit 

But then of course m 1988 when he ran for President and he 
was the frontrunner and was expected to be running against George 
Bush then the Donna Rice thing blew up m his face All of a 
sudden the name Gary Hart became a leading joke on late night 
TV So there was both the confusion and then there was also the 
embarrassment that was associated with it 

And 1988 was the year I ran for Congress against Bob 
Lagomarsmo m a very closely contested race where he won 51 
percent and I won 49 and that was the same year that Gary Hart 
had self destructed I felt since I had represented the Santa 
Barbara Ventura area for a long time that there really wasn t much 
of an issue about confusion because I d been around for such a 
long time by then and I didn t see it as an issue much in the 
campaign 

But I always like to tell the story that the day after the 
election I was pumping gas at the gas station in Santa Barbara m 
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my home precinct which was a low income area and there was an 
African American woman pumping gas right at the next pump and 
she kept looking at me like Who is that? I had a lot television ads 
in Santa Barbara so I knew what was going on that she was I 
know that guy but who is this? Is that someone famous? or 
whatever 

So finally she said Don 11 know who you are 9 
And I said Well you probably do I m Gary Hart and I was 
running for election this year 

And she says That s right I voted for you for President and 
all that stuff about Donna Rice it didn t matter 

So here in my own backyard somebody the day after the 
election seemed to be confused about it so who knows 9 Maybe it 
affected the election 

But that was a close race Bill Clinton and A1 Gore did they make 
appearances on your behalf 7 

Yes they did I like to say that I had two out of state politicians 
come to campaign for me One was the Governor of Arkansas and 
the other was a Senator from Tennessee 

It was a very hotly contested race It was a high priority race 
for the Democratic Party nationally and I had I think a good 
reputation And Clinton and Gore were ambitious politicians and 
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one of the things that ambitious politicians do is they get around 
try to help people who they think have a bright future and develop 
a relationship that might pay off for them in the future 

And I had a very interesting experience with Bill Clinton 
when he came to speak at my dinner and this was when I was 
running against Lagomarsino and it was in the fall of 1988 That 
was the year that Dukakis was running against George Bush And 
whenever you have fundraisers in October it s been my 
experience I mean there s always problems You schedule an 
event long in advance and you pick a date that turns out to be the 
seventh game of the World Series Down in my part of California 
m October it s notorious for Santa Ana wind conditions that lead 
to fires and so many fundraisers are canceled because of fires in 
that part of the state And then also you have presidential debates 
Well it turned out the night we had the fundraising dinner 
with Bill Clinton was the first George Bush Michael Dukakis 
debate So you ve got all these people coming to this dinner who 
were there out of loyalty to me but they also want to see the 
debate and it turned out the debate actually occurred during the 
cocktail hour Bill Clinton didn t show up during the cocktail hour 
because he was watching the debate upstairs in his hotel room and 
I remember talking to him at the dinner after the debate 
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The very first question that Michael Dukakis was asked was 
Governor Dukakis you re opposed to capital punishment What 
if your wife were raped and murdered 9 Would you still be 
opposed to capital punishment 9 And Dukakis gave this sort of 
academic answer He didn t say If somebody raped and 
murdered my wife I d be so mad I d want to lynch them He 
didn t do that It was a very sort of sterile analytical response that 
didn t sit well with a lot of people 

I remember Bill Clinton saying If I m ever m that situation 
I 11 answer that question differently 
Shall we stop now 9 
Is it three 9 
It s 2 45 

Fifteen more minutes 9 
Okay 

Speaking about the capital punishment issue you mentioned 
Rose Bird before Were you involved in that situation 9 I ve read 
just a little bit about it She was on the Supreme Court and against 
capital punishment I guess there were other things involved m her 
not being reelected She was very controversial 
Supreme Court justices are subjected to a confinnation/election 
process It wasn t like she was running against somebody else 


HART 
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But the voters have an opportunity to say Should Rose Bird be 
granted another term to serve on the Supreme Court? Yes or no? 

There was a major effort by George Deukmejian and I can t 
remember the year whether it was 86 maybe or before then to 
unseat her and two of her colleagues on the Supreme Court 
because they were taking all of these death penalty cases that were 
coming before them and overturning them The line was that she 
was opposed to capital punishment even though there had been a 
constitutional amendment passed reinstating capital punishment 
And in the final analysis she and two of her colleagues were 
kicked off the Supreme Court by the voters 

I opposed Rose Bird s continuation on the Supreme Court 
and I did so because I felt that even though I was an opponent of 
capital punishment her stance m the court was not as judicious as 
it should have been Even though I was an opponent of capital 
punishment I think you still have to uphold the Constitution I 
was not as concerned about her Supreme Court decisions but what 
really was important to me was that I had heard from two or three 
people whose judgment I really respected who said that they really 
questioned her judicial temperament and her willingness to follow 
the law One was a very prominent attorney who went on to 
become a leading figure here m California who had worked 
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directly with her and another was someone who had served with 
her as a cabinet official in the Brown Administration Prior to her 
appointment on the Supreme Court Bird had worked with Jerry 
Brown as one of his cabinet secretaries 

So these people whose judgment I respected a lot said that 
they really had questions about her judgment 

And a final decision for me was that I was very concerned 
that she was going to drag down these other justices that were 
being singled out as well because they had voted against some of 
these capital punishment cases It was clear to me that she wasn t 
going to be confirmed that people just had had enough of Rose 
Bird Not just the political right but voters m general But these 
other justices who represented I thought good judicial 
temperament but who represented a progressive point of view m 
the court they were likely to be casualties because of the notoriety 
that s associated with Rose Bird 

And so in part I was wanting to make this distinction and felt 
that perhaps I might be able to play some minor role in helping 
these other justices who I knew were going to be subject to attack 
and say No there s a difference between these people and Rose 
Bird and I agree Rose Bird should not be maintained on the court 
but these other justices ought to 
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Those justices names were Joseph Grodin and Cruz Reynoso 
I had had some personal dealings with Cruz Reynoso and thought 
of him as just a wonderful person a wonderful judge the first 
Latino in modem times to be appointed to the court And so I 
particularly wanted to try and help him and gave him some money 
but in the end it didn t matter They were all thrown out 
Maybe the final question for today not being successful m the 88 
campaign what were your thoughts about future campaigns at that 
point 9 Were you still interested maybe in considering future runs 
for U S Congress 9 Your future m politics at that point what were 
your thoughts 9 

My thoughts at that point in time were to continue serving m the 
State Senate maybe to run for Superintendent of Public Instruction 
again if for some reason Bill Homg who I liked and got along 
with something happened to him and indeed something did 
happen to him and he had to leave office in disgrace And I 
indeed thought again about miming for Superintendent of Public 
Instruction when the time came for that office to be vacant again 
So there were a lot of options One was to continue in the 
State Senate one was to run for Superintendent of Public 
Instruction another was to try again for Congress at some point in 
the future And I think at that point Congress just didn t seem to 



239 


be in the cards I had tried twice and lost It was the office that 
probably more than any other I wanted I really enjoyed foreign 
affairs I wanted to be part of the Congress and work in 
Washington It just was something that had always been part of 
my dream but 1988 seemed to be my best chance to win and I 
came up a bit short I tend to be a fatalist in these matters and if it 
doesn t work then kind of go on from there 

What finally happened is that I was reelected in 1990 thought 
seriously about running for Superintendent of Public Instruction 
when the office was vacated by Bill Homg and embarked upon the 
process similar to what I did in 86 when I considered running for 
Governor That is began to engage in the fundraising activities 
This time around I think unlike when I ran against 
Deukmejian which was really an uphill long shot battle I think 
this time I was really the odds on favor to win the office but my 
heart just wasn t in it I just didn t want to spend all this time 
running around and raising money going to every comer of the 
state I had three children that were in school and just felt like it 
was an important time to be around for them as well 
So I backed off and decided not only not to run for 
Superintendent but decided not to run for reelection even though I 
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could have I wasn t subject to term limits and just felt that I had 
done this for twenty years and it was time to move on 

There was also another factor that played in it and that is that 
there was another reapportionment that was coming and my district 
was changing and unlike the district that I had represented m the 
State Senate for many years which included portions of Santa 
Barbara County Ventura County and a small sliver of Los 
Angeles County making for a viable Democratic Senate District 
But with this new reapportionment I was losing all of Los 
Angeles County and having to pick up the rest of the very 
conservative portions of Santa Barbara County and all of San Luis 
Obispo County also a more Republican county It was going to be 
a much more conservative much more rural district It was going 
to be much more difficult for me to get to the district to campaign 
in places like Paso Robles and Atascadero They re a long 
distance from Sacramento or my home in Santa Barbara 

I think I could have won this new Senate seat but I would 
have had to work very hard at it and it would have again been 
even more time away from my family than I had become 
accustomed to because I had had easier races in recent years So 
all of those factors contributed to deciding to hang it up 
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And I d seen quite a few people in the Legislature that I think 
had stayed too long and had gotten stale and cynical or embittered 
I d rather leave too soon than too late 
Okay Well thanks 
All right 
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[Begin Tape 7 Side A] 

CASTANEDA Senator Hart I d like to go back a little bit and talk a little bit more 

about education I wanted to talk to you a little bit about your 
views on the California Master Plan which I believe was authored 
in 1959 and has pretty much governed higher education in 
California 

First of all what are your views on the Master Plan and how it 
structures education in California 9 

HART Well I think it s been a wonderful policy initiative m California 

that other states did not have Its key features are that it 
differentiates roles among higher education institutions which 
lessens doesn t eliminate but lessens some overlap and some 
competition that might exist among those institutions 

It also establishes admission requirements to each of the three 
segments that are based upon the achievement level of students 
And of course the Master Plan also has the goal of 
essentially free higher education In the decade of the 90s 
unfortunately the early 90s that was abrogated because of the 
state s fiscal situation and there were significant fee increases 
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I think in the 1960s for example students paid about $50 a 
semester to attend the University of California At the high point 
in the mid 1990s tuition moved from about $1 000 to $4 000 
annually m a relatively short period of time 

So we ve moved away unfortunately from that free higher 
education stipulated m the Master Plan But still we ve had recent 
reductions in fees and California has one of the lowest fee 
structures of any of the 50 states So relatively speaking we still 
have strong student access in California and we also have a strong 
financial aid program for students who might have trouble paying 
for tuition 

We re just now beginning m 2000 to reexamine the Master 
Plan Which I think is a good idea I certainly don t favor 
complete change or necessarily major modification but I do think 
that m the future we re going to have to have more collaborative 
arrangements among the various segments in higher education as 
well as with K 12 education 

I think one can make the case that sometimes the Master Plan 
by its differential responsibilities and roles works against that 
collaboration 

And so I m hoping that in the future we will see more 
opportunities for collaboration between higher education and K 12 
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and the segments and more regional collaboration I think there s 
a growing awareness regarding the importance of higher education 
upon state economic development We need to be looking more 
carefully at how higher education for example can more 
positively affect a particular region s economic development 

But again I think the Master Plan was a great innovation in 
the late 50s I think it is still serving California well although I 
think there may be some necessary modifications 
Do you have a view on why the Master Plan did come to 
California when it did when in other states there isn t such a plan? 
You know I m really not an expert on that All of this took place 
prior to my joining the Legislature while I was still in Ingh school 

I think the reason it did occur here in California is that I think 
we were farther along than most other states m terms of a higher 
education system California was a pioneer in community 
colleges California was a pioneer with the University of 
California a major research university with multiple campuses I 
think our California State University system was more similar to 
what other states have 

But because we had this very differential system and we had 
many different campuses there was perhaps a greater need m 
California to address who s supposed to be doing what because in 
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other states they didn t have as many campuses they didn t have a 
community college system 

At the time we had Pat Brown as Governor who was a 
activist Governor and very much committed to higher education 
and you had some key members of the Legislature that seemed to 
be interested and there was a spirit of bipartisanship that I wish we 
had today in California We don t have as much of that as we did 
thirty or forty years ago And Clark Kerr was a visionary leader at 
the University of California who played a cntical role m 
formulating and helping enact the Master Plan 
What was the role of the Senate Education Committee m regard to 
UC CSU and community colleges 9 

Our role is really limited as it relates to higher education because 
the higher education segments have their own governance 
structures through the Board of Regents and the University of 
California and the state trustees of the CSU system and over 100 
locally elected community college boards 

The major legislative impact upon these higher education 
institutions is through the budget process not through the 
education committee There would be on occasion bills that would 
change the law as it relates to higher education that would come 
through our committee But particularly as it relates to the 
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University of California they have a constitutional autonomy 
provision that s in the State Constitution that is meant to insulate 
them from the day to day sort of political tugging and pulling that 
goes on and anytime an effort is made to apply laws to them 
there s always sort of a reaction and resistance to that We seem to 
have this tradition that the University of California is exempt and 
to a certain extent insulated from legislative intervention 
But we ve obviously had legislation that has affected the 
University of California such as affirmative action and open 
record laws has always a sensitive issue about since the University 
of California has quite rigorous standards on granting tenure only 
about 50 percent of assistant professors gain tenure status within 
the University of California and when professors are denied 
tenure there s always some Monday morning quarterbacking and 
some criticisms of that especially of course by those denied 
tenure And since historically the process was a very secretive 
one there have always been pressures to try and make it a more 
open process giving aggrieved professors full due process rights 
That has been a particularly sensitive issue that has come before 


our education committees on occasion 
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And how would your committee deal with issues related to the 
tenure process 7 Would it be seeking to open it up 7 How would 
that happen 7 

There would be a bill that would be introduced just as I was 
alluding to that any professor who was under review for example 
would be able to review any recommendations that had come from 
professors that were passing judgment as a way to ensure that the 
faculty member was treated fairly and that there were not unfair 
inaccurate or prejudicial things that were said against that 
individual 

The converse view put forward by the University of California 
always was that if there was not confidentiality reviewers will not 
be candid and you will have a dimmishment in the rigor of the 
evaluation process 

We ve gone through this a lot and I think the way things 
stand now they have what s called a redacted procedure whereby 
the actual name of the person who did any kind of review is 
protected but the substance of what they said can be shared with 
the person who s under review And that s meant to try to get the 
best of both worlds of ensuring due process but at the same time 
protecting confidentiality 
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You mentioned there was a bill introduced to try and open up the 
process Was that correct? 

Yes 

I m sure I can find that It s not something that you would have 
It s not a bill that I earned and I can t remember the number It s 
fairly obscure and sort of an internal issue but one that was very 
important to both faculty and to the University of California 
But that didn t go forward 

Well as I mentioned as a result I think of some of these 
legislative efforts the bill was either not signed in the form that I 
described or was amended down substantially But the Umversity 
given this pressure and concern did make some accommodation to 
try and give faculty members more access to their files when 
they re under review for tenure 

Do you ever have a comparable kind of situation with the CSU 9 
The tenure requirements are not as stringent but there are times I 
suppose when faculty don t receive tenure Was there anything 
related to tenure that came up 9 

You know I don t recall and part of it may have been that I did 
not represent for the most part a campus of the California State 
University system in my district whereas I did represent the 


UCSB campus There were a number of UCSB tenure disputes 



249 


CASTANEDA 


HART 


that I was asked to become party to so I have more familiarity 
with it 

But I don t believe there were bills that were introduced that 
would have applied to CSU Somehow the accessibility issue had 
already been successfully addressed I think from the faculty 
standpoint within CSU and it was quite different than the way it 
was handled at UC At least that s my understanding 
In terms of the more insulated nature of the UC were there 
particular instances that you can recall that were significant where 
UC really strove to protect the autonomy that it had 9 It s a general 
question 

Yes The one we ve just been discussing I think is probably the 
most important and the most sensitive 

Another general area that the University was concerned about 
was research funding Given the research expertise and capability 
of the University of California it would be natural for legislators 
or their constituents to say We want the University of California 
to study this problem or to act on this issue And many research 
request ideas seemed quite compelling whether it be cancer 
research or dealing with prenatal issues Certainly the health care 
area is one that always comes to mind 
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But the University was quite concerned that if this was done 
on some basis other than a sort of rigorous policy review removed 
somewhat from the political arena it would easily degenerate into 
not high quality research It would lead to pork barrel research 
And so the University President s Office was anxious to try to 
prevent or discourage those kinds of legislatively initiated 
proposals 

So they had their own internal process for considering 
research proposals based upon funding levels that they had 
received from the Legislature and they attempted to squash 
professors from doing an end run and going to the Legislature to 
try to get whatever they wanted funded 

You know to a large extent I think the University was 
successful in quashing those efforts but on occasion things would 
come through I don t think any great harm was done but it 
always was sort of a point of tension Which is different than most 
other agencies and programs Legislators feel free to come 
forward with ideas but the University had a different way of doing 
business 

And m fact there was something established which is still in 
existence called the California Policy Seminar that was set up as a 
mechanism to respond to legislative concerns And I recall when I 



251 


CASTANEDA 

HART 


was on the Budget Committee always emphasizing the fact that the 
University had three missions research teaching and public 
service And part of public service is responding in my view to 
legislative requests as it relates to policy matters 

And so I was pushing the University as were others to be 
more responsive to legislative concerns And one way to deal with 
this was to have a separate appropriation that would be controlled 
by the University and would be used exclusively for legislative 
requests as it relates to research needs or for this policy group to be 
thinking particularly about what the research needs of California 
might be rather than what the research needs of a particular 
professor might be in terms of promoting their own institute or 
their own resume as it relates to getting particular journal refereed 
articles published 
In talking about research projects 

Just one other thing I would be remiss if I didn t make a passing 
reference to it Issues having to do with affirmative action in 
higher education It was important And again this was 
particularly true for the University of California which historically 
did not have as much diversity as certainly the commumty colleges 


or the California State University system 
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So there was an effort made by the Legislature to try to push 
the University back in the 60s and 70s to have their student body 
to have their faculty more accurately reflect the ethnic diversity of 
the state of California 

To make a long story short that led to a senes of admissions 
policies trying to respond to that concern and that led to the Bakke 
decision that led to 209 and to a very different situation and 
circumstance that we have as a result of the passage of 209 which 
prohibits any kind of racial or ethnic distinctions as it relates to 
higher education particularly concerning admissions policies 
What was the year of the Bakke decision? Was that early 80s? 

I should know because my wife was a physician m training in the 
same class as Bakke was She got her picture on the cover of Time 
Magazine along with every other person m her class She always 
liked to tease me that she made it to the cover of Tune Magazine 
and I didn t 

I m trying to think I think she was in the class of the mid 
70s It was like the Class of 76 or 77 And I think the actual 
decision came down late 70s early 80s I guess 
Were there lobbyists or personnel in the UC president s office or 
CSU chancellor s office that would interact with your committee? 
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In other words how did the UC and CSU deal with the 
Legislature 7 

You know it varied They certainly employed lobbyists Both 
University of California and California State University have a 
state office here in Sacramento that is directly involved m all 
legislative matters whether they re budgetary regulatory or 
they re legislative matters 

In addition depending on what the issue was they might 
bring some professor or some chancellor or the president of the 
University of California to help make the case before the 
legislature 

Both UC and CSU have alumni days in the spring when they 
invite alumni from all over the state to come and those alumni 
usually go and lobby individual legislators from their area So 
there s a fairly broad based and sophisticated lobbying operation 
that both CSU and UC have employed I think fairly effectively 
Did you have a relationship with any of the UC presidents or CSU 
chancellors 7 Did you get to know them in your role m the 
Legislature 7 

Yes because I chaired the Budget subcommittee for a while and 
was a member of both the Assembly and Senate budget 
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committees that reviewed the University of California s and the 
California State University s budgets 

Most of the UC chancellors and some of the CSU presidents I 
had direct involvement with Oftentimes there are capital projects 
that are important that might be up for approval or disapproval and 
that might generate phone calls from the campus leadership We 
would sometimes receive resolutions from the faculty or from the 
students or from one particular campus that was concerned about 
an issue oftentimes on affirmative action Usually about a faculty 
member who was a minority who was turned down in terms of 
tenure asking for us to intercede with the chancellor And so on 
occasion I would have conversations with chancellors 

President Rosser of Cal State Los Angeles still likes to remind 
me that the first week that he was the new president of Cal State 
LA I spoke to him about a concern I had due to some basketball 
players at Cal State Los Angeles who had filed a lawsuit against 
CSULA because they had attended CSULA and had not learned I 
told President Rosser that I was very upset with tins and felt that 
this was a real mark against Cal State LA because any credible 
higher education institution should have academic rigor for all of 
its students including its athletes He agreed and changes took 
place at the campus concerning athletes and academics 
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So there are oftentimes matters that are not of a legislative 
nature It s not just that there s a bill or a budget proposal but 
there may be something I ve read about or someone has brought to 
my attention that s of concern It was certainly I think 
appropriate to pick up the phone and to call the person who s in 
charge of the institution to let them know what your concerns are 
and try to resolve them 

Would that be the way that other committee members or heads of 
other committees would typically engage in work that was relevant 
to what they were doing 9 
To pick up the phone 9 

Yes Would doing that sort of depend on the personality maybe 9 
It does and I think most legislators if they had a concern 
probably would call up the lobbyist for the University of 
California for the CSU and ask them But some legislators 
would not hesitate to pick up the phone and to call the president or 
chancellor that they didn t know but they just felt strongly about 
this and they would just want to go right to the top 

I think dealing with individual chancellors and presidents is 
more likely to occur number one if you have one of those 
institutions in your own legislative district and number two if 


you re on the committee that has jurisdiction the Education 
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Committee or the Budget Committee over these items and then 
particularly if you re a chair of one of those committees Because 
in that circumstance oftentimes the chancellors and the presidents 
will reach out before there is a problem to come and to introduce 
themselves and to try to establish a relationship so that if there is a 
problem a legislator will feel free to call up the person and try to 
resolve it rather than just introducing a bill writing a nasty letter or 
attempting to reduce funding for a campus or a state education 
institution 

Well it seems like a much more reasonable way of approaching a 
problem or maybe something before it becomes a problem 
Exactly 

David Gardner did you have a relationship with him like that 9 
Or Peltason 9 I don t remember his first name 
Yeah In fact all the presidents of the Umversity of California I 
had relationships with The first president was David Saxon who 
was pnor to his becoming president a UCLA physics professor I 
remember when I first took office I had concerns about diversity 
issues particularly among the faculty and spoke to President 
Saxon on many occasions about them 

He was followed by President Gardner who had worked at 
one time at the Santa Barbara campus where I was from although I 
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didn t know him at that time But he had played a very important 
leadership role in the student protest period of the late 1960s 
I think I may have mentioned m one of our earlier sessions 
that there was a major controversy at the UCSB campus 
concerning the chancellor who had engaged in some improper 
expenditures I brought that matter to President Gardner s 
attention personally and expressed my concerns and felt that it 
was something that demanded his immediate attention 

So that was something in our relationship that was I thought 
important and was an ongoing area of concern that we shared 
President Gardner was also involved I believe m the issue 
having to do with the divestment in South Africa and I expressed 
some concerns to him about that as well 

He was followed by Peltason Jack Peltason was only 
president for a couple of years but we had a good working 
relationship throughout 

Would you be willing to sort of grade them in terms of real 
effectiveness? 

Sure I thought that David Gardner was superb as the president of 
the University of California in terms of getting what the University 
wanted And I think as I may have also mentioned previously so 
much of this process revolves around the budget the budget 
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revolves around the Governor and David Gardner had a very good 
working relationship with Governor Deukmejian It may have 
been that Governor Deukmejian wanted to support the University 
of California anyway but I think that David Gardner probably had 
a lot to do with that 

I thought he was a very effective salesman He was very 
knowledgeable very articulate right to the point He seemed to 
have an ability that I think sometimes university administrators 
who come out of academic work have some trouble with He was 
always very precise able to respond to questions very very 
quickly whereas sometimes some university administrator I 
think particularly in the University of California there s such a 
premium on scholarship and having people serve in these positions 
who have outstanding research records Being a research academic 
is kind of a world unto itself 

And so it takes I think a special skill and I thought David 
Gardner was particularly talented in that regard It s not to say that 
the other presidents that I worked with didn t have skills but 
Gardner really stood out I thought 

I also would say as it relates to the California State University 
system that I felt that Barry Mumtz would be put in the same 
category as David Gardner having a real ability to respond 
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attentively and thoughtfully to legislative concerns and I thought 
did a very admirable job for the CSU system 

I thought his predecessor Ann Reynolds had some problems 
and had some difficulties and ended up in the end costing her 
As also happened to David Gardner David Gardner got into 
some problems with personal expenditures and they also were a 
problem for Ann 

CASTANEDA Would you have more contact with the CSU chancellor than a UC 

president'? Did it balance out 9 

HART I didn t see that much of a difference I think it really depended 

upon the personality of the individual I thought Gardner was very 
good at using his time and using my time Then when there was 
something that really demanded my attention he was there And if 
I had a specific request he would respond very ably and very 
quickly 

Again I would say the same thing about Barry Munitz that I 
found him to be very accessible 
CASTANEDA Okay Let me change the tape 
[End Tape 7 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 7 Side B] 

CASTANEDA We were talking about research and that research plays a bigger 

role in the UC system than the CSU 
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I also want to talk about the issue of management of national 
research labs That s come up lately with some of these labs just 
within the last year 

Did those issues come up m your committees UC 
management of research labs'? 

Yes they did For the most part I would say that that came up in 
the 70s and early 1980s more so than the latter part of the time m 
the late 80s or 90s when I was in the Legislature And it was 
primarily on the basis of was this an appropriate activity for a 
university to be involved in to be sort of an arm of the 
government an arm of the military establishment particularly with 
something as sensitive and controversial as nuclear weapons'? 

Some of us approached this issue as a concern that this might 
compromise the academic independence of the University and it 
just seemed to me to be an activity that was really questionable for 
the University to be involved in 

Now the issue has become more recently Was the national 
security interests compromised by some activities of people m 
these labs'? It s a different question although one can argue that 
they are related By definition a university is meant to be open 
and the University of California for example its emblematic 
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slogan is Let There Be Light Obviously weapons research is 
not meant to be shared with everyone 

The University would always argue that This is part of our 
public service mission This is something that the federal 
government has asked us to do It s not something that we 
necessarily wanted to take over but we were asked to do this If 
the Congress feels that this is inappropriate fine then we wouldn t 
want to do it But as long as we re being asked by the national 
government to do this we feel some obligation to respond 

And you know that s an effective response I guess to the 
concern that was expressed 

There also are issues relating to management fees you know 
how much of the money that s generated from this work is 
appropriate and to what purposes should that be used 9 That was 
part of the discussion as well 

That does seem to fit at least in one sense into the research role of 
theUC too You could make that argument as you mentioned 
Did discussion of UC management of these labs ever become 
really controversial 9 It never really reached a breaking point 
Not a breaking point but it was controversial and there were some 
who felt strongly m the Legislature that this was inappropriate 
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I sort of came down gently on that side but it did seem to me 
that it was perhaps more of a national issue than it was a state 
issue 

There was a professor a physics professor at UC Berkeley a 
bit of a gadfly I think his last name was Schwartz but I m not 
absolutely certain of that I want to say Charles Schwartz who 
pursued this issue doggedly and was always coming before our 
committee to discuss this and wanting us to take action He 
pushed hard and it was partially his concerted efforts that got us to 
take a more careful look at this 

Now on the other side how about and I m not sure just to 
throw it out was athletics ever an issue that came up in terms of 
the UC and students fees related to athletics 9 
You know it came up but not in a major way As I mentioned I 
was always concerned about athletics compromising the basic 
academic integrity of the Umversity I made reference to this 
controversy at Cal State LA about the basketball players but there 
were similar instances I remember there was a case of Chuck 
Muncie who was a star running back for UC Berkeley and there 
were allegations that he was never attending class I read about 
that and I shared that information I didn t make a big deal out of 
it but I just said it was a concern that I had 
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I once had a constituent who called and who was upset that 
their son had been denied a tennis scholarship to UCLA and she 
was upset because all of the tennis scholarships went to foreigners 

This is a growing problem that sometimes the soccer teams 
and the tennis teams for example are dominated by foreign 
athletes And constituents I think rightfully raise the question 
I m paying taxes here in California why should my taxes be going 
to subsidize an athlete from some other part of the world 9 

So the University will respond We re an international 
institution Whether it s m athletics or it s scientific research we 
don t draw lines at the border 

But I always felt that there probably should be some limits on 
the number of foreign athletes that can dominate UC or CSU sports 
teams 

I m sure there were some other sports issues Sports is 
something that gets a lot of visibility and there are a lot of 
emotions there associated with it It did seem to be more of an 
issue at UC than CSU just because there are more Division I 
schools and schools like Berkeley and UCLA are right at the top 
of major athletic competition 

I was also very involved issues having to do with Title IX and 
actually carried the legislation that affected CSU This came out of 
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the concern by Title IX advocates that a disproportionate amount 
of resources were going to male rather than female athletes 
especially concerning athletic scholarships and budget resources 
Although some progress had been made since Title IX was 
adopted I believe in 1972 there d been some real strong acts of 
discrimination that were still with us m the 1990s 

And so I carried legislation as a result of a lawsuit that had 
been filed against the CSU and attempted to put forward m this 
legislation a remedy that basically said that scholarship aid and all 
athletic expenditures ought to be allocated on the basis of the 
number or the percentage of students at a particular school That 
is if you had 54 percent male students that 54 percent of the 
athletic resources ought to go to males and 46 ought to go to 
females that it was going to be driven by what the gender makeup 
was of the schools 

To make a long story short the University settled out of court 
pretty much along those lines And so I was able to drop my 
legislation because there was an out of court settlement consistent 
with what we were putting forward 

But there were major concerns about that as there always are 
m Title IX issues The football coaches also don t like this 
allocation because so much of an athletic budget is taken up with 
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the football team and there s not a female football team and so 
they feel that these equal distributions of funds are inappropriate 
I believe that the football teams are often bloated they re way 
too large They have 100 people on the team only 11 can play at 
any one time Why should we say the football team ought to have 
100 people and you re not able to fund a female volleyball 
program or a men s gymnastics program 9 I believe there needs to 
be a better balance 

This is a little digression but there s a guy at the Indiana 
University who wrote a book has written a lot on athletics and 
scholarships I don t remember his name but I saw him on 
Booknotes on CSPAN He had an interesting idea and I just 
wanted to bring it up that the big state universities balance their 
sports programs against undergraduate education And his idea 
which was interesting I wondered what you thought about it 
was that the sports programs are intended to sort of provide 
entertainment for the undergraduates in place of a more high 
quality education because what these big state schools do is really 
focus more on the research and graduate education 

Have you heard that sort of idea before 9 It s not brand new 
I heard it vaguely It s a bit of a stretch I think but there may be 
some truth to it I do think that most undergraduates work pretty 
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hard and it s not like they re spending all their time watching 
football or basketball games There s a lot that s demanded of 
university students 

Maybe the resources could be better allocated I get quite 
concerned when I see the salanes that some of the Division I 
football and basketball coaches receive They re receiving 
millions of dollars m compensation through their tennis shoe 
endorsements and here are these students oftentimes from 
disadvantaged backgrounds they re getting their tuition paid for 
which is great but they re the ones that are really providing the 
entertainment and they get no compensation But the coaches get 
sometimes millions of dollars in compensation I don t think that s 
right and I wish there were some greater controls over it 
You know it s interesting listening to you talk about faculty 
members contacting you or parents about issues How much of 
your day would be spent actually talking to either constituents that 
you represented or based on your committee work 7 Was that a 
pretty common thing on a daily or weekly basis 7 
It is Now it s hard to generalize because when the Legislature is 
out of session I tended to be m my district and spending 80 90 
and 100 percent of my time talking to my constituents about what 
we re doing m Sacramento and hearing what their concerns are 
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There are certain times of the year where it s close to 100 percent 
of my time is devoted to those kinds of issues When the 
Legislature s in session it would be much less than that 

What you tend to hear are sometimes from constituents who 
have a concern and they just expect you as their elected 
representative to help them with whatever their problems are 
Sometimes it s people who just have a policy interest They don t 
have a specific concern but they just want to see better policy or 
fairer policy or more effective policy put forward m California In 
committee it usually is people coming to testify and sharing their 
point of view A committee hearing is an excellent time to hear 
from students from faculty from professors from taxpayers who 
are concerned that taxpayers dollars maybe aren t being spent 
wisely Those are great opportunities 

Unfortunately my experience was that the Budget Committee 
where particularly as it relates to higher education a lot of what 
takes place is not well covered by the media It s somewhat 
obscure most people don t know about it And so the people who 
attend often are inside players and a more general conversation or 
more opportunities for the general public to participate are not as 
great as one would hope 
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There would occasionally be an issue that would come up that 
would generate some public interest 

When I was first in the Legislature and it seems to me there 
were more of these back in the 70s which was more of an activist 
period but the progressives were very concerned here at UC 
Davis particularly about agricultural research that was leading 
towards automated equipment that was going to displace fann 
workers The United Fann Workers for example was there 
trying to discourage certain kinds of agncultural research that they 
felt were going to displace workers or going to lead to the kind of 
genetic engmeenng that sometimes environmentalists or health 
experts felt was going to be detnmental to people s long term 
health or detnmental to the environment 

So you know sometimes those issues would come before us 
Let s see just a couple more about higher education Were there 
discussions about building new campuses that would come to your 
committee? 

Very much so 

Or student population growth 9 
Very much so 

How does that process work 9 


CASTANEDA 
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Well it s complicated You know for the most part there were 
not many new campuses Most of the work on campus 
development occurred in the 50s and 60s There was a 
tremendous growth period after World War II and it kind of ended 
in the mid 70s 

But there were examples of new campuses especiallywithin 
the CSU We do not have any new UC campuses We are now 
embarked upon an ambitious program for a new campus m UC 
Merced That s happened m the last two or three years 

On the CSU we ve had at least two campuses My memory 
may be failing me here a little bit but we ve had Cal State San 
Marcos down in Northern San Diego County and then we had Cal 
State Monterey that came about largely due to federal 
demilitarization 

There has been quite a big issue I think within CSU as there 
are satellite campuses that are developed Rather than having a 
full blown campus there s an effort to try to see that there is 
appropriate funding for campuses in areas where there s not easy 
access to a UC campus 

For example in the Palm Springs area there has been 
underway now in recent years a satellite campus for CSU We ve 
had one in my legislative district m Ventura County that had an 
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affiliation with Cal State Northndge but really operated as an 
independent arm m Ventura County And then I was instrumental 
m working with the then chancellor of CSU Ann Reynolds after 
this satellite campus had been underway for a decade of having a 
careful study done to determine whether or not it was now 
appropriate to move towards a free standing CSU campus in 
Ventura county 

As a result of that work that I helped instigate we now have a 
new campus a third campus that is about to open within CSU 
called Cal State Channel Islands 

But what you do is you sort of start off with these very sort of 
modest programs that usually are some form of university 
extension and then it s made a little bit larger and then as it 
relates to I think both Cal State San Marcos and Cal State 
Channel Islands there comes a point if the population growth can 
demonstrate it where a full blown residential campus similar to 
the other campuses could come forward 

Monterey was different because all of a sudden there was this 
gift from the federal government of hundreds of acres of valuable 
coastal land We wanted to take advantage of it so we started a 
campus without going through all those land of phase in buildup 
procedures that existed at these other campuses 
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So I guess there d be a very different process for proposing to 
build a new CSU campus as opposed to a UC Would that partly 
be due to the research function maybe 9 The CSU has 
responsibility of focusing more on a regional educational function 9 
Actually under the laws there is a procedure I mean there is a 
great concern that every legislator would like to have a UC campus 
or a CSU campus m their distnct probably have it named after 
them Although none of them are thank God named after 
legislators They have geographical names 

So we set up a process through an organization called CPEC 
to review any request proposals for new campuses and it s meant 
to be a fairly rigorous process to make sure that a new campus is 
justifiable On occasions CPEC s recommendations to go slow or 
to deny have been overturned by either the institutions and/or by 
the Legislature and work has gone forward 

That s been I think an important check that has occurred and 
that applies equally to UC or CSU I m not sure that it s so much 
that CSU that there are different procedures It s just that UC has 
not wanted to move ahead with UC campuses as much as CSU 
And I think the point that you made sort of references to CSU 
campuses are viewed more regionally for serving a regional area 
whereas UC campuses are viewed somewhat more in sort of a 
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statewide basis although you have to be careful with that I think 
we can certainly say UCLA and Berkeley are considered statewide 
institutions I m not sure you d say that of UC Santa Barbara or 
UC Davis But they certainly do draw from students all over the 
state which is less true than for some of our CSU campuses 

And I think the research needs are expensive And so to build 
a new UC campus is a lot more expensive I think than a CSU 
campus 

The last thing that I would say that influences the process is 
that UC I think has always taken pride in having campuses that 
are located m beautiful places wonderful locations I mean you 
take a look at UCLA It s in sort of the Gold Coast of the west 
side of LA And Berkeley nestles in the Berkeley Hills UC San 
Diego is in La Jolla 

By contrast you look at some of the CSU campuses Cal 
State Dominguez Hills Cal State LA they re not necessarily in 
prime real estate In some instances I think that s a great credit to 
the CSU that they are much more as they often like to refer to 
themselves the people s university It s one of the terms that 
Don Gerth uses here at Cal State Sacramento And I think that s 
true not only in terms of if you look at the ethnic makeup and if 
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you look at just the kinds of students but where they re actually 
located 

I think it s getting harder and harder to build these campuses 
because of real estate and infrastructure costs And the University 
of California really has its hands full now at UC Merced where the 
Governor wants to move ahead as quickly as possible 

But there are all sorts of environmental constraints that exist 
there m terms of endangered species of one kind or another When 
we built campuses thirty years ago there was no such thing as 
CEQA and the Endangered Species Act 

It s a much more challenging situation today and I think more 
people have come to the realization that major expansion of new 
campuses is not likely Yes there will be an occasional addition 
and hopefully from my viewpoint we can establish a UC campus 
m the San Joaquin Valley which I think is long overdue 

But the cost of doing UC Merced it s four or five hundred 
million dollars the cost of getting that campus off the ground is 
substantial And there is a concern on the part of existing faculty 
members the extent to which we have to take valuable limited 
resources and put them into a new campus it s potentially 
diverting resources from already existing campuses 
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And so you re finding I think a growing awareness of this 
problem on the part of faculty members and others within the 
existing system They oftentimes are some of the opponents or 
skeptics about new campus development either in UC or CSU 
Would the UC Merced have a particular focus or mission 9 Would 
it be constructed that way 9 Or would it have a special identity 9 
Yes it does plan on having a special identity and I don t know all 
the details but certainly agriculture or science is meant to be an 
important part of it because agriculture plays such an important 
role in the San Joaquin Valley But my understanding is that it s 
meant to be quite different than Davis which also has an 
agricultural basis It s meant to be much more based upon sort of 
the global economy and trying to understand globalization of 
agriculture rather than just how do we get a richer strand of gram 
or lettuce or whatever it is which I think is part of the Davis 
campus agricultural mission 

But I think generally speaking the focus on agricultural 
economics international trade with a strong orientation towards 
food and agriculture are meant to be key parts of the UC Merced 
campus 

Were plans for that instituted when you were still in the Senate or 
was that completely 
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They ve been around for a long time I recall having a dinner 
conversation with David Gardner when he was still UC president 
and saying that I thought the Umversity was remiss m not looking 
more carefully at the development of a new campus within the 
University of California that the last campus had been built back 
in the mid 60s which was Santa Cruz and due to tremendous 
population growth it just seemed to me that the future demanded 
that we begin now to work at a new campus 

I remember David Gardner dismissing that and saying that he 
didn t think that that was necessary that he thought that there was 
substantial additional capacity at some of the campuses such as 
Riverside that were undersub scribed and that that could meet the 
need without new campus development 

I never quite understood that because it seemed to me to be 
fairly obvious that we needed to be doing some more ambitious 
planning I felt m the back of my head that the reason why 
Gardner was taking that line is that he felt that it would be very 
unpopular with the faculty and staff at the existing campuses and 
he just either didn t think there was the political support there or he 
didn t want to waste political capital fighting that particular battle 
But it wasn t until I think right about when he left or shortly after 
he left that there began to be a senous move to develop a new UC 
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campus in the San Joaquin Valley But that push came from 
residents and legislators in the Valley and not from the UC itself 
But it really took legislative support to bring this about It 
was a concerted effort by legislators from the Central Valley from 
the Bakersfield and Fresno areas particularly to push hard to 
provide some of the funding to kind of get this going 

I certainly saw from my year of working with Governor Davis 
that this was something that he felt very strongly about I think he 
felt both on the merits that the San Joaquin Valley was entitled to a 
campus and I think also politically it was important to Governor 
Davis as the Central Valley was an important swing constituency 
It d sometimes vote Republican and sometimes vote Democratic 
and Governor Davis wanted to be perceived I think as being 
friendly towards the Central Valley and one way to do that would 
be supportive of this new campus 

You know there is some interesting data that indicates that 
UC go rates by high school graduates from the Central Valley is 
way down It s half as much as it is from Bay Area counties for 
example And there are many reasons for that but certainly the 
distance from where one resides to one of these campuses is a 
factor If you can have a UC campus in the area you can commute 
and save some costs stay at home and attend 
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And also we ve certainly found I think for some certain 
kinds of students first time college going students I think 
particularly of Latina students of a young woman going hundreds 
of miles away to school is sometimes frowned upon by their 
parents If there s a campus that s nearby within 50 or 100 miles 
that might be viewed very differently 

So if you re living m Fresno and you re a Latino family there 
is no campus within a hundred miles It s going to be much more 
of a courageous commitment on the part of that family to send 
their son or daughter off to UCLA or San Diego or some other 
campus that s a day s drive away 
CASTANEDA Let me change the tape 
[End Tape 7 Side B] 

[Begin Tape 8 Side A] 

CASTANEDA We talked earlier about how some aspects of the Master Plan 

might be breaking down might be too strong a word but you 
were talking about collaboration between the CSU and the UC 
With new campuses and there are more new campuses in the 
CSU system being built and UC Merced there must be 
projections that there 11 be enough students for all of these 


institutions 
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I m just trying to formulate a question about this collaboration 
being sort of pushed on the system by just the fact there s going to 
be such a demand for classroom space by students Was that a 
different issue 9 

I m not asking the question very well There s a UC system 
and the CSU What pressures do you see that are sort of forcing 
more collaboration on the two systems 9 

Well one certainly is K 12 education I think that we have a real 
crisis m our elementary and secondary schools and more and more 
people are turning to higher education to assist in this problem 
The extent to which UC and CSU can work together to address 
particular problems that may exist in an urban area for example 
that s all to the good But I think we still have a long ways to go I 
think each system has its own way of doing things I hope we can 
foster more collaboration but I think as we focus more on these K 
12 issues there are going to be more opportunities for that to 
occur 

You can certainly take an issue like teacher training smce we 
have a great shortage of teachers in California CSU does most of 
the training of teachers They have a very central role to play in 
that process But I ve been pushing hard to try to see that the 
University of California increases its commitment to teacher 
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education They ve actually m recent years gone down in terras of 
the number of teachers that they were training so we ve pushed 
them hard So they re going to be training more teachers which is 
has been CSU s domain traditionally 

I think there s also a role for the University of California to 
play m research issues as it relates to teacher education that they 
have not been actively involved m m the past 

You know I sure hope that they could work more closely 
together You mentioned the issue of facilities I think one of the 
things that we re beginning to see some very modest steps 
occurring is joint use of facilities We talked earlier about we re 
just not going to have the ability to build all these campuses But 
it might be possible to develop a higher education center that could 
be utilized by the University of California CSU community 
colleges and even K 12 In fact there s a proposal that received 
some modest funding through the Legislature and by the Governor 
this year to establish just such a project in San Diego County with 
the community college in San Diego playing a leadership role in 
this initiative 

I think it s a good idea but it s hard to get institutional 
support I recall when we were talking about a new campus in 
Ventura County what many of us thought made the most sense 
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was that there was an existing community college campus m 
Oxnard that was just being built There s a lot of population 
growth in that area they had a lot of available land in the Oxnard 
area and a collaborative proposal was put forward instead of 
building a brand new CSU campus let s piggyback onto this 
community college and have the CSU have a campus or facilities 
there at Oxnard as well 

Well the CSU Board of Trustees thought that was an awful 
idea They felt it somehow was a dimmishment of their status and 
somehow was educationally was unsound But I oftentimes felt it 
was they didn t want to be associated with community colleges 
because they want to be more like UC So to be put in the same 
physical location as a commumty college would be viewed as sort 
of a step backward of where they wanted to go 
What is unique and I m not that familiar with other states 
although maybe New York has a similar system is this really 
three tiered kind of system which from an organizational point of 
view looks veiy good But then you get into these issues of one 
system wanting to be like the other one feeling like a stepchild 
and that kind of thing 

That s right We certainly see that in CSU wanting to have 
doctoral programs joint doctorates There ve been some 
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accommodations made on that but still it s an area of some 
tension and some disagreement 

What are your thoughts about the role of graduate education m 
CSU and UC 9 And I don t mean to be ignoring the community 
college m all of this discussion but in terms of graduate programs 
what is your view 9 

I don t have strong opinions I guess what I feel more strongly 
about is that I think that graduate students have to assume some 
teaching responsibilities within their institutions and that seems to 
be more of an issue I think for UC than CSU They need to be 
doing a better job of training and assisting those students to be able 
to provide good instruction You cannot expect someone who is 
just a graduate student who s there to develop their research skills 
to necessarily be a good teacher of college freshmen I think the 
University has a responsibility to assist in supporting such students 
and monitoring their work 

Certainly one of the things that we would hear many 
complaints from the parents and from students is that many of 
the graduate students that were teaching this was probably more 
of an issue in UC than CSU but I don t think it was limited just to 
UC you had difficulty understanding the graduate students who 
were teaching because they were foreigners many from China and 
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the subject was complicated enough in teaching calculus or 
whatever it was but then have a teacher who could not be 
understood or did not have a good grasp of the English language 
just exacerbated the problem 

But as to whether or not CSU graduate students should be able 
to pursue Ph D s I never got involved in that too much I didn t 
think that there was a whole lot of pressure to sort of move in that 
direction from CSU people Certainly as it relates to some joint 
doc programs in education and maybe m engineering there seemed 
to be some pressure and support but not generally speaking for 
most of the academic departments 

To talk also about the community college system for a moment 
and I ve seen this m my own experience that many students will 
take lower division courses at a community college and then 
transfer into a CSU or UC What s happened at some of the CSUs 
is they almost are becoming more like upper division campuses 
with a very limited enrollment m freshmen and sophomores 

Did that ever become an issue 9 

Yes it did because under the Master Plan I believe there are 
some goals that are meant to exist For example for the University 
of California I believe it s a 60/40 ratio 1 think 60 percent upper 
division and 40 percent lower division students within UC And 
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there was a time when we were doing one of these reviews ten 
years or so ago that UC was out of compliance with that Just as 
you were suggesting they were not providing much lower division 
instruction to students That s been corrected now and there is a 
60/40 split and it s been maintained and the University is more 
sensitive to that than in past years 

I think for CSU it s 70/30 It s meant to be 70 percent upper 
division and 30 percent lower division It s understandable in the 
sense that there are many more community college students that 
come to CSU than go to the Umversity of California 

There s been a real change that s occurred m the community 
colleges over the years Back in the 50s and 60s community 
colleges largely I mean their major role was transfer education 
They were providing a low cost at home mechanism for students 
to receive a university level education 

What s happened in recent decades however is there s been a 
tremendous growth m remedial education at community colleges 
so that students who do not have a successful high school 
experience go to the community college to basically get the kinds 
of skills and education that they didn t receive in high school So 
it s not really college level work And there s been also a growth 
in vocational programs 
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So the concern has been that the transfer function although it 
still exists but it has been overshadowed by these other activities 
And you will find certain community colleges that tend to be in 
some of our most disadvantaged communities that hardly have any 
transfer students at all that go from their institutions to the CSU or 
UC 

There s been a major effort in the last five years or so in the 
Legislature and the Governor s office to try to turn that around and 
to try to set some numerical goals for transfer students from 
community colleges campus by campus to be improved by X 
percent and for universities to increase the number of transfer 
students that they receive Because it s one thing to get these 
students ready but if they can t get a UC or a CSU institution to 
take them on then that s not going to solve the problem either 

I ve heard the past couple of years complaints from people 
who go to community college in Oakland and they want to go to 
Berkeley Well Berkeley doesn t have any slots for them but UC 
has a slot for them at Riverside Well that may not be at all 
practical for a student who has to work part time who has some 
family responsibilities to go all the way down to Riverside If 
they re going to go to the University of California they re going to 
have to go to Berkeley or they re not going to be able to go at all 
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And that s a special problem because Berkeley is such a 
prestigious campus There are so many students that want to go 
All the students can t be accommodated so there are going to be 
some hardships in that situation 

But it does seem to me that a place like Berkeley does have 
I think as they think about affirmative action they need to take into 
account some of the regional concerns that if you want to have a 
more diverse student body you may want to give some priority 
and special attention to students that are m your immediate area 
Because if you don t do that then you re not going to be able to 
attract the diversity that you want particularly m this post 209 era 
We ve talked about your interaction with the president of UC the 
CSU chancellor Is there a comparable person for the community 
college system 7 Don t they have their own board of trustees 7 
They do and they have a chancellor But you know it s different 
The chancellor in the community colleges resides m Sacramento 
and unlike the president of the University of California that has an 
office m Berkeley and the president of CSU that is m Long Beach 
it seems like for better for worse that the chancellor of the 
community colleges is more closely identified with state 
government than with the community colleges around the state all 
of whom have their own local governing boards 
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Part of that is because we have so many more statutes that 
apply to community colleges because originally and today to a 
certain extent still they are a part of the K 12 system They are a 
part of the proposition funding system for K 12 for example 
They have elected boards for all these community colleges just as 
school districts throughout the state have local boards And so 
we ve devolved much of the responsibility for the running of the 
community colleges upon these boards at the local level 

So that means that the authority and influence of the 
chancellor is not as great within the community colleges as it 
would be with the president or the chancellor of the CSU system 
Interesting 

Just to throw out did you have any involvement with 
CalPIRG at all* 

A little bit 

Would you have any sort of relationship with them m terms of 
committee work or did they seek support? 

Yes there was a major issue that CalPIRG there were a couple 
of things One is that they would come before the Legislature 
sometimes asking for support for a particular research project that 
they had done that they felt documented a particular need 
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In addition there was a time when CalPIRG was able to 
receive financial support through fees that students paid as part of 
their registration fees and that helped underwrite the work of 
CalPIRG 

And then there was a court decision that basically undermined 
the ability of campuses to charge these fees for activities such as 
CalPIRG And so that put CalPIRG really at nsk in terms of its 
ability to maintain its operations And so they were attempting to 
have some streamlined and user friendly mechanisms by which 
students could tax themselves to support CalPIRG They felt and 
I can t remember the details of it but they were not getting the 
kind of support that they wanted from some of the UC campuses 
to accommodate their needs and so they asked for legislative 
intervention 

Were you involved in any of the CalPIRG issues 9 
Well just as I described I was I was asked as a member of the 
Budget subcommittee to intervene with the president of the 
University of California to direct him to do such and such My 
response would tend to be I m not going to direct the Umversity 
of California to do anything That s not constitutionally 
appropriate but I will call the president to relay your concerns and 
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to express my procedural concerns as well and hope that some 
compromise might be reached 

And I think the fact that I would be willing to make such a 
call because I served on the Budget Committee and the University 
was interested m not picking a fight with me they would try at 
least on occasion to try to accommodate the concerns that I was 
expressing to them 

I d like to try and finish up on some of the other education issues 
not regarding the CSU or UC 

I have a reference here to Proposition 174 m 1993 which was 
the voucher initiative program that was rejected But there was an 
idea associated with that that the public school system was a 
monopoly and required competition and that s where the voucher 
system came m 

I wonder what your reaction to that was It s sort of an 
interesting idea that the public school system needs competition 
because it s a monopoly That was 1993 What were your views 
on that proposition? 

I was a strong opponent of Proposition 174 and gave speeches 
around the state I debated some of the proponents of Proposition 
174 so I was very involved I felt that the proposition was 
misguided I m for competition or choice within the schools but 
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not at the expense of undermining the public schools And I felt 
that the voucher proposal would give taxpayers resources to 
private schools at a time when our existing public schools were 
underfunded and that we should not be taking actions that were 
going to further underfund a system that was already 
malnourished 

I also expressed concerns that it s one thing to say that if a 
parent wants to send their child to a private school I think they 
should have that opportunity but I don t think it s a wise public 
policy to encourage them to do that We have here m California 
particularly a very diverse state and one of the few things that I 
think can hold us together is a common experience for children 
called public education And under almost all of these voucher 
proposals there is public financial support for parents to send their 
children to religious or ethnic school with a particular ideological 
focus it just means that it s going to be that much more difficult 
for us I think to potentially live together as a society Because 
once children are out of school having had such a different set of 
experiences and it s going to be harder to get along So that was 
another reason for my opposition to Proposition 174 
I think we ve touched on teacher testing a little bit and I can t 
recall exactly I think last time we talked about it but you 
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authored some legislation and I guess not all the teacher groups 
were happy about that 

No We did talk about that what the political part of it was I 
earned this legislation because of the complaints that I heard from 
parents particularly from minority parents who were concerned as 
we moved towards having examinations for students that had 
consequences If high school student s couldn t pass this test they 
couldn t receive a high school diploma And the parents concern 
was if the tests are good enough for the kids what about the 
teachers 9 They alleged that sometimes the teachers were illiterate 
themselves and it wasn t fair to their child to have a teacher 
teaching them who couldn t pass tests that weren t that much 
different than what they were asking the students to pass 
I thought that that was a legitimate concern and that we 
needed more accountability in the system and so that led to my 
sponsoring and successfully enacting legislation to have teachers 
pass a test that really was very similar to what students were going 
to be expected to pass in terms of high school graduation 

One interesting side point to this a biographical point of view 
is that I was asked by a reporter shortly after this bill was passed 
as to whether or not I would be willing to take the test It was in 
the middle of a campaign and I sort of put him off but as soon as 
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the election was over he kept badgering me to take the test And 
to try to get him off my back I said Well I 11 take the test if you 
take the test and he said Fine it s a deal 

So I was stuck then and had to take this test along with this 
reporter I was a little bit nervous about it because I knew that if I 
didn t pass the test it would be potentially a national news story 
that here s this guy promoting this test that he couldn t even pass 
himself Whereas if the reporter didn t pass the test no one would 
ever hear about it 

To make a long story short the day of the test the reporter 
chickened out and refused to take the test after he had agreed to but 
came and watched me take the test But fortunately I passed and 
there was no national news story 

And then after the legislation was enacted into law I had to 
deal with all of the complaints from people who failed the test and 
felt that the test was unfair They wanted some sort of a hardship 
exemption Some of these issues were legitimate and needed to be 
addressed m follow up legislation 

One of the provisions of the test also that I thought was very 
important and it s something that I ve become a very strong 
believer in is what I call the Scarlet Letter phenomenon What 
we did in the legislation was to say not only does the individual 
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teacher know of course how they do on the test but we will 
compile the data by schools of education so we will be able to 
monitor what percentage of students who go through the teacher 
education program who receive a teaching credential or who are 
recommended to receive a teaching credential at CSU Sacramento 
or UC Riverside or UCLA or Cal State Dominguez Hills what 
percentage of their candidates pass this test 

And so reports came out on an annual basis of how students 
were doing on a campus by campus basis and those campuses 
some of whom had very poor passing rates it was a great 
embarrassment to them and they had to make changes m their 
teacher education program I think to strengthen their rigor to have 
better screening devices and to provide assistance sometimes for 
students as to how they can go about passing this exam 

I thought that was one of the most important parts of this 
legislation was the Scarlet Letter effect When people are 
embarrassed whether they are institutions or individuals that 
public knowledge I think can be a very powerful motivating force 
for constructive action 
Which legislation was that 9 

I don t know the bill number It s commonly referred to today as 


CBEST It s the California Basic Education Skills Test 
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So AB 757*? 

That sounds right 

Another issue that seems to be in the news or has been m the news 
a lot and I m wondering how you would deal with this in the 
Legislature but it was the low ranking of dollars spent on pupils in 
California which relates really to funding 

What position would your committee take on that on sort of 
the ranking 9 Even the public perception is California is not 
spending as much money on its students as other states are 
spending on theirs 

Well the committee didn t get too much involved in these issues 
particularly as you framed it The committee was very concerned 
about trying to get better funding for schools but you would run 
into a buzz saw with other legislative priorities that other 
legislators had or the Governor was unwilling to support higher 
funding levels 

So I think you generally found among members of the 
Education Committee support for increased funding But it goes 
much beyond the committee because someone has to reconcile all 
the different spending And so that rests with the fiscal committees 
in the legislature 
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I had been aware for some time about California s poor 
ranking vis a vis other states Most legislators I don t think had 
much of an understanding of that I think some of this debate 
about where California stands vis a vis other states and what to do 
about it I played an important role m highlighting this issue In 
fact Willie Brown when he was Speaker of the Assembly right as 
I was leaving the Legislature m 1994 held a two day Education 
Summit It received quite a bit of fanfare and attention And as 
both the chairman of the Education Committee and as someone 
who was leaving the Legislature I was asked to speak at this 
summit 

I brought up this point about California s ranking vis a vis 
other states and I put forward a proposal for the Speaker s 
consideration that we attempt to close the gap between California 
being at the bottom of the fifty states and at least getting to the 
middle of the fifty states and what sort of expenditure pattern that 
would require not m one year because I think that would be 
unrealistic to accomplish m one year but over a four or five year 
period how could we take actions and what would it cost? 

I think that presentation and testimony led to other people s 
talking about that Delaine Eastin shortly thereafter and dunng 
her campaign when she assumed the superintendency m 1975 
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talked about that a lot And then the CTA it became a big issue 
for them over the last three or four years to talk about school 
funding in that fashion 

Actually today we ve come close now to I think reaching 
the national average because of California s healthy economy 
Both Governor Wilson and Governor Davis have allocated 
additional resources to schools 

In the early 90s when there was a real fiscal crunch and 
continued of course but there was also some interest I think on 
Governor Wilson s part m trying to use some of the funds from the 
pension system to help the budget 

Did that have any play m what we re talking about in terms of 
education 9 

Not too much in education but it was just sort of a general way to 
try to balance the budget was to take money that was perceived as 
being potentially surplus money as part of the PERS system and to 
use that for ways of balancing the state budget Ultimately that 
was thrown out by the courts but it was something that as a way 
to try to reconcile the budget disputes was enacted by the 
Legislature given how difficult it was to try to reconcile our lack 
of revenues with our ongoing high expenditures in a variety of 


programs 
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[End Tape 8 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 8 Side B] 

CASTANEDA I don t really have many more questions about education but one 

thing I thought would be interesting to ask you you have three 
daughters who went through the public education system and you 
yourself were very much involved in education How did what 
you saw in terms of your daughters education influence your 
thinking about education when you were in the Legislature 9 Or 
did it 9 

HART You know it did to a modest extent I was very fortunate m 

having daughters that seemed well motivated did well m school I 
think by and large they attended good public schools 

So oftentimes m a legislative situation you hear all the horror 
stones Fortunately for me I didn t have personal horror stones 
I think the one area where I really did see some problems was 
just in the resources that existed counseling ratios how difficult it 
was to get any personal attention from a counselor Sometimes the 
class size issue was important So those were issues that I think 
kind of reinforced my commitment to try to see that there would be 
better funding for the schools 
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I guess I should also say that some of these issues we ve 
touched on as it relates to women were also important All of my 
daughters played sports so issues relating to Title IX were of 
interest 

I also earned an interesting bill on sexual harassment I don t 
think we talked about this but there was a big controversy about 
Clarence Thomas who was appointed to the Supreme Court and 
there were allegations about totally mappropnate behavior on his 
part So issues of sexual harassment were very much on people s 
minds when his appointment was up before the Supreme Court 
And it became clear to me and I think to most people that there 
really are some problems in the workplace with sexual harassment 
It s not just something that s made up out of the figment of 
people s imagination 

So I though as a member of the Legislature what could 
California do if anything about sexual harassment 7 It seemed to 
me that one of the most important things is to start early start m 
our schools with issues that have to do with gender stereotyping 
If we could do a better job of addressing those issues when kids 
were m school there would be less of a sexual harassment problem 


in our state 



CASTANEDA 


298 


I sensed from my own experience m observing schools and 
from my own experience as a student and as a teacher that I think 
issues about sexual stereotyping do lead to sexual harassment and 
we need to pay careful attention to them 

And so I ended up asking my daughter once at the dinner 
table who then was a high school sophomore or junior whether or 
not she had ever encountered sexual harassment or was it a 
problem from her standpoint And she said Well of course it s a 
problem It s all over And she gave a couple of examples where 
she had been teased inappropriately by people m class and outside 
of class and other examples that she had seen 

I think at that very moment after asking her the question and 
the way she responded Well of course it s a problem 
dummy that I wanted to try and do something about it Sol 
worked with my staff and we came up with a proposal to say that 
a grounds for suspension or expulsion from school would be to be 
engaged in sexual harassment activity 

Before just introducing that on the fly we talked to some 
school officials about it and they felt that it would be helpful and 
give them some greater leverage in dealing with difficult cases 
I was just reading about that SB 1930 
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And that was a fun bill I was on Dan Rather s CBS Evening 
News My daughter was interviewed for it as well 

I think California really provided a leadership role in this issue 
being addressed I mean what it led to more than anything else is 
school officials having to think through What do we mean by 
sexual harassment 9 What are we going to do about it and how do 
we convey this to our students 9 Trying to draw distinctions 
between just sort of ordinary teasing or normal sort of juvenile 
behavior and what is inappropriate behavior It s a difficult issue 
but it s an important one that demanded attention 

I think as a result of what we did that there are some more 
thoughtful policies m place and there s less sexual harassment 
that s occumng today than there was say ten or fifteen years ago 
As I mentioned before I d just like to go through a couple of 
things to finish out your career in the Senate 

You had mentioned one about divorce law I believe it was I 
don t know if I can find it Would you like to talk about the 
background to that 9 

Yes There were a couple I think important points in this divorce 
legislation I never thought for a second that I would ever become 


involved in divorce law I ve never thank God been divorced 
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I m not a lawyer It s not an area that I normally would pay much 
attention to 

But there were two things that influenced my getting involved 
in this legislation One is a belief that if you looked at the data it 
was it seemed to me incontrovertible and that is that women who 
were raising children on their own tended to be much poorer than 
other families and if we were serious about addressing the poverty 
issue we needed to pay attention to the single parent family 
problem 

And then m conjunction with that was all of tins data that had 
come out that one of the reasons why these women were 
impoverished is that their ex husbands were not providing child 
support They were often required to provide the child support by 
the court but it was not being enforced and they were abrogating 
their responsibility So that was a big part of it 

The other part of it which influenced quite a bit of my 
legislative career I think more than most is that I m sort of I 
don t think I have a lot of expertise in a lot of subjects but I try to 
listen to what other people who have worked hard in areas may be 
thinking 

I still recall one night I was driving around Los Angeles late 
at night and I just happened to listen to a talk radio program and 



301 


there was a fascinating interview with an author of a book that had 
just come out called The Divorce Revolution She was a Harvard 
professor and she was sharing her data much of which was based 
upon data here in California about what happened to women who 
went through divorce in terms of their families and what terrible 
challenges that they had to face because of their lack of financial 
support 

One of the major reasons for this problem was that California 
had passed so called no fault divorce legislation back m the early 
1970s which at the time seemed to make a great deal of sense 
Because prior to that no fault divorce judges and investigators 
were getting very involved m who was sleeping with whom and 
who was to blame for marital discord So California changed the 
law to say we re not going to attribute fault m divorce cases If 
one of the parties wants to be divorced that should be their right 
and they should just move on from there And that seemed to be a 
very sensible policy 

But in a sense no fault divorce if it is not linked to making 
sure that once the parties are separated that there s an appropriate 
division of resources and some way of supporting the ongoing 
family it could be unfair and detrimental especially to the children 


in a divorce 
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I think that s happened a lot m California as it s happened in 
other states But California once again was at the cutting edge 
We were the first or one of the first states to pass no fault divorce 
legislation 

So as a result of listening to this radio interview I went out 
and bought Professor Weitzman s book Lenore Weitzman who 
wrote this marvelous book about divorce and looked very 
carefully at what some of her recommendations were and based 
upon that ended up carrying some legislation to try to deal with 
some of the issues that would help ensure that women who usually 
have parental responsibility for raising and taking care of their 
children would be in a stronger position to be able to meet those 
family obligations and to work harder to see that those fathers that 
no longer had physical custody over their children were required to 
meet their fathering responsibilities irrespective of whether or not 
they re married or divorced 

So that led to a whole senes of bills some of which were 
successful Not as much as I would like but some real 
breakthroughs occurred particularly on the child support angle of 
trying to see that there would be wage attachments That is we 
ought to just take child support out of their paycheck and there 
ought to be ways particularly if fathers have not met their 
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responsibilities or that their wages be garnished and that checks be 
directed immediately back to their children 

Then we worked hard to try to see that the child support 
payment formula was changed because the amount of money that 
was being awarded in some of these cases was inadequate 

Weitzman made a key point m her book that after divorce the 
men were becoming wealthier and the women were becoming less 
wealthy that it was not a fair division at all 

And so these were I thought very important issues to be 
dealt with and I thought my family law legislation was some of the 
most important work that I did m the Legislature But it was also 
some of the most contentious work Anytime you re dealmg with 
something like divorce people s feelings are very emotional 
They feel either side sometimes that they were the ones that were 
treated unfairly and then if the Legislature comes along and 
changes the rules in the way they perceive to be even more unfair 
it can be a very emotional issue 

So we got a lot of hate mail a lot of angry people that I had to 
deal with particularly on the fathers rights side 
I think that was SB 101 Does that sound correct 9 


HART 


I can t really remember the numbers 
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I understand you said this was some of your most important work 
and you feel very strongly about it I m just curious why you think 
you had such a strong feeling about this when this issue wasn t 
something that touched your own life directly I m just curious 
why you reacted that way where other people might have heard 
the same talk show and not been so concerned 
I m not sure Chris Motivation s always a hard thing to attribute 
In part I thought that Professor Weitzman made such a compelling 
case I thought her research was solid it was factual I thought her 
recommendations were sensible and responded to the problem As 
I mentioned earlier I think I had just been taken by the fact that we 
have had this revolution that s occurred where women have more 
rights the right to an abortion the right to vote the ability to 
pursue a professional career all of which I think were 
enlightened and appropriate It s paradoxical that the same time as 
women have more rights it seems to me if you look at the 
objective condition and status of women especially women who 
are divorced who had young children and they had principal 
parental responsibility their economic situation and circumstance 
was actually worse than it was prior to the women s rights 


movement of the 1960s and 1970s 
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My primary area of legislative interest has been children and a 
belief that we in the Legislature have a responsibility to be 
particularly concerned and sensitive and advocates for people who 
are not in a position to advocate for themselves and that ultimately 
involves children We normally defer to families to be advocates 
for their children but oftentimes we find that the parents are either 
dysfunctional or not m a position to be strong advocates for their 
own children 

And so I think that s an appropriate place for the Legislature 
to become particularly engaged Because I d had a long time 
interest in kids obviously m education but in some other areas as 
well it seemed like it was sort of a little bit of legal mumble jumbo 
to me that it was worth kind of rolling up my sleeves and trying to 
get legislation enacted 

And it s one of the things that I ve always enjoyed as a 
legislator is to try to identify problems that need attention but for 
one reason or another are not being addressed I didn t find as 
much interest to take on an issue that already had people fully 
engaged It seemed to me that the battle is almost either won or 
lost already if people are really paying attention to it but there re 
issues out there that are being missed 
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I always felt that I was pretty good at helping to identify 
issues and at least beginning the process to see that there would be 
more careful attention given to them and at least some initial 
legislative attempts to address those issues 
Okay That makes a lot of sense 

Tins may or may not lead into my next question but I m 
curious about SB 1201 that changes the initiative process a little 
bit I wondered if you could talk about your interest m that and 
how that came about 

Well another interest that I ve had is trying to be engaged in 
government reform one time or another In our first conversation 
about my first foray into elective politics when I was running for 
Congress I wanted to try to change the senionty system within 
Congress It seemed to me to be something that was really 
interfering with the Congress ability to do the people s business 
I came to believe that the initiative process which California 
has had a long and a rich tradition of was not necessanly serving 
the state s best interests I certainly learned over the years that it s 
not easy to write a good law You can have an idea that you think 
makes a lot of sense and you sort of put it out there and then you 
have a hearing on it You d be surprised what people can bring up 
in terms of legitimate criticisms and then asking the questions 
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Well did you ever think about this 9 What s going to happen if this 
bill passes with this circumstance 9 Or what does this word mean 9 
We re certainly seeing in Florida right now with the election 
that there are many things that are open for interpretation 

Dunng the 70s and 80s we had the initiative process being 
used not only by grassroots citizens groups but increasingly by 
special interest groups which was not the intent of the initiative 
process It was meant to be a safety valve for the people to 
exercise their ability to influence the legislative process not as 
another vehicle for special interest groups 

We also had through the initiative process a lot of initiatives 
overturned by the courts The courts would hear them and feel that 
they were unconstitutional or so poorly drafted that they were not 
workable 

So the indirect initiative was a proposal that actually the 
League of Women Voters had been working on for some time and 
they approached me about carrying refonn legislation I looked at 
it carefully worked with the League and we came up with a 
proposal that s meant to maintam the initiative process but try to 
set up a process so that you respect the people s rights to be able to 
do whatever they want no matter what the Legislature thinks but 
to give them the option to take advantage of the legislative process 
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which I think is something that initiative proponents ought to be 
pleased with that they could have legislative hearings on their 
proposals that they could make amendments This is commonly 
refereed to as the indirect initiative process 

California actually had an indirect initiative for a long long 
time but it did not work well and so we attempted to modify it 
and set up a process that would encourage initiative proponents to 
go the indirect initiative route Amendments could be adopted by 
the Legislature and voted on And then before the measure 
actually went on the ballot the proponents of the initiative would 
have the option to either continue on with their initial proposal 
without any amendments or if they felt that the amendments that 
had been put forward by the Legislature helped accomplish their 
purpose they could take advantage of that and incorporate those 
amendments into the initiative measure that would go on the ballot 

So it was an effort to try and make it be a more thoughtful 
process 

The measure was ultimately defeated in the Legislature It 
came close to passing but it didn t Right now there s another 
effort by the new Speaker of the Assembly Speaker Hertzberg to 


take a look at initiative reform and I ve been asked to serve on a 
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committee and I m gomg to be trying to promote this idea again of 

the indirect initiative 

Great 

Are there other bills that you authored or sponsored that we 
haven t talked about that you would like to talk about 9 
Well there s so many 
I know there s so many 

But I think we ve covered maybe the most important ones 
Okay I wanted to also ask you about the California Journal 
noted that you were the Senator with the greatest or you were 
ranked as the Senator with the greatest integrity More than 
once I believe And I m wondering what was your reaction to 
getting that ranking 9 

Well I was very proud of it Part of my public identity is to feel 
that I was viewed by my colleagues and by others who knew the 
process as a straight shooter as a conscientious honest person and 
so to receive that kind of recognition was important to me And it 
was largely by my colleagues and people who worked in the 
building on a day to day basis They were asked anonymously to 
rate legislators on a variety of different indicators So I always 
took it as a great honor 
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I also found from my serving in Santa Barbara County I was 
actually somewhat out of sync with my constituents on some 
issues They tended to be more conservative than I was I was a 
life long opponent of the death penalty and that was and has been 
a very unpopular position And so to hold positions that are out of 
sync on such an emotional issue as capital punishment with your 
constituents you have to kind of make up for it somehow If 
you re going to be wrong on issues that they care strongly about 
you d better have something to counter that 

I always felt that I was given lugh marks by my constituents 
for working hard and for having a reputation for integrity and that 
people felt that even if they didn t agree with me at least I listened 
and did what I thought was right As long as you had that sort of 
reputation it made it a lot easier to be able to vote your conscience 
and not just have to follow the public sentiment at the moment 
I guess what I m trying to say is that I think I represented a 
marginal district the extent to which I was able to either have or 
give the impression of having qualities of diligence and honesty 
that really helped me politically 

It sounds like you re downplaying this a little bit but it sounds like 
your sense of integrity really was valued When your peers rank 
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you that way as you said it was an honor and it must feel good 
that in the Legislature of this large state to be ranked that way 
Yes I think I also was fortunate to have a constituency that was 
willing to give me more freedom than others Santa Barbara is a 
fairly sophisticated area People take their civic responsibilities 
seriously Issues relating to good government are not just 
mouthed they are taken seriously If I had represented a 
constituency in downtown L A where there s not as much 
visibility that s associated with the office it might not have gone 
that way So I was fortunate 

I also represented an area where I was able to get more 
campaign contributions from a variety of individuals and was not 
heavily dependent upon just one small group of constituents which 
was not true for some of my colleagues in other parts of the state 
I was very fortunate to represent the Santa Barbara area for so 
many years 

So 1994 you left and you could have run again at that point 
Yes 

But decided not to And we talked a little bit about that last week 
Maybe briefly could you trace your decision not to run again 
and then being appointed by Barry Mumtz to this Institute for 


Educational Reform 9 
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Well the decision to not run again was not an easy one but twenty 
years is a long time to serve in the Legislature and I had seen I 
think some of my colleagues who had been there twenty years 
and some a lot more than twenty years whose effectiveness had 
been diminished due to old age and due to sometimes I think just 
having been around for such a long period of time They weren t 
as open to new ideas and approaches as perhaps they needed to be 
and I didn t want that to happen to me and I always felt that it 
would be better to leave too soon than too late 

I was honest with myself that there were certain aspects of the 
job that were really getting to be tiresome going back to the 
district so much and I didn t go back as much as I had to before 
There are certain kinds of things you have to do such as going to 
certain retirement dinners which I didn t enjoy Having to deal 
with some of the same individuals and the same issues over and 
over and over again got to be less than fun I also found m the 
Legislature that some of my colleagues that I had to deal with over 
and over again got to be quite tiresome 

So those were all reasons to want to leave and I felt when I 
left I was in my early 50s that if I wanted to pursue any other 
career interest if I waited too much longer it might be too late 
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But in my early 50s I d still have a chance to pursue some other 
career opportunities 

So I made that decision and then I had no idea what I was 
going to do 

Were there interests in particular that you were thinking of 7 
No there really weren t I didn t have an agenda My interests 
had always been primarily in education and I think I would have 
probably returned to a classroom setting of some kind if nothing 
else had come up 

One of the opportunities that presented itself was Barry 
Mumtz who was chancellor of the CSU system came to me and 
said that he wanted me to work with him in some capacity He 
was very enthusiastic and very persistent He put forward to me 
two or three different options One was to just be I won t say 
just be but to be a faculty member within the CSU and to have 
an opportunity to teach what I had been working on m the last 
twenty years Another was to work as a senior level administrator 
with him largely focusing on external relations and dealing with 
the Legislature in that area And then a third was to be involved in 
some land of an institute that would do some research That s 


what I was most interested in doing 
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And so he largely let me put together what I thought would 
be a worthwhile project and he provided financial support for it 
and let me hire the people Initially there were only two other 
individuals that were hired but one of the persons that was hired 
was Sue Burr who I had worked closely with in the Legislature 
who I thought could be a good co director with me of this Institute 
to help let me fashion what the mission of the Institute would be 
focusing on K 12 issues with a particular emphasis at least 
initially on teacher education issues 

I wanted to be here in Sacramento because my wife is 
working here so we worked out an arrangement with this campus 
at CSU Sacramento and I think it worked out quite nicely And I 
think the chancellor was pleased with the work that we were able 
to do and have been able to do over the years 
CASTANEDA Let me change the tape 
[End Tape 8 Side B] 

[Begin Tape 9 Side A] 

CASTANEDA Could you describe what the mission of the Institute was at the 

outset 9 

HART The mission was to try and have a research institute that would 

assist K 12 education m the state of California Research 


institute is maybe too highfalutin a term because it wasn t what 
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we think of as sort of standard academic research We for 
example have sponsored over the years a series of forums and 
symposia on issues affecting state policymakers that have to do 
with our schools and have published proceedings documents based 
upon that 

As I mentioned earlier we re interested in teacher education 
issues Sue Burr my co director and I ended up visiting every 
CSU campus spending a couple of days talking to the education 
dean and the faculty and to students and to school employers in the 
region and put together a report based upon these fairly extensive 
field visits around the state And that became the basis for some 
changes in internal policies within CSU as it related to teacher 
education 

Then we got involved m charter schools both because I had 
been the author of the legislation and Sue Burr who worked with 
me had been the draftsperson of the bill As we were embarking 
upon this new endeavor charter schools were just getting 
underway and we were receiving many questions about charter 
schools And so we got involved m that issue mamly because 
people needed some help understanding the new law And we 
were able to recruit Erie Premack who was beginning to do some 
work on charter schools to become part of our operation And 
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then we went and worked hard to get foundation support for some 
of these activities 

Then the Legislature got very involved in reading issues It 
was very concerned about California s last place standing m 
reading I persuaded Chancellor Mumtz that we needed to have a 
presence here through this Institute in issues having to do with 
early reading He funded a position and it led to a lot of different 
activities m the teaching of reading that I think have been very 
helpful both to elementary school teachers and I think to reading 
faculty within CSU who teach reading courses within schools of 
education 

And then lastly we became very involved in teacher 
recruitment because that also became in the last three years a 
major issue of concern due to the shortage of teachers in 
California And so we created an orgamzation called CalTeach 
and received some legislative support for a paid advertising 
campaign and a mechanism to link potential candidates with 
employers through a web site that s proven to be I think very well 
received The Legislature has thought so highly of the work that 
there s been a major expansion of financial support for our efforts 


in teacher recruitment 
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Do you work closely with the Legislature at all through this 
position‘d 

You know we haven t It s not something that I want to spend all 
of my time doing If I did I d be back in the Legislature I d 
rather be a member than a lobbyist 

But we ve tried to be a resource for the Legislature 
Particularly if the chairman of the committee has a question or a 
concern we try to help them get answers to whatever those 
questions or concerns might be 

I mentioned these seminars that we hold We work very hard 
to try to select topics that are relevant to legislative and policy 
work and then to try to present findings and information in a user 
friendly way I think so often the academic community is not very 
sensitive to ways important materials can be presented They tend 
to utilize refereed journals and using academic jargon that s very 
hard for people to follow We ve tried to develop documents that 
don t compromise the intellectual integrity of the points that you re 
trying to make while at the same time being direct and easy to 
read 

There are so many different ways you can present material 
and I think we ve been quite effective m a number of areas I think 
particularly m teacher recruitment teacher quality the early 
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teaching of reading the research on effective schools and 
disadvantaged communities These are some of the areas that we 
have I think made a contribution to the policy debate and the 
political debates that occur at the state level 
So you do work with educators m putting together pamphlets and 
that sort of thing 7 How s the information disseminated 7 
The way these seminars have operated we ve had about a dozen 
of them is I will select people to participate We have standing 
invitations to all members of the Legislature Very few of them 
come but many legislative staff come I then make an effort to see 
that educators that I think have a particular interest or have 
expenenced a problem or have some solution to a problem that we 
want to discuss that they are invited to these as well 

We try to keep the size of these seminars to no more than fifty 
people so it doesn t get so large as to be unwieldy 

And then what we do is after the seminar is completed it s 
just an afternoon session I should also say that we select the 
presenters which is very important is to choose people that have 
something worthwhile to say You know a lot of these people 
who attend are pretty knowledgeable and they don t want their 
time to be wasted So we work very hard to get good presenters 
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And then we also contract with a writer to wnte up the 
proceedings and then 1 work very closely with her to edit the 
proceedings and then we go to press and get 500 or a thousand 
copies get them out to all the people that attended the seminar 
Send them to every member of the Legislature every president of 
CSU since we have a CSU affiliation We give it wide 
distribution to people in the media so that they can have access to 
this information as well 

And you did this for what about three or four years 7 And then 
Governor Gray Davis appointed you Secretary of Education 7 
Yes 

Could you describe how that came about that appointment 7 
Well actually I had spoken to then Lieutenant Governor Davis 
during his campaign He picked my brain about my thoughts on 
education but there were some other candidates as well who were 
considering running and in fact did run for Governor 

I wasn t involved with Governor Davis campaign per se but 
after the election Barry Mumtz who I think at that time had left 
the job as chancellor of the CSU and was in the process of 
transitioning to head up the Getty Foundation was asked by 
Governor elect Davis to head up his transition campaign to try to 
recruit people for positions Mumtz approached me about my 
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willingness to serve in the Governor s Cabinet and I told him that 
I really wasn t interested 

But I still remember being at a conference in San Jose that 
was related to my work with the Institute where Mumtz said he 
wanted to come and speak to me directly about this and so I knew 
my arm was going to be twisted a little bit 

To make a long story short he asked me to meet with the 
Governor not to discuss the position per se but to try to spend 
some time with the Governor sharing with him my views on 
education issues I couldn t say no to that so I went to Santa 
Barbara to meet with the Governor elect where Davis after the 
campaign was vacationing and met with Chancellor Mumtz 
Governor Davis and his wife Sharon and one of his financial 
backers and also Rick Simpson who was a long time legislative 
staff person very close to the Speaker 

So we met for a long time for three of four hours This was a 
week or so after the election And I think this was quite frankly 
an opportunity for the Governor to sort of size me up and whether 
or not he would feel comfortable working with me I m assuming 
that Mumtz was encouraging him to not sit back but to actively 


recruit 
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And so at the end of that conversation as I was walking out to 
the car the Governor asked me if I would serve as his Education 
Secretary sort of extended an offer and I turned him down and 
said no that I didn t really want to do that He asked me if I would 
serve as president of the State Board of Education and I said 
Well I really don t want to take on a major responsibility in the 
Administration And we talked some about Well how about 
just for a short period of time the cntical first year? And I said 
Well let me think about it I was just trying to get out of there at 
that point And he said Fine we 11 be back m touch 

So I gave it some thought and had other conversations was 
asked again sort of begged off but finally after a couple of weeks 
of some pretty intense effort I agreed with the understanding that 
it would be for a limited period of time that I didn t really want to 
serve for four years but for the initial year I would be willing to do 
it 

So that decision was made late November and then I was 
really the first person that Governor Davis appointed to his Cabinet 
and really to his immediate staff I think So that was interesting 
and we held an initial press conference that was quite a big story 
because everyone is always dying to know when a governor or a 
President takes office who are their first appointments That gives 
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some indication as to maybe what kind of administration it s going 
to be 

So it was a very interesting time to be there really from 
ground zero as tins new administration unfolded 
You were there for a year? Any accomplishments that are notable 
that you d like to discuss? What did you do during that year? 

Well the Governor decided immediately that he was going to call 
a special session of the Legislature which he has that 
constitutional authority to do and it s a way for special attention to 
be focused on a particular issue The Governor wanted to have a 
special session on education and wanted to get things 
accomplished right away 

My job was to work with the Governor m developing a 
program that he could put before the Legislature that would be his 
education reform program That s basically what I did more than 
anything else was to help develop that proposal with the Governor 
work with him on identifying legislators that would carry the bills 
and then work with the Governor and those legislators to get those 
bills which were ambitious and controversial to get them through 
the Legislature in a very short period of time about 90 days 

So that was the biggest assignment 



323 


I also had some responsibility for developing the Governor s 
education budget The Governor was elected in November He 
has to submit a budget to the Legislature under the Constitution by 
January so he has a very short period of time to develop a budget 
So I was involved in extensive discussions with the Governor and 
his senior staff on what his priorities would be on actual funding 
for the first year 

I guess the other area that was important was creating a staff 
in the office of Secretary of Education I m oftentimes asked 
what s the difference between that job and the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction which Delaine Eastm holds She has 
responsibility for running a department with a thousand employees 
and works directly with school districts on a number of different 
matters and she s elected by all the people She s an independent 
constitutional officer 

My job I just serve at the pleasure of the Governor I just 
have one constituency the Governor to make him happy and to 
work closely with him 

The office that I mn unlike Delaine s that has a thousand 
people our office only had 25 It s really a policy office We re 
not administering anything We re trying to provide good advice 



324 


CASTANEDA 


HART 


CASTANEDA 


HART 


to the Governor and his advisors on how to deal with education 
issues 

But those 25 people are very important and we worked very 
hard in the month of December to put together a strong team of 
people and I think we did that Had a lot of diversity a good 
cross section of people and I just felt we had a very strong team 
some of whom were still in place after I left 
And so you returned to the Institute in ninety was it last year 
99 7 Is that correct 7 

No I worked in the Governor s office until March 15th of the year 
2000 I basically took a couple of months off and returned here on 
a part time basis to the Institute I think beginning May 1 st or 
June 1st 

I guess one very recent development was when the citizens of 
California passed Proposition 39 which lowered the voting 
requirement for school funding Do you see that as a positive thing 
for schools 7 Does it make it easier for schools to raise money 
through bonds to build new facilities 7 

Yeah it s going to make it quite a bit easier and I think it was a 
very important breakthrough We ve had the two thirds vote 
requirement for a long time and it just really placed schools and 
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other local government agencies that are dependent upon it at a 
tremendous disadvantage of being able to raise necessary funds 
My preference would have been to have a simple majority 
An effort was made once again to do that a year ago 
unsuccessfully and so this was sort of a compromise to move 
from 65 to 55 percent But it s a very important development 
because there have been many many bond measures throughout 
the state that have passed by well over 60 percent but short of the 
two thirds vote 

So there s a strong majority that have supported these 
measures but they ve been unable to pass because of the 
extraordinary vote requirements of a two thirds vote 

This will mean I think much more school construction in the 
state and this is an important breakthrough m terms of moving 
towards I think a more sensible governance and funding system 
for local government throughout California This only applies to 
schools but my hope is that once this precedent has been 
established we can expand this to include libraries to include 
health and a variety of other areas and ultimately move towards a 
simple majonty of the electorate on raising taxes 

I think it s important given the history that California s gone 


through to have any of these expenditures be subject to voter 
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approval and not to leave it in the hands of just elected officials 
But I think as long as you have that subject to voter approval I 
think a simple majority vote is entirely appropriate 
I remember last year s election but at least it got down to 55 
That s better than 65 

Looking over your career educational reform certainly is a 
major theme Is there anything we haven t talked about looking 
back over your career in politics or in education that you d like to 
mention 9 

Well I don t think so I think we ve touched on the areas 
Certainly education is at the forefront 

I think issues relating to try to make government work better 
whether it s through the indirect initiative that we have talked 
about whether it s campaign finance reform which is an area that 
I was very involved in that s been another strong interest 

I believe very strongly that we have an obligation to try to 
make this system be more credible with the people of California 
and to try to make it more user friendly Campaigns can get 
involved almost like food fights in ways that I don t think are 
beneficial I think it s easy to take our democracy for granted and 
say that you can play fast and loose by certain rules I think that s 
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dangerous and I think we need to be vigilant in making sure that 
the process is perceived as fair and responsive 

I think the fact that really over half of eligible voters don t 
vote is a real indictment of our system The reason why people 
don t vote is they think that nothing government can do can make a 
difference which is a terrible defeatist cynical view about 
democracy Or they feel that the system is so corrupt it s so 
dominated by special interests that nothing can be done to change 
it 

I m hoping it may be wishful thinking that these events in 
Florida where clearly a handful of votes have made a difference 
is going to make people think a little more seriously about what 
their responsibilities are 

But it s not just citizens being more responsible it s the 
elected officials being more responsible 

The other areas that I really think have been very important to 
me have been environmental protection and I think women s nghts 
on a variety of fronts whether it s dealing with Title IX or dealing 
with the divorce law or sexual harassment These have been areas 
that I ve been interested m 

In response to one of your earlier questions I think the fact 
that I have daughters I want them to lead successful lives And I 
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have a spouse who has had a professional career of her own and 
we ve had to balance our professional lives with family our 
responsibilities Those personal experiences have led me to be 
more sensitive I think to women s concerns than perhaps some of 
my male colleagues because at least in the initial time when I 
served in the Legislature there were few women that served 
Women represent more than 50 percent of the population and it 
seemes to me that we needed to be paying more careful attention to 
their needs through the legislative process 
And how about the future 9 What do you see for yourself in the 
future 9 

Well I m not sure I ve sure learned over the years that the 
future s very hard to predict I think it s clear I m going to stay 
involved in public policy issues I have no interest in running for 
elective office again 

But it s hard to stay away from this world I think it s 
important It s fun to watch it s fun to be part of I don t want to 
be a central figure in it but I do think there s an important role for 
universities for foundations for institutes to play to try to provide 
good information and advice and it s up to someone else to decide 
whether or not they want to take that information or advice 
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My experience has been that most people who serve m 
government they want it to work better They sometimes don t 
know where to go to try to get useful information and so the 
extent to which this Institute which just happens to be located m 
the state capital is convenient it s easier for us to maybe have an 
impact than if we were in Riverside Salt Lake City or even 
downtown Los Angeles So I think we re well positioned here to 
play an important role 

In the last few years education has been the number one 
issue Everyone s been concerned about it from teacher quality to 
student achievement There re a whole senes of issues So we ve 
been able to at least be at the table And the fact that the state has 
had more resources has been such a refreshing change from when I 
was serving where we had to spend most of our time flgunng out 
how to protect what we had or how to make some painful cuts 

The state really has an extraordinary opportunity now with a 
very healthy economy and surplus revenues to do things for 
education that we were not able to do a few years ago And the 
fact that we ve moved from the bottom of the fifty states in 
education funding towards the mid range of the fifty states is 


encouraging 
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It s somewhat striking to me because we re at a point now 
where you hear still a lot of complaints from schools because the 
Legislature is asking a lot We ve developed an Academic 
Performance Index (API) to monitor school accountability and it 
has been controversial with many educators But it s such a 
healthier environment to be concerned that we re doing too much 
than if we were doing too little and cutting back on what we 
already have 

So I remain optimistic about the future And I find that being 
able to read in depth and talk to people outside of the legislative 
arena is wonderful it allows me to recharge my intellectual 
batteries which kind of gets depleted when you re running around 
18 hours a day after a number of years 

So to the extent to which I can do some serious reflection and 
share my perspective with new legislators I think is a very useful 
thing In a way I sort of see it as a continuation of what I was 
doing before It s just that I don t have to run for office I don t 
have to raise money I don t have to deal with nasty campaigns 
It s the best of both worlds being able to still be involved but not 
have to deal with some of the more troublesome aspects of what 
campaigning and what politics has become 
Well thank you very much for your time 
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HART Thank you Chris 

CASTANEDA Really appreciate it 

[End Tape 9 Side A] 



